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Certain  of  the  papers  included  in  these  Proceedings  were  originally 
delivered  in  languages  other  than  English  and,  while  every  care  has 
been  taken  to  ensure  accuracy  in  translation,  it  is  possible  that 
some  variations  from  the  original  structure  and  sense  may  have 
occurred.    Furthermore,  certain  papers  prepared  in  the  English 
language  were  delivered  by  speakers  not  entirely  familiar  with  that 
language.    Some  editing  has  therefore  been  required.    Our  apologies 
are  submitted  for  any  inaccuracies  that  may  have  resulted  therefrom. 
Due  to  lack  of  space,  it  has  been  necessary  also  in  some  cases  to 
abridge  the  addresses.    We  feel  sure  that  the  speakers  will  appre- 
ciate the  need  for  these  slight  editorial  changes. 
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BACKGROUND  OF  THE  CONFERENCE 

The  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  came  into  existence 
in  1951  at  a  Pounding  Assembly  held  in  Paris,  France  .  Already  at 
the  International  Conference  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  held  in 
Oxford  in  194-9  »  a  planning  committee  consisting  of  nine  members 
was  given  the  task  of  drafting  a  constitution  for  an  international 
organization  .  At  its  frist  General  Assembly  in  1954  ,  Paris, 
France,  which  dealt  with  M  Various  Aspects  of  Blindness  11  ,  the 
Council  had  32  Member  nations. 

The  next  Assembly  was  held  in  1959  in  Rome,  Italy,  on  *  The 
Employment  of  the  Blind  "  and  the  third  was  held  in  1964  in 
New  York,  U.S..A.  and  dealt  with  "  The  Problems  of  the  Blind  in 
Changing  World  "  .  At  this  conference,  a  proposal  was  made  with 
the  purpose  of  having  at  least  50%  representation  of  blind  people. 
This  proposal  was  rejected  by  the  Assembly  and  instead  the 
following  paragraph  was  included  in  the  Constitution  :  "  Where  in 
any  country  there  exists  a  substantial  group  of  blind  persons, 
organized  into  associations  and  where  there  are  blind  persons 
occupying  leading  positions  in  agencies  for  the  blind,  adequate 
provision  should  be  made  for  their  representation  in  the  national 
delegation  "  .  During  the  period  up  to  1969  ,  when  WCWB's  next 
General  Assembly  was  held  in  New  Delhi,  India,  the  self-help 
movement  among  organizations  representing  blind  people  had  grown 
rapidly. 

Therefore,  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind  came  into 
being  in  1969  at  a  founding  meeting  in  Colombo  ,  Sri  Lanka  .  Only 
national  organizations  of  blind  people  could  be  accepted  as 
members  of  IFB.  WCWB  assembled  within  its  membership  representatives 
of  both  organizations  providing  services  for  the  blind  and 
associations  representing  blind  people  .  The  two  world  bodies 
held  General  Assemblies  separately  in  1974  ,  WCWB  in  Sao  Paulo, 
Brazil  ,  and  IFB  in  Berlin,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  .  The 
next  Assemblies  were  held  simultaneously  in  Antwerp,  Belgium  , 
in  1979  and  attempts  were  made  to  merge  the  two  organizations 
into  one  world  body. 
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These  attests  failed,  however,  hut  a  Joint  Working  Croup  on  Puture 
Cooperation  was  set  up.      Furthermore,  WCWB  created  a  Working  Group 
on  Constitutional  Matters.      Both  working  groups  submitted  their 
proposals  to  the  Joint  Executive  Committee  Meetings  held  in 
Gothenburg,  Sweden,  in  l98l  and  the  proposal  of  the  Working  Group  on 
Future  Cooperation  was  unanimously  adopted  by  both  organizations 
The  proposed  Constitution  provided  for  "at  least  50S  representation  of 
organizations  representing  blind  people".      On  this  occasion  the 
two  Executive  Committees  decided  to  convene  their  next  General 
Assemblies  simultaneously    in  the  Middle  East. 

The  European  Regional  Committees  of  WCWB  and  IFB  started  negotiations 
on  unification  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  European  Blind 
Union  at  a  meeting  ft,  Oslo,  Norway,  in  August  DlscusslQns 
a  so  Kent  on  between  the         Asian  comittees         ^  o^ 

Force  was  set  up.      This  Task  Force  submitted  proposals  for  a 
potential  unification  of  the  two  world  organizations.      m  Africa 
attempts  had  been  made  to  form  an  All  Africa  Federation  of  the  Blind. 

fr0rocrrraLAssembiies  °f  ifb  ^  wcwb  hew  in  ^  ^ 

from  October  26  to  30,  im,  a  Joint  Working  Group  drafted  the 

Constitution  of  the  Wo^'M  RUr,^  n  • 

tne  world  Blind  Union  which  was  subsequently 

unanimously  adopted  at  a  Founding  Assembly  on  October  36.      Both  WCWB 

1  e;ldedt°di—  ^  active  organizations  as  soon  as 
the  World  Blind  Union  had  come  legally  into  being.      The  World  Blind 
Union  was  registered  on  December  20,  lW  wlth  the  authorlties  in 
Pans,  ln  accordance  with  the  French  Law  of  July  1,  i901. 

Stockholm,  February  1985 

Anders  Arnfir 
Secretary  General 
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Mr.  Ismalla  Konate 
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Sheikh  Abdullah  M.  Al-Ghanim 

Mr.  John  Wilson 

Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla  Cobos 


OPENING  SESSION  -  TUESDAY.     OCTOBER  25.  1984  -  RIYADH 
PROGRAMME  OF  THE  OPENING  CEREMONY 


RECITATION  OF  EOtt  QUORAN. 

WELCOME  SPEECH  BY  SHEIKH  ABUDULLAH  M.  Al-GHANIM, 
VICE  PRESIDENT. 

SPEECH  BY  THE  V.C.W.B.  PRESIDENT. 
MRS.  DORINA  DE  GOUVEA  NOWILL. 

IN  MEMORIUM  -  A  IERIBUTE  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 
ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEES. 

CREDENTIALS  AND  PROXIES  COMMITTEE. 

NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE. 


OPENING  SESSION 
Tuesday,  October  23  ,  1984 

WELCOME  SPEECH  BY  SHEIKH  ABDULLAH  M.  AL-flHANTM  r    vice  President. 

It  is  my  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  here  to  Riyadh  ,  and  at  this 
particular  hall  which  witnessed  eight  years  ago  joint  and  separate 
meetings  of  both  the  W.C.W.B.  and  I.F.B.  Executive  Committees. 
On  behalf  of  the  Regional  Bureau  of  the  Middle  East  Committee  for 
the  Blind  and  as  the  Chairman  of  the  organizing  committee  of  this 
conference  ,  I  would  like  to  convey  to  all  participants  the 
greetings  and  best  wishes  of  my  colleagues  and  coworkers  who  have 
done  their  best  to  make  your  stay  among  us  a  pleasant  one  and  to 
help  you  conduct  your  debates  under  the  most  convenient  circumstances, 
so  as  to  enable  you  better  achieve  the  best  results. 

It  gives  me  particular  pleasure  to  participate  in  this  meeting  and 
I  seize  this  opportunity  to  warmly  thank  Mrs.  Dorina  de  Gouvea  Nowill 
President  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  Dr. 
Pranz  Sonntag  President  of  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind 
(IFB)  as  well  as  the  entire  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  meeting, 
for  their  kind  acceptance  to  convene  in  Riyadh  ,  hoping  you  will 
effeciently  go  ahead  with  the  excellent  work  you  are  performing 
through  your  sessions  ,  whether  being  held  apart  or  gointly  with 
the  counterpart  organizations. 

/ 

Wishing  all  of  you  immeasurable  success. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


SEVENTH  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  -  1IYADH,  SAUDI  ARABIA  -  OCTOBER,  1984 
SPEECH  BY  :   DORINA  DE  GOUVEA  NOWILL  ,  PRESIDENT. 


First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  authorities  of  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi 
Arabia  and  Sheik  Abdullah  Al-Ghanim  -  Chairman  of  the  Organising  Committee 
and  Vice-President  of  WCWB  -  as  well  as  his  collaborators,  for  their  hospi- 
tality and  for  the  excellent  working  conditions  they  have  offered  us. 

This  General  Assembly  constitutes  a  memorable  occasion  for  the  World  Council 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  since  many  important  transformations,  long 
pursued  by  the  majority  of  our  members,  will  now  take  on  a  definite  form 
and  direction,  firmly  conducting  the  destiny  of  visually  impaired  persons  in 
the  near  future.  This,  however,  has  only  been  achieved  as  a  result    of  the 
responsibility  undertaken  by  large  international  organizations  that,  having 
established  directives  at  regional  and  national  levels,  thrust  and  settled 
the  foundations  leading  towards  progress  and  social  development. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate,  in  ay  name  and  in  that  of  all  the 
WCWB  members,  the  Regional  Bureau  of  the  Middle  East  Committee  for  its  re- 
markable activities  during  this  quinquennium,  that  culminated  with  the  or- 
ganization of  the  3rd  International  Conference  on  Deaf -Blindness ,  in  Bahrain 
in  November  1983,  when  Resolutions  and  Recommendations  were  proposed  envisag- 
ing   the  rehabilitation  and  integration  of  deaf -blind  persons  in  society, 
particularly  of  those  in  developing  countries.  Furthermore,  the  financial  su£ 
port  given  by  the  UAE,  Bahrain,  Saudi  Arabia,  Qatar  and  Kuwait  greatly  con- 
tributed towards  the  success  of  the  Middle  East  Committee. 

The  programme  outlined  by  this  Committee  gave  special  emphasis  to  the  train- 
ing of  personnel  in  this  specie  area,  which  is  fundamental  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  visually  impaired  and  enriched  this  region  with  new  teachers  and 
orientation  and  mobility  instructors. 

To  all  those  who  have  collaborated  towards  the  realization  of  this  important 
event,  our  admiration  and  deep  gratitude. 


IN  MEMORIAM  -  A  TRIBUTE  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 


The  President  paid  homage  to  the  following  members  who  had  passed 
away  during  the  quinquennium  and  a  minute's  silence  was  observed. 
Vice-President  Hideyuki  Iwahashi ,  Japan 

Mr.  Harold  G.  Roberts,  Executive  Director  of  Helen  Keller 
International,  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Mary  Lee,  President  of  the  Korea  Society  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Visually  Handicapped 

Mr.  Vassili  A.  Fedorenko,  Vice-President  of  the  All  Russia 
Association  of  the  Blind 

Honorary  Life  Member  Mr.  Kingsley  Dassanaike  of  Sri  Lanka. 
Honorary  Life  Member  Hans  C.  Seierup  of  Denmark 

Dr.  Walter  Cohen,  former  chairman  of  the  South  African  National 
Council  for  the  Blind  and  the  World  Braille  Council 

Mr.  Jean-Emile  Gugenheim,  Vice  President  of  the  French  National 
Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 


Sir  Senarath  Gunawardena,  President  of  the  Sri  Lanka  Council 
for  the  Blind 

Mrs.  P.  Tiruchelvam,  Sri  Lanka,  Member  of  the  Executive  Committee 

Mr.  Otto  Schafer,  Vice  President  of  the  Union  of  War  Blinded 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

Mr.  Pierre  Schneider-Maunoury ,  Secretary  General  of  the  Valentin 
Hauy  Association,  France 

Mr.  Cyril  White,  0. B. E. .Founder  Member  of  the  New  Zealand  Association 
of  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted 

Dr.  Tibor  Vas,  Honorary  Life  President,  of  the  Hungarian  Association 
of  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted 

Mr.  Seiichi  Miyake,  Director  of  the  Traffic  Safety  Research  Centre 
for  the  Blind,  Japan. 
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ELECTION  OF  COMMITTEES 


Credentials  and  Proxies  Committee 


Nominations  Committee 


Captain  H.J.M.  Desai,  Chairman 
Dr.  Claude  Chambet 


Mr.  John  Wilson,  Chairman 
Mr.  M.  Djelloul 
Captain.  H.J.M.  Desai 
Mr.  Adilson  Ventura 


Dr.  Jeanne  Kenmore 


Dr.  H.  Pielasch 


Mr.  Ajlan  Ali  Al-Ajlan 


Resolutions  Committee 

Mr.  Oral  Miller,  Chairman 

Mr.  Bengt  Lindqvist 

Dr.  Antonio  C.  Monteiro  da  Silva 

Mr.  Evgueni  D.  Agueev 

Miss  Winnie  Ng 
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CONFERENCE  PARTICIPANTS 


President:    Mrs.  Dorina  de  Gouvea  Nowill 
„  Past  President:    Col.  Boris  V.  Zimin 
Honorary  Treasurer:    Mr.  John  C.  Colligan,  C.B.E. 

Honorary  Secretary  General:    Mr.  Anders  Arnor 


Assistant  Secretary  General:    Mrs.  Hilary  Gohier 
DELEGATES 


ALGERIA 

Mr.  Mustapha  Djelloul 
President 

Organisation  nationale  des  Aveugles  algeriens 

4,  Bid.  Mohamed  Khemisti 

Algiers 

Mr.  Mohamed  Chebba 
Secretaire  general 

Organisation  nationale  des  Aveugles  algeriens 

4,  Bid.  Mohamed  Khemisti 

Algiers 


AUSTRALIA 

Mr.  David    C.  Blyth 
Honorary  Secretary 

National  Federation  of  Blind  Citizens 
45  Waver ley  Road  * 
East  Malvern,  Victoria  3145 

Mr.  John  W.  Wilson 

c/o  Association  for  the  Blind 

7  Mair  Street 

Brighton  Beach,  Victoria  3186 


BAHRAIN 

Mr.  Husain  H.  Al-Holaibi 

The  Blind  Society  and  their  Friends 

P.O.Box  26674 

Manama 


BELGIUM 

Mr    Jean-Paul  Herbecq 

Delegue  de  1' Union  beige  des  Organismes 

neutres  pour  Handicap's  de  la  Vue 
63,  avenue  des  Dames  Blanches 
B-1150  Bmxelles 

Mr.  Ernest  Jacobs 

Delegue  de  1' Alliance  nationale  des 

Organismes  catholiques  pour  Aveugles 
52,  Stijn  Streuvelsstraat 
B-8000  Brugge 


BRAZIL 

Dr    Antonio  Carlos  Monteiro  da  Silva 
Fundacao  para  o  Livro  do  Cego  no  Brasil 
Rua  Dr.  Diogo  de  Faria,  558 
04037  Sao  Paulo,  SP 

Prof.  Adiison  Ventura 
President 

Associacao  Brasileira  de  Educacao 

de  Deficientes  Visuais 
Rua  Rafael  Bandeira,  55 
88.000  Florianopolis ,  SC 


BULGARIA 

Mr .  Janaki  Gradev 
President 

Union  of  the  Blind  in  Bulgaria 
Ul.  Naicho  Tzanov,  172 
1309  Sofia 


CAMEROON 

Mr.  Laurent  T.  Ayissi 
Ministere  des  Affaires  sociales 
Yaounde 

Mr.  Jean-Baptiste  Ndoze 


CANADA 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Storey 
National  Director 
International  Services 

Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
1931  Bayview  Avenue 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4G  4C8 


COLOMBIA 

Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla-Cobos 
Calle  119  AN0  56-20 
Bogota 
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CYPRUS 

Mr.  Nevzat  Adil 
President 

Cyprus  Association  of  Solidarity 

with  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  50 
Nicosia 


Pancyprian  Organisation  of  the  Blind 

P.O.Box  3511 

Nicosia 


DENMARK 

Mr.  Svend  A.  Jensen 
President 

Dansk  Blindesamfund 
Randersgade,  68 
2100  Copenhagen  0 

Mr.  Poul  E.  Olsen 
Dansk  Blindesamfund 
Randersgade,  68 
2100  Copenhagen  0 


ETHIOPIA 

Mr.  Tamre  Leben 
Chairman 

Ethiopian  National  Association 

of  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  30.057 
Addis  Ababa 

Mr.  Shoarega  Zewde 

General  Secretary 

Ethiopian  National  Association 

of  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  30.057 
Addis  Ababa 


FINLAND 

Mr.  Arvo  Karvinen 
Secretary  General 
NakOvammaisten  Keskusliitto  ry. 
Makelankatu,  50 
00510  Helsinki  51 


FRANCE 

Dr    Claude  Chambet 
Presidente 

Association  "Pour  les  Aveugles" 

Centre  de  Reeducation  pour  Aveugles  recents 

Denial ne  des  Ombrages 

78160  Marly-le-Roi 

Mr.  Louis  Ciccone 
Secretaire  general  adjoint 
Association  Valentin  Haiiy 
5,  rue  Duroc 
75007  Paris 

Mr,  Henri  Gauvrit 
Vice-President 

Comity  national  pour  la  Promotion  sociale 
des  Aveugles 

I,  Cote  Saint  Sebastien 
44200  Nantes 

Mrs.  N.  Gugenheim 
Vice-Presidente 

Groupement  des  Intellectuels  aveugles 
et  amblyopes 

II,  av.  Frederic  Le  Play 
75007  Paris 

Mr.  Marcel  Herb 
Vice-President 

Union  des  Producteurs  aveugles  titulaires 

du  Label 
27,  rue  de  la  Premiere  Armee 
67000  Strasbourg 

Mr.  Andre  Nicolle 
President 

Comite     national    pour  la  Promotion  sociale 

des  Aveugles 
58,  avenue  Bosquet 
75007  Paris 


GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

Dr.  Helmut  Pielasch 
President 

Blinden-und-Sehschwachen-Verband  der  DDR 
Clara-Zetkin-Str.  105 
1080  Berlin 

Mrs.  Ingeburg  Schlemonat 
Vice-President 

Blinden-und  -Sehschwac hen- Verba nd  der  DDR 
Clara-Zetkin-Str .  105 
1080  Berlin 
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FEDERAL  REPUBLIC  OF  GERMANY 


HUNGARY 


Mr.  Jurgen  Hertlein 
Director 

Deutsche  Blindenstudienanstalt  e.V. 
Am  Schlag,  8 
3550  Marburg 

Mr.  Heinrich  Johanning 
Vice-President 

Bund  der  Kriegsblinden  Deutschlands  e.V. 
Schumannstr .  35 
5300  Bonn  1 

Mr.  Dieter  Nagel 

Secretary  General 

Deutscher  Blindenverband  e.V. 

Bismarckallee ,  30 

5300  Bonn  2 

Prof.  Dr.  Heinrich  Scholler 
President 

Deutscher  Verein  der  Blinden  und  Sehbehinderten 

in  Studium  und  Beruf  e.V. 
Zwengauerweg ,  5 
8000  Munchen  71 


Dr.  Franz  Sonntag 
President 

Blind  der  Kriegsblinden  Deutschlands  e 
Schumannstr .  35 
5300  Bonn  1 

Mr.  Horst  Stolper 
President 

Deutscher  Blindenverband  e.V. 
Bismarckallee,  30 
5300  Bonn  2 


GREECE 

Mr.  Emmanuel  Kefakis 
Director  General 

Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  Greece 
17,  Athinas  Str. 
Kallithea-Athens 

Mr.  Panagiotis  Kouroublis 
President 

Panhellenic  Association  of  the  Blind 
31,  Veranzerou  Str. 
104  32  Athens 


V. 


Dr.  Istvan  Bodi 
Secretary  General 

Hungarian  Association  of  the  Blind  and 

Partially  Sighted 
Majus  1  ut.  47 
1146  Budapest 


ICELAND 

Mr.  Halldor  S.  Rafnar 
President 
Blindrafelagid 
Hamrahlid,  17 
105  Reykjavik 


INDIA 

Mr.  Lai  Advani 

F- 14/61  Model  Town  II 

Delhi  110  009 

Mr.  Suresh  C.  Ahuja 
Executive  Officer 

National  Association  for  the  Blind 
11,  Khan  Abdul  Gaffar  Khan  Road 
Worli  Seaface 
Bombay  400  025 

Captain  H.J.M.  Desai 
Honorary  Secretary  General 
National  Association  for  the  Blind 
Dubash  Mansion 
Walton  Road,  Colaba 
Bombay  400  039 

Mrs.  S.F.D.  Nanavati 
Vice-President 

National  Association  for  the  Blind 
67-G,  Gilder  House 
Bhulabhai  Desai  Road 
Bombay  400  026 

Mr.  J.K.  Patel 

Honorary  Secretary  General 

Adult  Training  Centre  for  the  Blind 

Dr.  Vikram  Sarabhai  Road 

Polytechnic  Vastrapur 

Ahmedabad  380  015,  Gujarat 
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INDIA  (Continued) 

Dr.  Rajendra  T.  Vyas 
Honorary  Secretary 
National  Association  for  the  Blind 
*  c/o  RCSB  South-East  Asia  Regional  Office 
B-l/3  Matru  Ashish 
L.  Jagmohandas  Marg. 
Bombay  400  036 


IRAQ 

Miss  Etimad  R.  Al-Salhi 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  Social  Affairs 

Bab  Snarqi 

Baghdad 


ITALY 

Prof.  Nicola  Castellucci 
Unione  Italiana  dei  Ciechi 
Via  Borgognona,  38 
00187  Rome 

Dr.  Giuseppe  Castronova 
Unione  Italiana  dei  Ciechi 
Via    Borgognona,  38 
'00187  Rome 

Dr.  Rodolfo  Cattani 
Unione  Italiana  dei  Ciechi 
Via  Borgognona,  38 
00187  Rome 

Dr.  Roberto  Kervin 
Presidente 

Unione  Italiana  dei  Ciechi 
Via  Borgognona,  38 
00187  Rome 


JAPAN 

Mr.  Hirotsugu  J it sumo to 
Chief  Director 

National  Committee  for  the  Welfare 

of  the  Blind 
c/o  National  Rehabilitation  Center 

for  the  Disabled 
1,  Namiki  4-chome 
Tokorozava  City 
Saitama  Pref.  359 


JAPAN  (Continued) 

Mr.  Masahiro  Muratani 
President 

Japan  Federation  of  the  Blind 
10-33  Takadanobaba  1-chome 
Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo  160 


JORDAN 

Miss  Helena  Shehadeh 

Executive  Secretary  and  Principal 

The  National  Society  for  the  Visually 

Handicapped 
Al-Shurooq  School  for  Girls 
P.O.Box  19924 
Jerusalem 


KENYA 

Mr.  Mark  Sinclair 
Chairman 

Kenya  Society  for  the  Blind 

Sadler  House 

Koinange  Street 

2nd  Floor  -  Room  213 

Nairobi 


KOREA 

Mr.  E.  Jon  Paik 

Executive  Director 

Korea  Society  for  the  Welfare 

of  the  Visually  Handicapped 
K.P.O.  Box  381 
Seoul 

Miss  Jung  Syn  Yang 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

Korea  Society  for  the  Welfare 

of  the  Visually  Handicapped 
K.P.O.  Box  381 
Seoul 


LEBANON 

Miss  Antoinette  Kazan 
P.O.Box  55086 
Sin  el  Fil 
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LIBYA 


NEPAL 


Mr.  Mohamed  All  Saud 
Director 

Association  for  the  Blind 

P.O.Box  583 

Benghazi 


Dr.  Lakshmi  Narayan  Prasad 

Centre  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

Kalmochan,  Tripureshwar 

Post  Box  n°  3255 

Kathmandu 


MALAYSIA 

Mr.  John  Kim 
President 

Society  of  the  Blind  in  West  Malaysia 

40  A  Jalan  Kandang  Kerbau 

Brickfields 

Kuala -Lumpur  09-03 

Miss  Winnie  Ng 

Executive  Director 

Malayan  Association  for  the  Blind 

P.O.Box  687 

Kuala  Lumpur 

MALI 

Mr.  Ismalla  Konate 
President 

Association  malienne  pour  la  Promotion 

sociale  des  Aveugles 
B.P.  377 
Bamako 

Mrs.  Djeneba  Konate 
Direc trice 

Institut  national  des  Jeunes  Aveugles 

B.P.  377 

Bamako 


MOROCCO 

Mr.  Mohamed  Doumou 

Organisation  alaouite  pour  la  Protection 

des  Aveugles 
8,  Zankat  Houssaln  ler 
Rabat 

Mr.  Abdellatif  Hajji 

Organisation  alaouite  pour  la  Protection 

des  Aveugles 
8,  Zankat  Houssaln  ler 
Rabat 


NEW  ZEALAND 

Mr.  Geoffrey  F.  Gibbs 
Director 

Royal  Neaw  Zealand  Foundation 

for  the  Blind 
545  Parnell  Road 
Private  Bag 
Newmarket,  Auckland  1 

Mr.  Terence  H.  Small 
President 

New  Zealand  Association  of  the  Blind 

and  Partially  Blind,  Inc. 
P.O.Box  37-414 
Parnell,  Auckland  1 


NIGER 

Mr.  Abdourahmane  Soli 
President 

Association  nationale  pour  la  Promotion 

des  Aveugles 
B.P.  2393 
Niamey-Balafon 

Mrs.  Eugenie  Tchelle 
Secretaire  generale 

Association  nationale  pour  la  Promotion 

des  Aveugles 
B.P.  2393 
Niamey-Balafon 


NORWAY 

Mr.  Arne  Husveg 
Secretary  General 
Norges  Blindef orbund 
Sporveisgate ,  10 
Oslo  3 

OMAN 

Mr.  Saleh  Salem  Al-Jaffary 


POLAND 


SOUTH  AFRICA  (Continued) 


Mr.  Vlodzlmierz  Kopydlowskl 
President 

Polish  Association  of  the  Blind 
Ul.  Konwiktorska ,  9 
00-216  Warsaw 


PORTUGAL 

Dr.  Orlando  de  Jesus  Monteiro 
Secretaria  Nacional  de  Reabilitacao 
Avenida  Conde  Valbom,  63 
1000  Lisbon 


SAUDI  ARABIA 

Sheikh  Abdullah  M.  Al-Ghanim 
President 

The  Regional  Bureau  of  the  Middle  East 

Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  3465 
Riyadh  11471 


Miss  Hazel  Smith 
P.O.Box  7445 
Newton  Park 
Port  Elizabeth  6055 


SPAIN 

Mr.  Samuel  Rodriguez 
General  Council  Member 

Organizacion  Nacional  de  Ciegos  de  Espana 
Calle  del  Prado,  24 
28014  Madrid 

Mr.  Antonio  Vicente 

President  of  the  General  Council 

Organizacion  Nacional  de  Ciegos  de  Espana 

Calle  del  Prado,  24 

28014  Madrid 

Mr.  Pedro  Zurita 

Head  of  the  International  Relations 
Department 

Organizacion  Nacional  de  Ciegos  de  Espana 
Calle  del  Prado,  24 
28014  Madrid 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

Dr.  M.P.  Mphahlele 

c/o  Department  of  Health  &  Social  Welfare 
Private  Bag  X04 
Chuniespoort  0745  Lebowa 


Prof.  Theo  Pauw 
Chairman 

South  African  National  Council 

for  the  Blind 
106  Marais  Street 
Strand  7140 

Dr.  William  Rowland 
Director 

South  African  National  Council 

for  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  11149 
Brooklyn,  Pretoria  0011 


SWEDEN 

Mr.  Bengt  Lindqvist 
President 

Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped 
S-122  88  Enskede 


TUNISIA 

Mr    Youssef  Mezoughi 
Secretaire  general 

Union  nationale  des  Aveugles  de  Tunisie 
21,  Bid.  Bab  Benet 
Tunis  1006 

Mr.  Yahia  Yahia 
President 

Union  nationale  des  Aveugles  de  Tunisie 
21,  Bid.  Bab  Benet 
Tunis  1006 
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UGANDA 

Mr.  John  P.  Kyeyune 
Chairman 

Uganda  National  Association 

of  the  Blind 
P.O.Box  6938 
Kampala 

Mr.  John  G.  Wamono 
Chairman 

Uganda  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
National  Theatre  Building 
P.O.Box  1945 
Kampala 


UNITED  ARAB  EMIRATES 

Mr.  Khalfan  Ali  Bakheet 

Ministry  of  Education 
P.O.Box  7 
Ras  Al-Khaymah 


UNITED  KINGDOM 

Mr.  Ian  W.  Bruce 
Director  General 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
224  Great  Portland  Street 
London  WIN  6AA 

Mr.  C.  Hynes 
President 

National  League  of  the  Blind  &  Disabled 
597  Al trine ham  Road 
Wythenshawe 
Manchester  M23  8DW 

Mr.  T.H.  Parker,  OBE 
15  De  Barri  Street 
Rhydyfelin 
Pontypridd 

Mid -Glamorgan  CF37  5HY 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Taylor 
71,  Oakhurst  Grove 
East  Dulwich 
London  SE22  9 AH 

Mr.    Duncan  A.  Watson,  BA(Oxon) 
Chairman 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
224  Great  Portland  Street 
London  WIN  6AA 


US.S.R. 

Mr.  Evgueni  D.  Agueev 

Chief  Editor  "Nasha  Jizn" 

All  Russia  Association  of  the  Blind 

Central  Board 

14  Novaya  Plochad 

103  672  Moscow 

Mr.  Alexander  V.  Azarov 
Vice-President 

All  Russia  Association  of  the  Blind 

Central  Board 

14  Novaya  Plochad 

103  672  Moscow 

Prof.  Dr.  Elena  S  Liebman 
Ophthalmologist 

All  Russia  Association  of  the  Blind 
14  Novaya  Plochad 
103  672  Moscow 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

Mr.  Grant  Mack 
President 

American  Council  of  the  Blind 
139  East  South  Temple,  Suite  5000 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84111 


URUGUAY 

Mr.  Enrique  Elissalde 
President 

Fundacion  Braille  del  Uruguay 
Calle  Durazno,  1772 
Montevideo 


YEMEN  ARAB  REPUBLIC 

Mr.  Mahmoud  Shahir  Abdul-Rahman 
Director  General 
Social  Welfare  Department 
Ministry  of  Social  Welfare  &  Labour 
Sana ' a 

Mr.  Hasan  Hasan  Khadhi 

Ministry  of  Social  Welfare  &  Labour 

Sana' a 


YUGOSLAVIA 

Mr.  Fadil  Mucic 

Member  of  the  Praesidium  of  the 

Federal  Committee 
Savez  Slepih  Jugoslavije 
Post  Box  807 
11001  Belgrade 

Mr.  Ante  Sedic 

Secretary  of  the  Association  of 

the  Blind  of  Croatia 
Savez  Slepih  Jugoslavije 
Post  Box  807 
11001  Belgrade 


INTERNATIONAL  MEMBERS 


Mr.  Lawrence  F,  Campbell 


Helen  Keller  International,  Inc. 
22  West  17th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10011 
U.S.A. 


Mr.  Alan  W.  Johns,  OBE 
Director 


Royal  Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Blind 
Commonwealth  House 
Heath  Road 

Haywards  Heath,  Sussex  RH16  3AZ 
United  Kingdom 


Dr ;    Jeanne  R.  Kenmore 


Christ of fel-Blindenmission  e.V. 

Nibelungenstrasse ,  124 

6140  Bensheim  4 

Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
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OFFICIAL  PARTICIPANTS 
(Representatives  of  Governments,  sponsoring  members,  lecturers 
representatives  of  Associate  Members) 


Australia 

Mr.  Keith  J.  Holdsworth 

Royal  Guide  Dogs  for  the  Blind 

Associations  of  Australia 

Chandler  Highway 

P.O.  Box  162 

Kew,  Victoria  3101 


Bangladesh 

Mr.  Monsur  Ahmed  Choudhuri 
Secretary 

Assistance  for  Blind  Children 
House  361,  Road  28  (Old) 
Dhanmondi  R.A. 
Dhaka-9 

Mr.  Abu  Baker  Siddique 
Treasurer 

Dr.      Shafiqur  Rahman 


India 

The  Rev.  B.  Israel 

Bethlehem  Church  Association 

for  the  Blind 

Narsapur  534  275 

West  Godavari  District 

Andhra  Pradesh 

Mr.  Somnath  V.  Bijur 
8/9  Anant  Bhavan 
211  Waterfield  Road 
Bandra  (West) 
Bombay -4 00  050 

Mr.  Ratnakar  M.  Raje 
Honorary  Secretary 
Blind  Men's  Association 
8/149  M.H.B.  Colony 
Nehru  Road 
Santacruz  "(East) 
Bombay  400  055 


Indonesia 


Ali  Partokoesoemo 


Mr.  R.  Moch, 
Chairman 

Persatuan  Tunanetra  Indonesia  (Pertuni) 
JI.  Tainan  Bendungan  Jatiluhur  II/ H 
Jakarta  Pusat 

Malaysia 

Dr.  K.C.  Knutsen 
Executive  Director 
St.  Nicholas 
Locked  Bag  3031 
Penang 

Sweden 

Mr.  Hans  Fredrik  Larsson 
SRF  Produkter  AB  and 

Kronprinsessan  Margaretas  Arbetsnamnd 
for  de  Blinda 
Vastra  Vagen  9  E 
S-171  46  Solna 

United  States  of  America 

Mr.  Wen-Shiong  Tsung 
4162  Sarita  Dr. 
Fort  Worth 
Texas  76109 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Dasteel 

American  Thermoform  Corporation 

2311  Travers  Avenue 

City  of  Commerce,  Calif.  90040 

Mrs.  Sherry  Raynor 
President 

International  Institute  for  Visually 
Impaired,  0-7,  Inc. 
230  Central  Street 
Auburndale 

Massachusetts  02166  -  2399 

Mr.  Luis  A.  Kemeny 
Telesensory  Systems,  Inc. 
455  North  Bernardo  Avenue 
Mountain  View,  Ca.  94039-7455 


T 
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United  States  of  America  ( contd . ) 


Mrs.  Virginia  Wulfestieg 
Chairman,  Board  of  Directo 
Lutheran  Braille  Workers 
P.O.  Box  459 
Orangevale,  CA.  95662 


Mr.  Oral  0.  Miller 

3701  Connecticut  Avenue  N.W. 

Suite  236 

Washington,  D.C.  20008 


Saudi  Arabia  and  the  Gulf  States 


ARAB  BUREAU  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  THE 
GULF  STATE. 

-2§0.  Dr.  Sa'eb  Al-Alusi 

U.N.  REPRES.  -  SAUDI  ARABIA. 

2&r*  Mr.  Adnan  A/Kh.  Socjaier. 
Dr.  Hassan  Amein. 

ARABIAN  GULF  COOPERATION  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Abdul-Aziz  Al-Twejri 

MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  &  SOCIAL  AFFAIRS 

-S^T.  Mr.  Ali  Salih  Al-Magllootb 
-395.  Mr.  Ahmad  S.  Al -Muslim 
#96.  Mr.  Mohsin  Mobarak  Al -Muslim 
29?-.  Mr.  A/Rh.  S.  Mijhim. 


( 


y>>%*     Mr.  Ahmad  Hussain 
V6'  Abdullah  Bo-Qais. 

RIYADH  AND  KHZ&j  HOSPTTAT,  PPnr. 

Mr.  Ahmad  Abu  Isba'a. 
3^2.     Dr.  John  Sanford. 
U.N.I.c.E.-F. 

^3-     Mrs.  Median  Al-Garoush. 
iSAB^IlLY  ORG.  -  tt./tt 

3^.     Dr.  Nawaf  Fawaz. 
3/5.     Mr.  Moh'd  Hasan  Said 
3/T6.     Mr.  Waleed  H>  Ai-Hamaidan 
PRESS  -  BAHRATTa 
317.    Mr.  Jafar  H.  Nassir 


:*e.  W:,ss.  Ahwa'a  Al-Bousheed 
3/9,    Mr.  Ian  Hunter. 

|gING  SAUD  UNIVERSITY 

3p.  Dr.  Abdullah  Al-Hamdan. 
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INTERNATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 


International  Labour  Office 
Mr.  Willi  Momm 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  Branch 
4,  route  de  Morillons 
CH-1211  Geneva  22 
Switzerland 

IMPACT 

'An  International  Initiative  Against 

Avoidable  Disablement) 

Sir  John  Wilson,  C.B.E. 

Senior  Consultant 

22  The  Cliff 

Roedean,  Brighton 

East  Sussex  BN2  5RE 

England 


World  Health  Organization 

Dr.  R.  Pararajasegaram 
Regional  Adviser 

Regional  Office  for  South  East  Asia 
World  Health  House 
New  Delhi  1.10.002 
India 


INTERNATIONAL  N0N- GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATIONS 


CWOIH 

(Council  of  World  Organizations 
Interested  in  the  Handicapped) 
Mr.  Norman  Acton 
Chairman 

Route  5,  Box  518 
Gloucester,  Virginia  23061 
United  States  of  America 
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OBSERVERS 


Algeria 

Mrs.  Mustapha  Djelloul 
Mr.  Amokran  A' bed 
Mr.  Mwlod  Oghan 

Australia 


Mrs.  Eunice  E.  Wilson 
Bahrain 

Mr.  Maki  H.  Al-Taweel 
Mr.  Abduwahid  M.  Abdullah 
Mr.  Ahmad  Sharaf  Al-Alawe 

Belgium 

Mrs.  Francoise  Hardy  Herbecq 
Mrs.  Denise  Jacobs  Ingels 
Mr.  Van  Campenhout 

Brazil 

Mr.  Paulo  De  Mesquita  Da  Silva 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Alex.  Nowill 
Miss  Ivete  De  Masi' 

Bulgaria 

Mr.  Morfi  Scarlatov 
Cameroon 

Mrs.  Marthe  Mengue 
Canada 

Mrs.  Miriam  Ruth  Storey 
People's  Republic  of  China 


Mr.  Teng  Weimin 
Mr.  Shen  Guangwu 
Mr.  Tang  Fang 

(China  Association  for  Blind  and  Deaf 
14?  North  Dong  An  Men  Street 
Beijing) 

Cyprus 

Mr.  Ahmad  Bashar 

Mr.  Andreas  Sammoutis 

El  Salvador 


Germany  (Federal  Republic) 

Mrs.  Marianne  Sonntag 
Mrs.  Barbara  Stolper 
Mrs.  Gertrud  Scholler 
Mr.  Karl  Thomas  Drerup 
Mrs.  Anneliesa  Johanning 
Mrs .  Dorothy  Hansen 

Germany  (Democratic  Republi 

Mrs.  Renate  Berndt 
Mrs.  Brigitte  Wick 

Finland 

Mrs.  Eila  Maria  Karvinen 
France 

Mrs.  H.  Herb 
Mr.  Jack  Naudet 

Greece 

Mrs.  Ifegenia  Polydorou 
Mr.  K.  Konstadinidis 

Hungary 

Dr.   (Mrs. )  Emmy  Csocsan 
Iceland 

Mrs.  Porbjorg  J.  Rafnar 
India 

Mrs.  Swaran  Ahuja 
Mrs.  Madhavi  R.  Vyas 
Mrs.  Bhadra  J.  Patel 

Italy 

Mrs.  Edda  M.  Kervin 
Mrs.  Anna  R.  Cattani 
Mrs.  Bianca  C.  Castellucci 
Mrs.  Giovanna  D.  Castronova 
Miss  Sabina  Jacobucci 

Japan 

Miss  Eiko  Inouye 
Miss  Ikuko  Shiotsubo 
Miss  Reiko  Shiotsubo 


Mr.  Oscar  Sol  Viaud 
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OBSERVERS  (contd.) 


Jordan 

Miss  Samar  M.  Dirawi 

Dr.  (Mrs.)  Khawla  A.  Yahya 


Libya 

Mr.  Farag  0.  Omar 
Mr.  Dkheal  Ali  Alhoni 
Mr.  Farag  A.  Aiyad 
Mr.  Ahmad  A.  El-Bira 


New  Zealand 


United  Kingdom 

Mrs.  Mercia  M.  Watson 

Mr.  T.B.  Foxall 

Mrs.  Elisa  C.  Simpson 

U.S.S.R. 

Mrs.  Ludmila  B.  Tsesarskaya 
Mrs.  Maria  I.  Patalakh 

Uruguay 

Mrs.  Carmen  R.  Elissalde 

Yugoslavia 

Mr.  Milovan  Bojovic 
Mr.  Mirko  Vukosavl jevic 


Mrs.  Mona  I.  Small 


Palestine  Liberation  Organization 

Mr.  Mohammad  Ali  Oudeh 
Mr.  Ribhi  Jamal  Aamer 
Mr.  Hasan  Moh'd  Abboud 

Poland 

Mr.  Tadeusz  Godlewski 
Portugal 

Mrs.  Irolinda  Soares  Oliveira 
Qatar 

Mr .  A.J.  Morad 
South  Africa 


Secretariat 

Mrs.  Marina  Magalachvili ,  WCWB,  Paris 
Mrs.  Annie  Dvoretsky,  WCWB,  Stockholm 


Mies  Rukaya  Asmall 
Spain 

Mrs.  A.M.  Sanchez 
Mr.  Julian  Rebolo 
Mr.  Carlos  Garcia 

Sweden 

Mr.  Per  Hagermalm 
Mrs.  Eva  Adebro 


Uganda 

Mr.  Wilfred  Kh.  Wangwe 
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ARAB  GULF  CENTRE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Mrs.  Parween  Kazerooni 
Miss  Samira  Dashti 
Miss  Naema  Issa  Siadi 
Miss  Mona  Hmoud 
Mr.  Moh'd  Rabbei  Khalefa 
Miss  Samira  Ahmad 


BUSINESS  SESSION  1 

Discussion  on  the  possible  creation  of  a  United  World  Body 
as  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee. 


The  Secretary  General  ,  Mr.  Anders  Amor,  read  the  following 
resolution  which  had  been  adopted  on  October,  22,  1984,  by 
the  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  IFB  and  WCWB  : 

RESOLUTION 

The  Joint  IFB/WCWB  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  on  22  October, 
1984,  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  proposes  the  creation  of  3  joint 
IFB/WCWB  Working  Groups  with  the  same  status  to  finalize  proposals 
for  a  united  world  organization  : 

-  one  on  constitutional  matters, 

-  one  on  administrative  and  financial  issues,  and 

-  one  on  nominations. 

1.  The  Working  Group  on  the  Constitution  shall  consist  of  (9) 
persons  comprising  a  chairman  and  (4)  members  from  each 
organization  .  The  working  group  shall  study  the  present 
constitutions  of  IFB  and  WCWB  with  approved  amendments  , 
make  use  of  the  proposed  Constitution  for  the  World  Blind 
Union  as  a  basis  and  take  into  account  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  French  delegation  and  the  European  Blind 
Union,  as  well  as  the  viewpoints  expressed  by  the  members 
of  the  two  Executive  Committee  and  of  national  delegations 
of  both  organisations.  The  meeting  confirmed  the  appointment 
of  the  4  WCWB  delegates  Mr.  Boris  V.  Zimin  ,  Mr.  Duncan 
Watson,  Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla-Cobos  and  Sir  John  Wilson, 
and  the  4  IFB  delegates  Mr.  Horst  Stolper,  Mr.  Lai  Advani, 
Mr.  John  Wamono  and  Mr.  David  Blyth  .  The  meeting  furthermore 
elected  Mr.  Svend  Jensen  as  chairman  of  the  committee  . 

2.  The  Working  Group  on  Administration  and  Finances  shall  consist 
of  the  Presidents,  the  Treasurers  and  the  Secretaries-General 
of  IFB  and  WCWB. 

3.  The  Working  Group  on  Nominations  consists  of  6  members  each 
from  IFB  and  WCWB  selected  among  their  members  within  the  6 
geographical  regions.  The  following  members  were  nominated  to 
represent  WCWB  on  the  Committee  : 
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Mr.  Mustapha  Djelloul,  Africa, 
Captain  Homi  Desai,  Asia, 
Mr.  Adilson  Ventura,  Latin  America, 
Dr.  Helmut  Pielasch,  Europe, 

Mr.  Ajlan  Ali  Al-Ajlan,  the  Middle  East,  and 
Mr.  John  Wilson  ,  North  America  and  Oceania. 

The  following  members  were  nominated  to  represent  the  IFB  : 

Mr.  Tom  Parker,  U.K., 

Mr.  Jean-Paul  Herbecq,  Belgium, 

Dr.  Fatima  Shah,  Pakistan, 

Mr.  Enrique  Elisallde,  Uruguay, 

Mr.  Terrence  Small,  New  Zealand,  and 

Mr.  Kaunde  Johns,  Liberia  . 

The  meeting  furthermore  decided  to  appoint  Mr.  Tom  Parker  as 
chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  $  Working  Groups  shall  endeavour  to  submit  their  proposals 
to  a  Pounding  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Blind  Union  on 
Priday,  October  26,  1984  ,  at  09.00  a.m.,  but  in  any  case  no 
later  than  Tuesday,  October, $0,  1984. 

In  case  a  conclusion  cannot  be  reached,  the  Recommendation  of 
the  Honorary  Officers  of  WCWB  from  their  meeting  in  Berlin  on 
April  30,  1984,  to  adjourn  the  General  Assembly  for  12  months 
will  remain  valid. 

Dr.  Sonntag,  speaking  as  President  of  the  International 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  reported  that  the  resolution  had  been 
adopted  by  IFB  with  91  persons  in  favour  and  7  against  .  He  was 
convinced  that  the  creation  of  The  World  Blind  Union  would 
satisfy  the  desires  of  organizations  of  the  blind  and 
organizations  working  for  the  blind. 

After  considerable  discussion  ,  the  meeting  adjourned.  On 
resumption  of  the  meeting  a  vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution 
was  approved  unanimously. 

A  motion  on  the  dissolution  of  the  World  Council  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  a  motion  on  the  transfer  of  WCWB  funds 
to  the  new  organization  were  carried  unanimously. 


BUSINESS  SESSION  2 
Wednesday,  October,  24,  1984. 

The  following  message  was  read  by  U.N,  representative  in  Riyadh: 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  U.N.  SECRETARY-GENERAL 
ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  THE  U.N.   DAY,   24  OCTOBER,  1984 


United  Nations  Day  commemorates  a  new  beginning  in  the  history  of  the 
international  affairs.     In  agreeing  to  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations, 
the  world's  peoples  resolved  to  put  relations  between  the  Nations  on  a  footing 
altogether  different  from  the  one  which  had  caused  recurrent  conflicts  and 
untold  suffering  over  centuries.     In  no  previous  era  had  the  international 
conduct  been  governed  by  the  concept  of  human  solidarity  to  which  the  Charter 
gave  a  concrete,  institutional  shape. 

The  Charter  thus  embodies  an  innovative  concept  whose  full  meaning  and 
scope  could  be  realized  only  through  time.     In  the  nearly  four  decades  which 
have  passed  since  then,  we  have  no  doubt  witnessed  much  divergence  between 
practice  and  principle,  between  the  actual  state  of  international  relations 
and  the  norms  envisaged  in  the  Charter.     We  observe  the  persistence  of  instincts 
and  attitudes  which  lead  to  violent  conflicts  and  the  relentless  arms  race. 
This  certainly  is  the  cause  for  a  great  anciety  and  apprehension.     Yet  these 
deviations  from  the  multilateral  and  rational  approach  to  the  problems  of  the 
international  peace  and  development  must  on  no  account  be  seen  as  invalidating 
that  approach.     On  the  contrary,  they  confirm  the  essentiality  of  multilateralism 
and  of  the  pacific  settlement  of  disputes.    Moreover,  we  cannot  overlook  the 
emergence  of  a  real  international  community  and  the  qulitative  change  in  the 
international  environment  which  has  been  made  possible  only  by  the  existence 
of  the  United  Nations. 

The  United  Nations  has  served  as  the  agent  of  the  immense  process  of 
transition  from  an  international  order  dominated  by  a  few  states  to  one  which 
is  the  representative  of  all.     It  has  laid  down  standards  for  the  observance 
of  human  rights  which  have  lent  content  to  the  notions  of  human  dignity  and 
freedom.     It  has  given  succour  to  millions  uprooted  from  their  countries.  It 
has  vastly  extended  and  strengthened  the  structure  of  international  law.  It 
has  created  a  global  consciousness  of  the  imperatives  of  development  and  of 
the  need  for  greater  balance  in  the  world  economy.     Its  operations  in  the  field 
of  development  at  the  national  level  have  made  significant  contributions  to 
the  advance  of  the  developing  countries. 

In  the  specifically  political  sphere,  there  are  situations  in  which  the 
United  Nations  or  the  Secretary-General  remains  essential  to  communication 
between  the  parties.     The  Organization  has  initiated  and  conducted  peace- 
keeping actions  which  have  averted  many  larger  conflicts.     It  serves  as  the 
only  forum  for  a  comprehensive  dialogue  among  the  Governments  on  all  matters 
of  international  concern.     Even  during  the  present  period  of  severe  strains, 
recent  developments  have  again  shown  its  importance  as  the  only  place  where 
the  leaders  or  representative  of  nations  which  are  at  odds  with  one  another 
can  come  together  and  formulate  positions  which  can  lead  to  serious  negotiations. 

On  United  Nations  Day  this  year,  therefore,  we  who  serve  the  World  Orga- 
nization have  every  reason  to  draw  strength  from  the  meaning  and  effect  of 
our  endeavours.  A  realistic  view  of  the  world  situation  and  of  the  historical 
forces  at  work  calls  for  a  deep  and  abiding  commitment  to  the  Charter.  Let  us 
be  fortified  in  our  efforts  by  the  certain  knowledge  that  the  purpose  to  which 
we  are  dedicated  is  truly  indispensable  to  peace  and  development  and  indeed  to 
human  survival  Itself. 


REPORT  BY  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS  AND  PROXIES  COMMITTEE 


The  Chairman  of  the  Credentials  and  Proxies  Committee,  taking 
into  consideration: 

1)  the  financial  and  membership  standings; 

2)  the  written  statements  of  proxy; 

submitted  a  list  of  152  votes  (including  proxies)  as  proper  arid  valid 
according  to  the  WCWB  Constitution. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 
VII  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  -  RIYADH  -  OCTOBER  2JL25,  1984 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 
by  tes„  Dorina  d©  Gouvea  Nowill 

On  the  Activities  of  -the  W.CeW.B.  and  the  Executive  Comaiitt 


ee, 


During  my  forty  years  of  work  in  the  field  of  blindness,  it  has  been  a  privi- 
lege to  serve  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  -  WCWB,  twice  as 
Vice-President  and  from  1979  to  date,  as  President. 

No  organization  with  such  a  wide  scope  of  activities  such  as  WCWB ,  depends  on 
the  performance  of  one  single  person,  in  fact,  its  success  relies  on  the  active 
and  permanent  participation  of  a  team  that  acts  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
ples and  objectives  established  by  the  Governing  Body  of  the  organization. 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  pay  honrr.age  to  the  dedicated  collaborators  who 
passed  away  during  this  quinquennium:  to  our  Vice-President,  Hideyuki  Iwahashi, 
Chief  Director  of  the  Nippon  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  who  rendered  invaluable 
services  and  brought  about  enormous  benefits  to  the  entire  Asian    region,  and 
deserves  the  most  profound  respect  and  admiration  from  all  those    who  had  the 
chance  of  knowing  him,  both  in    his  country  and  abroad;  to  Harold  Roberts,  Chair 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Development  Cooperation;  to  Richard  Kinney,  Chairman  of~ 
the  Committee  on  Services  to  the  Deaf-Blind;  to  H.  C.  Seierup, Founding  Member; 
and  Kingsley  Dassanaikes  Honorary  Life  Member. 

Worthy  of  special  recognition  for  their  precious  contribution  towards  the  cause 
of  the  visually  impaired  but  unfortunately  also  departed,  are  M.  L.  Tarizzo,  Pro 
gramme  Manager-  of  the  WHO  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Nils-Ivar  Sundberg,  Head  ~ 
of  the  Special  Education  Unit  of  UNESCO. 

It  would  be  practically  impossible  to  mention  one  by  one  all  those  who,  during 
these  five  years  of  my  presidency,  contributed  towards  the  realization  of  the 
desires  and  aspirations  of  fellow-workers  who  elected  me  to  occupy  this  high 
post. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  Honorary  Officers,  their  ef- 
fort   and  prompt  willingness  to  be  present  at  the  H.O.  Annual  Meetings:  Antwerp 
1979,  Paris  1980,  Sao  Paulo  1980,  Qothenburg  1981,  Melbourne  1932,     Paris  19 S3 
and  Berlin  (DDR)  1984.  Thanks  to  their  prudence  and  knowledge,  as  well  to  their 
concern  to  attain  the  proposals  and  objectives  of  VCW3,  the  success  of  our  ac- 
tivities during  this  period  was  possible. 

I  would  also  like  to  emphasize  our    Treasurer's  competence  and  zeal,  so  neces- 
sary during  these  difficult  times s  and  extend  to  him  my  deepest  gratitude. 


Special  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  dedication  and  efficaciousness  demon 
strated  by  our  Secretary  General,  Anders  ArnBr  who,  on  account  of  his  serenity" 
and  diplomacy  greatly  contributed  towards  the  solution  of  problems  during  this 
period. 

I  am- aware  that  my  determination  to  be  kept  constantly  informed  about  everything 
that  went  on  in  our  organization,  considerably  increased  the  volume  of  correspon 
dence  exchanged  between  Paris,  Stockholm  and  Sao  Paulo,  thereby  imposing  our 
Headquarters  a  great  amount  of  work.  I  am  sure,  however,  that  during  these  past 
five  years,  despite  the  distance  that  separates  the  three  poles,  I  was     able  to 
participate  fully  in  the  life  of  our  organization.  I  would  like  to  mention  very 
especially  that  the  foregoing  was  only  possible  thanks  to  the  dedication  of  the 
two  assistants  in  Paris. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Federation  des  Aveugles  de  France  for  their  gener- 
osity in  granting  us  the  premises  of  the  WCWB  Paris  Office.  It  is  only  fair  to 
register  my  profound  recognition  to  the  Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Kandi 
capped  for  the  unlimited  support  they  have  given  to  our  Secretary  General  these 
five  years. 

The  activities  of 'WCWB,  in  compliance  with  the  13  Resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  Antwerp,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  efficacious  collaboration  of 
the  members  of  the  Executive,  Regional  and  Standing  Committees,  to  whom,  at 
this  moment,  I  extend  my  most  sincere  gratitude. 

In  my  capacity  as  President  of  WCWB,  I  also  maintained  permanent  contacts  with 
the  United  Nations,  its  Specialized  Agencies  and  Intergovernmental  Committees, 
as  well  as  with  international  non-governmental  organizations,  all  connected  to 
our  field  of  activities,  amongst  them:  the  International  Agency  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  (IAPB) ,  the  International  Council  for  the  Education  of  the 
Visually  Handicapped  (ICEVH) ,  the  International  Blind  Sports  Association  (IBSA) 
and  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind  (IFB) . 

Imbued  by  a  deep  feeling  of  gratitude,  I  am  prompted  to  stress  the    high  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  ever  present  good  will  shown  by  Dr.  Franz  Sonntag,  President 
of  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind,  and  his  colleagues,  regarding  our 
joint  actions  and  activities  that  have  paved  the  way  and  opened  the  horizons 
pointing  out  to  a  possible  merger  or  unification  of  our  respective  organizations 
in  the  near  future. 

Many  directors  and  experts  of  non-governmental  organizations  and  UN  Agencies , 
have  retired  during  these  past  five  years,  amongst  them  Messrs.  Karl  Gunther  and 
Norman  Cooper  of  the  International  Labour  Office  CTLO)  and  Norman  Acton  of 
Rehabilitation  International.      May  I  extend  to  them  my  great  appreciation  for 
the  high  level  of  contribution  that  they  have  bestowed  on  WCWB. 

It  is  solely^on  account  of  the  kind  and  generous  hospitality  of  our  national 
members:  Federation  des  Aveugles  de  France,  Foundation  for  the  Book  of  the 
Blind  in  Brazil,  Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped,  the  Australian 
Association  for  the  Blind,  the  Australian  National  Council  of  and  for  the  Blind, 
the  Association  of  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  that  our  Honorary  Officers  and  Executive  Co  rami  t  tee  meetings  were  great_ 
ly  facilitated.  A  word  of  thanks  must  also  be  conveyed  to  the  numerous  national 
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and  regional  organizations  that  have  hosted  and  organized  regional  conferences, 
seminars  and  training  courses.  ( 

I  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  render  hommage  to  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment for  their  moral,  financial  and  political  support,  also  for  the  prestige 
that  I  was  given,  especially  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
Ministry  of  Education  and  Culture,  and  other  Governmental  Organisms,  despite 
the  great  difficulties  faced  by  my  native  country,  as  a  result  of  the  monetary 
crisis  that  affects  the  world  nowadays. 

My  hearty  thanks  to  the  Directors  and  staff  of  the  Foundation  for  the  Book  of 
the  Blind  in  Brazil,  the  organization  I  preside  in  my  country,  where  no  efforts 
were  spared  to  maintain  an  infra-  structure  compatible  with  my  position  as  Pre- 
sident of  WCWB. 

Outstanding  events  marked  the  lives  of  disabled  people  during  the  quinquennium 

1979  -  1984  and  WCWB's  active  participation  contributed  decisively  towards  their 
success : 

1981  -  International  Year  of  Disabled-  Persons  and  its  most  important  consequence 

-  the  United  Nations  Long  Term  Programme  of  Action 

1982  -  The  Decade  of  Disabled  Persons 

1983  -  Convention  159  and  Recommendation  168  of  the  International  Labour  Office 

concerning  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  Employment  (Disabled  Persons) 

1984  -  Impact  Programme  -  an  international  initiative  against  avoidable  disable^ 

ment 

Three  important  ephemerides  also  attracted  the  world's  attention  to  the  field 
of  blindness  during  this  period: 

1980  -  Helen  Keller  Birth  Centennial 

1984  -  200th  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  first  school  for  the  blind  - 

-  the  Institut  National  des  Jeunes  Aveugles 

-  175th  anniversary  of  Louis  Braille's  birth 


1.  UNITED  NATIONS 

Traditionally  WCWB  maintains  official  relations  and/or  observer  status  with 
UN  Committees  and  Specialized  Agencies.  Renewed  efforts  were  made  during  this 
period  to   continue  and  improve  the  relationships  launched  by  our  predecessors. 

Strongly  and  unanimously  recommended  by  our  members ,  WCWB  has  actively  parti- 
cipated at  the  UN  celebration  of  the  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons, 
proclaimed  by  the  34th  Session  of  the  General  Assembly.   "Full  Participation  and 
Equality",  the  theme  of  IYDP ,  was  implemented  by  WCWB  member  countries  and  to  a 
great  extent,  opened  new  horizons  to  attain  the  full  integration  of  visually  im 
paired  persons  in  modern  society. 
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The  35th  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations ,  October  1980  cf 
ficially  opened  the  IYDP.   I  had  the  honour  to  address  the  Third  Committee     of  ~ 
the  General  Assembly  as  a  Brazilian  Delegate.  The  document  I  presented  resumed 
the  main  principles  and  objectives  that  have  been  supported  by  WCWB  during  more 
than  30  years,  deeply  affecting  the  lives  of  visually  impaired  persons.  During 
IYDP  illustrious  members  of  WCWB  also  addressed  UN  as  delegates  of  their  count- 
ries,' namely  Sir  John  Wilson  (United  Kingdom),  Bengt  Lindqvist  (Sweden)  and  Arne 
Husveg  (Norway) . 

WCWB  was  invited,  participated  and  presented  statements  in  regional  seminars  in 
preparation  of  IYDP  in  Bangkok,  Baghdad,  Addis  Ababa,  Santiago  de  Chile  and  Hel 
sinki.  — 

During  an  audience  with  His  Holiness  Pope  John  Paul  II,  August  1980,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  delivering  a  document,  asking  H.H.  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
entire  humanity  to  the  problems  faced  by  disabled  persons. 

In  September  1980,  on  behalf  of  WCWB ,  I  was  invited  to  be  a  speaker  in  the  "Col 
loquiura  on  Moral  Implications  of  IYDP",  New  York,  which  was  sponsored  by  the" 
Movement  for  a  Better  World  and  the  Staurus  International. 

WCWB  jointly  with  IFB  distributed  a  circular  letter  to  Heads  of  Governments, 
based  on  the  policy  adopted  by  the  two  organizations.  The  document  emphasized 
that  all  countries  should  meet  the  requirement  of  adequate  programmes  of  pre- 
vention, education,  rehabilitation  and  employment  of  the  visually  handicapped. 

Almost  all  national  members  of  WCWB  were  represented  on  national  and  local  IYDP 
committees  and  organizations  of  and  for  the  blind,  promoting  activities  of  public 
awareness       and  demonstration  of  the  possibilities  regarding  education  and  work 
of  visually  handicapped  people. 

Some  of  our  members  succeeded  to  address  their  national  Parliaments  and  through 
their  efforts,  hundreds  of  programmes  were  disseminated  to  all  mass  media  com- 
munication. 

WCWB  representatives  took  part  in  Regional  Seminars  and  Technical  Meetings,  name 
ly  the  UN  Symposium  of  Experts  on  Technical  Cooperation  among  Developing  Count-- 
ries  and  Technical  Assistance  for  Disabled  Persons  (Vienna),  and  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Actions  and  Strategies  for  Education,  Prevention  and  Integration  (Tor 
remolinos).  I  personally  participated  in  the  Torremolinos  Conference,  invited  ~ 
by  UNESCO,  presenting  a  paper,  Among  other  activities  I  participated  in  the  draw 
ing  up  of  the  Sundberg  Declaration  which  was  approved  at  the  36th  Session  of  the 
UN  General  Assembly. 

The  great  contribution  of  WCWB  members  to  the  success  of  IYDP  was  shown     on  the 
evaluation  work  compiled  by  our  Secretariat. 

Since  1981  most  of  the  matters  concerning  disabled  persons  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  Centre  for  Social  Development  and  Humanitarian  Affairs,  responsible  for 
the  programme  of  IYDP,        to  guarantee  the  continuity  of  the  cooperation  between 
governmental  and  non-governmental  organizations.  The  Special  Fund  created  to 
help  developing  countries  has  already  contributed  to    some  of  the  WCWB  activities 
sponsoring  international  meetings,  braille  production  of  documents  and  publica- 
tions, and  others. 
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WCWB  has  been  successful  in  obtaining  the  cooperation  of  experts  from  Vienna 
and  their  participation  in  important  regional  and  international  meetings.  The 
Centre  for  Social  Development  and  Humanitarian  Affairs  -  CSDHA,  requested  the 
cooperation  of  WCWB  for  the  preparation  of  events  and  activities  concerning  the 
World  Assembly  on  Aging,  the  Decade  and  International  Year  of  Women  Con- 

ferences, including  the  one  that  will  take  place  in  19  85,  and  the  International 
Youth  Year. 

One  of  the  most  important  activities  being  developed  by  the  Centre  is  perhaps 
the  Long  Term  Programme  of  Action,  to  the  implementation  of  which  our  organiza- 
tion has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  work. 

International  Labour  Office 

We  have  been  experiencing  a  favourable  evolution  for  the  past  two  decades  as  far 
as  the  understanding  of  the  community  is  concerned  regarding  the  elementary  needs 
of  the  impaired,  the  disabled  and  the  handicapped.  The  progress  registered  in  the 
field  of  special  education  and  rehabilitation  opened  new  scopes  and  offered  con- 
ditions that  approach     as  close  as  possible  what  is  considered  normal  to  all  hu- 
man beings ,  thus  presenting  new  perspectives  for  the  normalization  of  the  lives 
of  the  visually  handicapped. 

In  my  contacts  as  member  of  WCWB ,  and  further  on  as  Vice-President  and  President 
of  this  organism,  I  always  met  with  an  interrogation  concerning  one  of  the  as- 
pects    of  normalization,  perhaps  the  most  elementary  amongst  those  that  are 
elementary     in  any  man's  life  -  the  right  to  earn  his  own  living  by  means  of 
dignified  and  remunerated  work. 

One  of  the  items  that  received  very  special  attention  during  my  presidency 
was. the  one  related  to  the  training  and  employment  of  blind  persons,  as  a  task 
where  no  efforts  should  be  spared  and  all  opportunities  exploited  to  the  utmost. 

During  a  visit  to  the  Rehabilitation  Division  of  ILO  in  Geneva  ,  in  1981,  I  ended  up 
by  encountering  a  path  that  led  to  new  directions  and  new  possibilities.  Tnis 
occurred  when  I  learnt  that  the  General  Conference  of  ILO  would  take  place  in 
June  1982  to  reformulate  Recommendation  n9  99  concerning  Vocational  Rehabilita- 
tion and  Employment  (Disabled  Persons)  1955. 

Action  was  taken  by  WCWB  both  establishing  contacts  with  national  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference  of  ILO  and  to  be  represented  at  the  ILO  General  Conference 
in  1982. 

National  members  of  WCWB  were  requested  to  get  in  touch  with  the  representatives 
of  their  countries  who  were  going  to  take  part  in  ILO.  WCWB  was  represented  at 
the  June  1982  General  Conference  of  ILO  by  the  Chairman  of  its  Committee  on  Re- 
habilitation, Training  and  Employment,  who  presented  a  statement.   It  turned  out 
that  he  was  the  only  representative  of  an  organization  of/for  the  disabled  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting. 

WCWB's  next  step  was  to  apply  for  financial  and  technical  assistance  to  the  UN 
Centre  for  Social  Development  and  Humanitarian  Affairs  in  Vienna  in  order  to 
promote  an  international  meeting  to  be  attended  by  leaders  representing  organiza 
tions  of  and  for  the  disabled.  The  request  was  based  on  all  the  principles  es- 
tablished by  the  World  Plan  of  Action  of  the  United  Nations.     Tnis  meeting  was 


V  .u  in  Paris  in  April  1983  and  apart  from  WCWB ,  the  following  organizations 
were  present:  Disabled  People's  International,  International  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  International  Federation  of  Multiple  Sclerosis  Societies,  World  Veterans 
Federation#Disabled  Persons  Unit  (CSDHA) ,  and  two  representatives  of  the  ILO 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Branch. 

For  the  June  1983  Conference,  when  WCWB  was  again  represented  and  presented  a 
statement,  the  participants  decided  to  suggest  the  elaboration  of  a  Universal 
Convention  despite  the  shortage  of  time  and  the  normal  difficulties  to  guarantee 
the  support    from  the  delegates  representing  the  member  countries,  employers, 
and  workers. 

Fortunately,  Convention  159  and  Recommendation  168  concerning  Vocational  Rehabil 
itation  and  Employment  (Disabled  Persons)  1983  were  voted  and  approved  by  the  ~ 
Conference.  A  great  deal  of  credit  must  be  given  to  WCWB  for  its  prompt  and 
dynamic  action. 

The  Convention  must  be  ratified  by  ILO  member  countries  and,  in  so  doing,  na- 
tions take  up  the  responsibility  of  improving  or  creating  rehabilitation  ser- 
vices and  enlarging  employment  opportunities  for  disabled  persons. 

The  effective  results  of  Convention  159  may  belong  to  the  future  but  the  action 
to  make  it  effective  belongs  to  the  present  and  we  are  responsible  for  "this 
present". 

We  fervently     wish  that  steps  be  taken  by  WCWB  members  for  the  ratification 
of  this  important  document.     It  is  no  doubt  a  landmark  in  the  area  of  training 
and  employment  for  disabled  persons  especially  in  the  less  privileged  areas  of 
the  world. 

Blindoc,  an  important  publication,  continued  being  distributed  with  great  suc- 
cess and  is  very  much  appreciated  by  all  those  who  receive  it. 

The  Impact  Programme,  launched  by  the  WCWB  representative  at  the  General  Con- 
ference of  ILO,  June  1984  is  again  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  preven- 
tion^ of  disablement.  According  to  the  Director  General  of  WHO,  the  number 
of  disabled  people  in  developing  countries  qould  be  halved  over  the  next  twen- 
ty years  if  this  programme  succeeded  in  its  objective  of  building  effective 
measures  for  the  prevention  of  disablement  into  ongoing  national  global  pro- 
grammes of  health  and  development. 


UNESCO 

Ever  since  its  formation  in  1951,  WCWB  has  been  working  in  close  collaboration 
with  UNESCO  under  such  topics  as  education,  science  and  culture. 

During  this  period  WCWB  took  part  in  the  General  Conferences  of  UNESCO  as  well 
as  iti  various  other  meetings  promoted  by  the  NGO  Committee  of  UNESCO,  present- 
ing statements  and  suggestions. 

The  possibility  of  free  access  to  reading  material  no  doubt  is  one  of  the  most 
important  features  in  the  normalization  of  the  life  of  a  visually  impaired  per- 
son. The  social  and  cultural  development  of  visually  impaired  persons  greatly 
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depends  on  the  recognition    on     the  part  of  society  of  the  need  for  alternate  forms 
of  reading  material     such  as  braille,  Calking  books  and  large  type  print.  The  pro 
duction  of  such  materials,  however,  still  encounters  obstacles,  amongst  them  the- 
two  universal  agreements  on  copyright.     This  fact  led  WCWB,  in  1977,  to  request 
through  the  Brazilian  Delegation  at  UNESCO ,  that  a  study  be  conducted  to  regulate 
the  subject  on  a  national  and  international  basis. 

Enjoying  the  status  of  permanent  observer  of  the  two  leading  world  organizations 
dealing  with  copyright  -  the  Intergovernmental  Copyright  Committee  (IGC)  of  UNESCO 
and  the  World  Intellectual  Property  Organization  (WIPO)  of  the 'Berne  Union  -  WCWB 
was  represented  in  all  the  bi-annual  international  meetings  of  the  two  organiza- 
tions ,  including  regional  seminars,  in  1979,  1981,  1982  and  1983,  having  present- 
ed research  studies  and  statements. 

During  this  period  it  is  important  to  mention  the  participation  of  WCWB,  in  an 
advisory  capacity,   in  the  Working  Group  of  government  experts  that  met  in  Paris 
1982,  to  elaborate  model  proposals  of  laws  in  national  level,     to  facilitate  a 
larger  production  and  distribution  of  books  and  publications  for  the  visually 
impaired. 

Alternative  models  of  national  law  were  produced  by  this  working  group  and  were 
discussed  during  the  joint  meeting  of  UNESCO  and  WIPO  in  1983.  The  Secretariats 
.were  authorized  to  submit  the  two  alternative  models  to  the  appreciation  of  mem- 
ber countries-.  As  none  of  the  alternatives  obtained  the  approval  of  the  majority 
of  the  members,  this  topic  will  continue  on  discussion  by  the  two  copyright  orga 
nizations .  ~ 

From  1977  to  1983  a  great  progress  has  been  registered  in  this  area  since  several 
countries  adopted  regulations  concerning  materials  specially  intended  for  the 
blind  and  copyright  laws^ which  shows  the  efficient  work  WCWB  has  been  conducting 
with  regard  to  copyright. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  state  the  valuable  contribution  of  the  Brazilian  authorities 
for  the  activities  of  WCWB  in  this  very   intricate    and  complex  problem  of  copy- 
right restrictions. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  support  of  UNESCO  member  countries  to  the  Protocol  to  the 
UNESCO  Agreement  on  the  Importation  of  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Mate- 
rials -  known  as  the  Florence  Agreement  -  informative  material  has  been  distri- 
buted to  our  member  countries ,  keeping  them  in  contact  with  the  Florence  Agree- 
ment which  foresees,   in  Annex  E,  measures  to  facilitate  the  importation  of 
devices  for  the  blind  and  others  handicapped  persons. 

Due  to  regulations  that  protect  copyright  materials,  many  countries  have  not  been 
able  to  sign,  these  agreements.  g 

Perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  to  approach  UNESCO  and  try  new  forms  of  achieving 
the  same  objectives  that  would  consider  the  characteristics  of  different  countries 
and  the  pre-requisites  of  UNESCO  Agreements. 

An  important  publication  produced  by  UNESCO  in  cooperation  with  WCWB  -  "Working 
Braille"  -  was  widely  distributed  in  English,  French  and  Spanish.  The  reprint  of 
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the  "World  Braille  Usage"  will  also  be  ready  in  the  near  future. 
UN1CEF 

UNICEF  has  been  carrying    out  an  ample  and  practical  programme  since  the  seventies 
with  the  purpose  of  answering  the  most  pressing  needs  of  children  -  including  the 
disabled  child. 

The  allocation  of  funds,  for  this  purpose  is  essential  for  the  development _  of  pro- 
jects. For  this  reason  WCWB  has  been  making  frequent  requests   for  the  application 
of  resources  deriving  from  UNICEF  funds  to  be  channelled  to  visually  disaoled  in- 
fants, in  the  poorest  regions. 

As  from  1979,  WCWB  has  been  associated  with  the  Committees  established  by  UNICEF 
and  also  through  the  nomination  of  a  representative,  indicated  by  HKI.to  act  as 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  UNICEF  NGO  Committee.  Further  on,  our  representative  was 
elected     Chairman    of    the         Editorial  Board  of  the  NGO/UNICEF  Committee,  work- 
ing continuously  and  efficiently  on  behalf  of  blind  children  and  prevention  of 
blindness . 

WCWB  took  a  more  aetive  part  in  the  1980  Executive  Board  Meeting  of 

UNICEF,  having  presented  on  that  occasion  a  statement  in  collaboration  with  IAPB. 

One  of  the  successful  movements  of  UNICEF ,  the  ABC  -  Assistance  to  Blind  Children, 
has  also  counted  with  the  support  of  a  number  of  WCWB  national  members. 

WHO 

As  from  1978  the  WCWB  representative  at  the  International  Conference  on  Primary 
Health  Care,  sponsored  by  WHO  and  UNICEF,  in  Alma  Ata,  presented  an  important^ 
proposition  on  the  importance  of  the  participation  of  Non-Governmental  Organize 
tions  -  NGOs  in  the  planning,  stimulation  and  realization  of  primary  health  care 
and  primary  eye  care  with  the  promotion  of  national  and  international  programmes 
for  the  prevention  of  diseases  in  general  and  more  specifically  those  that  cause 
blindness . 

From  that  date  onwards  the  WHO  Programme  Advisory  Group  on  Prevention  of  Blindness 
came  into  existence  with  the  specific  purpose  of  discussing  and  promoting  assis 
tance  in  outlining  strategies  aiming  at  the  implementation  and  development  of 
prevention  of  blindness  programmes  in  the  different  regions  of  the  world. 

So  far  the  WHO  Programme  Advisory  Group  on  Prevention  of  Blindness  organized  five 
meetings:   Geneva  1979,  Upner  Volta  1930,  New  Delhi  1981,  Geneva  1982  and  Manila 
1983.   In  the  first  reunion  I  took  part  as  Vice  President  of  WCW3  and  subsequently 
as  a  member    of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

Ever  since  I  started  participating,  I  concentrated  all  my  work  on  the  importance 
of'  the  role  of  the  NGOs  in  the  area  of  Prevention  of  Blindness  as  being  funcamen 
tal  for  the  success  of  a  dynamic  and  efficient  programme  in  this  area. 

The  studies  and  debates  undertaken  by  the  Group  were  centred  on  the  establishment 
of  priorities  and  strategies  envisaging  primary  eye  care  programmes  to  be  included 
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in  primary  health  care  all  over  the  world. 

In  mv  capacity  as  President  of  WCWB  in  every  meeting  I  took  part  I  emphasized 
WCWT^s     objectives  and  struggle  to  diffuse  prevention  of  Blindness  througn  the 

i 

world. 

I  was  given  the  opportunity  to  discuss  with  the  Director  of  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  Programme  the  situation  in  Latin  America  and  the  necessity _ of _ creating 
a  collaborating  Centre  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  in  Brazil.  This  mterven 
tion  resulted  in  the  installation  of  this  unit  in  Sao  Paulo. 

Taking  advantage  of  my  position,  as  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  I  had 
occasion  to  call  the  attention  to  the  importance  of  training  school  teachers  and 
other  professionals  in  screening  and  referral  for  visual  impairments,  parti cu 
larly  of  children.  ■ 

Among  the  many  papers  I  presented  there  is  one  where  I  synthesized  all  of  WCWB's 
activities  asan  NGO ,  since  1949  and  its  concern  regarding  Prevention  of  Blmcmess 
Programmes,  demonstrating  the  need  for  a  more  operational  strategy  in  the  utiliza- 
tion of  services  of  non-governmental  organizations  of  and  for  the  blind. 

Fortunatelv,  in  December  1983  a  meeting  was  held  in  Geneva  Headquarters,  to  study 
the  possibilities  of -greater  inter-relationship  between  governments  and  nan  govern 
mental  organizations,  the  conclusions  of  this  event  certainly  lead  to  abetter 
climate  of  participation  between  WHO  and  non-governmental  organizations  m  trie 
field  of  blindness. 

Regional  Advisory  Groups  have  been  created  and  I  was  chosen  as  member  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  Prevention  of  Blindness  of  the  Pan  amen  can  Health  Organi 
z at ion. 

This  group  has  already  met  3  times  in  Latin  America. 
2.   RELATIONSHIP  WITH  NON-GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  range  of  relationship  of  WCWB  with  non-governmental  international  Or- 

ganizations has  also  increased  consolidating  the  image  of  our  organization  as 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  effective,  due  to  the  splendid  contribution  rendered 
by  our  national  and  international  members. 

Worthy  Of  mention  is  our  close  work  with  the  International  Agency  for  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  IAPB  -  Council  of  World  Organizations  Interested  m  the  Handicapped 
and  IFLA  -  International  Federation  of  Library  Associations.  Many  others  with 
the  same  status  have  frequently  consulted  WCWB  or  invited  our  organization  to 
their  meetings,  courses  and  seminars. 

In  the  area  of  Prevention  of  Blindness  WCWB  has  collaborated  with  IAPB.  During 
the  IAPB  1982  Congress  and  consequent  constitutional  reformulation,  WCWB  became 
entitled  for  the  IAPB's  Vice-Presidency,  without  executive  powers. 

I  was  also  elected  to  serve  in  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  quinquernium  82-87. 
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Emphasis  should  be  given  to  the  outstanding  work  canied  out  by  WCWB  national 
and  international  members  in  connection  with  IAPB  and  the  programmes  on  preven- 
tion of  blindness  undertaken  jointly  by  IAPB /WHO  involving  technical  and  finan- 
cial collaboration  of  large  amounts. 

CWOIH 

During  this  period  WCWB  was  also  represented  in  the  CWOIH  Board  of  Directors  by 
our  Secretary  General  who  acts  as  Secretary  there  too,  having,  in  this  capacity, 
participated  in  the  annual  meetings  of  this  organism,  as  well  as  in  others  of 
the  United  Nations  family,   thereby  extending  a  precious  collaboration  to  CWOIH fs 
line  of  action. 

it  is  impossible  to  omit  WCWB's  collaboration  with  IFLA,  in  conferences,  com- 
mittees and  workshops,  envisaging,  above  all,  the  improvement  in  the  services 
of  book  distribution  for  blind  persons,  at  well  as  the  copyright  regulation  at 
national  and  international  level. 


During  the  same  period  WCWB  attended  meetings  promoted  by  the  IFLA,  the  Round 
Table  of  Libraries   for  the  Blind   (RTLB)   and  was  admitted  to  the  sub-committee 
formed  in  1980  during  the  IFLA  Conference  in  Montreal,  to  study  a  regulation  on 
copyright.   In  1982  during  a  meeting  with  the  Honorary  Officers  of  IFLA,  WCWB 
signed  a  joint  recommendation  IFLA/WCWB,  supporting  any  action,  at  national  or 
international  level,  that  facilitates  the  access  to  materials  for  disabled  per- 
s  ons . 

3.  REGIONAL  AFFAIRS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

In  1979  the  problem  concerning  the  difference  in  the  intensity  of  activities 
and  development  of  the  various  WCWB  Committees  was  detected  and  is  still  true 
today.  However,  some  committees  due  to  their  great  effort  made  an  enormous  pro- 
gress during  this  quinquenium,  such  as  the  North  America/Oceania  Regional  Com- 
mittee. Others,  such  as  the  African  and  the  Latin  American  and  the  Caribbean 
Committees,  encountered  many  obstacles  to  operate  due  to  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties which  will  only  be  removed  through  a  process  of  evolution  and  socio  - 
economical  growth  of  the  regions  as  a  whole. 

Emphasis  has  to  be  given  to  the  excellent  work  carried  out  by  the  Asian,  European 
and  Middle  East  Regional  Committees,  the  magnificent  conferences  organized, 
having  extended  their  range  of  activities  and  focused  special  aspects  in  accor- 
dance with  the  interests  of  the  majority  of  their  members. 

The  problem  of  interregional  cooperation  in  WCWB  has  been  raised  several  times 
and  some  initiatives  taken  by  organizations  of  industrialized  countries  took  place 
and  hopefully  will  be  successfully  developed  in  the  future. 


The  narticipation  of  blind  persons  in  the  elaboration  and  execution  of  programmes 
and  in  the  direction  of  national  and  international  organisms,  is  a  matter  that 
requires  the  preparation  of  a  larger  number  of  visually  impaired  persons  to  carry 
out  these     functions  efficiently.  This  fact,  no  doubt,  was  responsible  for  the 
realization  of  leadership  seminars ,  two  of  whichwfere  sponsored  by  the  Swedish 
Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  in  Lusaka  and  Senegal,  with  excellent 
resul ts . 
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The  same  opportunity  was  also  claimed  by  Latin  America.   In  1982  I  got  in  contact 
with  the  North  America/Oceania  Committee,   Canada  having  offered  to  sponsor  a 
seminar  in  that  geographic  area. 

At  a  meeting  in  1982  with  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  and  the  Director  of  the  Canadian  Rehabilitation  Bureau,  the 
backbone  of  the  Latin  American  Leadership  Programme  was  elaborated,  with  plans 
to  obtain  financial  aid  from  CSDHA. 

The  foregoing  led  to  the  formulation  of  a  project  of  two  seminars,  one  for  Cen- 
tral America,  in  Guatemala  and  the  other  in  South  America,  in  Venezuela. 

The  structural  and  constitutional  changes  that  have  been  drafted  and  to  a  certain 
extent  effected  lately  occupied  an  important  role  within  the  activities  of  our 
'regional  and  Standing  Committees. 

Tne  talent  and  high  professional  qualification  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
these  committees  guaranteed  a  dynamic  and  efficient  work  during  the  quinquennium 
in  order  to  implement  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Vlth  General  Assembly. 

"Sight  is  now  being  annually  restored  to  at  least  a  million  people,  who  have  been 
blind  ten  years  ago".  -  Member  organizations  of  WCVB  can  also  be  credited  for 
having  contributed  to  the  veracity  of  this  statement  made  at  the  1983  \TdO  meet- 
ing in  Manil a. 

The  founding  of  the  International  Blind  Sports  Association  is  one  of  the  high- 
lights of  the  80s  due  to  efforts  of  our  f ellow-workers . 

Training  of  staff  and  rehabilitation  publications  are  available  now  as  background 
material  for  those  involved  in  the  study  of  alternative  forms  of  rehabilitation 
and  rural  areas  and  the  creation  of  the  White  Cane  Day  due  to  the  valuable  efforts 
of  those  members  who  are  experts  in  these  subjects,  not  to  mention  again  the  159 
Convention  and  168  Recommendation  of  ILO. 

Deaf-blind  persons  can  count  now  on  a  newsletter  and  foresee  the  production  of 
more  devices  and  equipment  due  to  the  recent  creation  of  a  fund  for  this  purpose. 

Progress  has  been  achieved  lately  in  the  production  of  reading  material  for  the 
visually  impaired  on  account  of  our  member  organizations  that  convened  and  spon- 
sored specialist  meetings   in  different  areas   to  solve  problems  of  unification  of 
braille  music  symbology  and  mathematics  and  science  notation. 

Firm  action  was  taken  to  guarantee  the  maintenance  of  the  Louis   Braille  Museum 
requesting  the  French  Government  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  this  important 
monument  along  with  the  cultural  patrimony  of  France. 

Amongst  the  events  that  enriched  the  manifold  realizations,  I  shall,  if  I  may, 
emphasize  some  that,  to  me,  represent  a  new  look  to  old  aspirations. 

Ever  since  the  celebration  of  the  International  women's  Year  in  1975  by  the  United 
Nations,  the  world  Council  has  taken  up  a  firm  position  with  regard  to  the  probl- 
ems faced  by    blind  women,  attending  conferences  organized  by  the  United  Nations. 

In  view  of  the  successful  outcome  of  the  Blind  Women's  Conference  held  in  Belgrade 
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J75,  in  the  Vlth  General  Assembly,  Antwerp  1979,  Recommendation  n9  6  re- 
quested that  measures  be  taken  to  implement  the  standards  of  blind  women,, 
especially  in  developing  countries. 

In  commemoration  of  the  UN  Decade  of  Women  -  1975-19  85  -  Seminars  were  plannea 
in  cooperation  with  IFB  to  take  place  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  A 
survey  on  the  situation  of  blind  women  in  the  world  was  prepared  for  the  pro- 
ject by  WCWB  this  document  was  the  result  of  an  extensive  research  work  star- 
ted in'  1930  and  was  based  on  a  questionnaire  distributed  to  IFB /WCWB  member 
countries  and  served  as  background  material.  Parts  of  this  document  have  been 
quoted  in  articles  and  studies  published  by  experts  of  several  countries.  The 
Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  was  asked  to  sponsor  and  plan 
the  above  seminars.   SRF  -  Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  was 
successful  in  their  efforts  to  guarantee  SIDA  -  Swedish  International  Devel- 
opment Authority  and  SHIA  -  Swedish  Organization  of  the  Handicapped  Interna- 
tional Aid  Foundation  support  for  the  project. 

The  first  seminar  took  place  in  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia  in  1981,  having  been 
attended  by  25  participants  from  10  countries.  It  was     hosted  by  the  Malayan 
Association  for  the  Blind  with  the  cooperation  of  the  local  government. 

The  .African  Seminar  took  place  in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  and  included  26  par- 
ticipants from  12  countries.  Tne  Ethiopian  National  Association  of  the  Blind 
hosted  the  meeting. 

The  third  seminar  foreseen  for  Latin  America  will  take  place  in  Sao  Paulo  , 
Brazil,  in  1985,  still  in  the  Women's  Decade. 

Tne  seminars  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  Asian  Blind 
Women,  local  committees,  newsletter  and  publications  for  the  same  purpose  also 
took  place  in  several  regions. 

COMMITTEE  ON  DEVELOPMENT  COOPERATION 

Following  Resolution  n9  9  adopted  at  the  VI  th  WCWB  on  "Aid  Programmes  for  De- 
veloping°Countries",  great  progress  was  reached  by  the  WCWB  with  regard  to  the 
objectives  formulated  in  the  above  Resolution. 

The  most  important  international  agencies  that  are  members  of  the  Development 
Cooperation  Committee    of  WCWB  -  Cnristoffel  Blindenmission ,  Helen  Keller  Inter 
national  and  Royal  Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Blind  -  and  others  that  mam 
tain  international  departments  such  as     Swedish  Federation  of  the  Visually  Hand- 
icapped," Organizacion  Nacional  de  Ciegos  de  Espana  and  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  have  greatly  contributed  towards  the  expansion  of  the  quality 
and  number  of  projects,  seeking  solutions  for  prevention  of  blindness,  educat- 
ion and  rehabilitation  programmes. 

WCWB  itself,  on  account  of  the  policy  adopted  throughout  the  years  has  not  been 
involved  in  direct  services  for  blind  people  in  any  country,  nevertheless  has 
always  been  associated  in  one  way  or  the  other,  with  projects  developed  all  over. 

During  this  quinquennium,  in  collaboration  with  the  co-action  programme  of  UNESCO, 
WCWB  has  extended  considerable  aid  to  organizations  in  developing  countries. 
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By  utilizing  UNUM  cheques  since  1979  the  Co-Action  Programme  was  responsible  for 
the  implementation  of  programmes  for  the  visually  impaired.  Assistance  was  extend- 
ed to  10  countries  in  the  area  of  prevention  of  blindness,  other  programmes  having 
been. carried  out  in  29  nations  providing  braille  equipment,  reading  material, etc. 
totalling  US$  141,608  up  to  1983. 

The  highlight  of.  aid  to  developing    countries  emerged  in  the  form  of  a  project 
called  "Progress  through  joint  efforts". 

The    financial  and  technical  sponsorship    of  SHIA  was  guaranteed  and  three  most 
successful  seminars  were  held  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America,  the  recommenda- 
tions of  which  constitute  now  the  basis  of  a  feasible  and  practical  Plan  of  Action 
for  the  3  regions. 

Programmes  of  education  undertaken  by  our  Consultative  Committee  -  ICEVPi  reached 
distant  populations  in  less  privileged  areas  and  countries,  greatly  contributed  to 
the  training  of  personnel,  creation  of  educational  set-ups,  and  improvement  oi 
services  to  visually  impaired  children. 

A.  COOPERATION 

During  this  quinquennium  UCWB  has  widely  practised  the  "unification  of  efforts" 
that  was  initially  discussed  as  far  back  as  1974  at  the  Fifth   (V  th)  General 
tseZy,  Sao  Paulo,  under  Resolution  n9  9  -  "Resources  and  Relationships  m 
Programmes  for  the  Blind". 

Shortly  after,  the  first  concrete  action  took  the  form  of  a  joint  IFB/WCWB  Blind 
Women's  Conference  in  Belgrade,  1975. 

"Cooperation"  the  topic  of  the  Sixth  General  Assembly  in  Antwerp,  1979, 
proved  more  than  practical  and  is  being ■ carried  out,  with  success,  everywhere. 

No  doubt,  the  directions  pointed  out  by  the  IYDP  and  the  need  to  concentrate  all 
efforts  for  the  success  of  the  Decade  of  Disabled  Persons,  prompted  our  National 
Organizations  and  Regional  Committees  to  search  for  solutions  that  will  enable  a^ 
joint  dynamic  and  harmonious  work  to  face,  once  and  for  all,  the  barriers  encoun 
tered  by  the  visually  impaired  concerning  their  rights  and  a  better  understanding 
of  their  problems.  -  "Rights  and  Responsibilities",  the  theme  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  Riyadh,  19  34. 

In  compliance  with  Resolution  n?  1  of  the  VI  th  G.A.,  Antwerp  1979,   the  Executive 
Committee    of  WCVJB,  during  its  meeting  on  the  10th  of  August  of  that  year,  appoint 
ed  the  members  that  were  to  take  part  in  the  Joint  Working  Group  IFB/WCWB  formed 
by  three  members  of  IFB  and  three  from  WCWB .  This  Working  Group  met  in  the  follow 
ing  localities : 

Bad  Homburg  -  December  1979 

Paris  -  February  19  80 

"  Moscow  -  October     1980  *  • 

London  -  February  1981  " 

and  set  up  a  Plan  of  Action  envisaging  good  relationship  and  cooperation  between^ 
IFB  and  WCWB,  apart  from  carrying  out  a  survey  on  the  situation  of  national  orga 
nizations  of  and  for  the  blind,  members  of  IFB/WCWB.  Proposals  concerning  detmi 
tions  of  national  organizations  of  blind  persons  and  organizations  offering  ser 
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vices  to  the  visually  impaired  were  set  up.  The  Working  Group  stressed  the  need 
for  "at  least  one  half  of  the  number  of  each  national  delegation  of  WCWB  wherever 
possible  -  to  represent  recognized  national  organizations  of  the  blind  and  vi- 
sually impaired". 

The  recommendations  of  the  Working  Group  were  analysed  and  approved  at  the  Joint 
Honorary  Officers  meeting  of  IFB/WCWB  in  Paris  in  February  1980  and  at  the  Joint 
IFB/WCWB  Executive  Committee  Mae ting  in  Gothenburg  in  Hay  1981.  These  recommenda- 
tions were  adopted  and  are  yet  another     proof  that  both  on  the  national  and  inter 
national  level  cooperation  was  already  fully  accepted  by  organizations  of  and  for 
the  blind  in  many  countries  and  that  in  the  international  field  the  cooperation 
between  IFB/WCWB    yielded     constructive  results.  This  mutual  understanding  was 
formalized  by  means  of  a  letter  signed  by  the  Presidents  of  IFB/WCWB  dated  October 
1981,  requesting  their  national  members  to  cooperate  on  the  national , regional  and 
international  level.  Furthermore,  the  Honorary  Officers  of  IFB/WCWB  also  recom 
mended  that  joint  meetings  be  promoted  by  the  Regional  Committees  of  the  two  organ 
isms,  this  having  been  conducted  very  efficiently  in  Europe  and  Asia. 

Ever  since,  most  of  the  conferences  organized  by  the  Regional  Committees  were 
always  sponsored  by  the  two  organizations,  as  well  as  seminars  and  workshops. 
Among  these,  attention  should    be  drawn  to  the  Asian  Conference  on  Visual  Handicap, 
Singapore,  December  1983,  to  the  International  Conference  on  Embossed  Material  for 
the  Visually  Impaired,  Berlin,  April  1984  and  the  Joint  World  Conference,  Riyadh 
1934,  where  the  two' Executive  Committees -will  meet  again. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  following  the  decision  taken  by  the  two  organisms  in 
1981,  at  the  national  level,  the  organizations  of  and  for  the  blind  increased  the 
process  of  collaboration  and  this  can  be  in  all  the  regions. 

The  level  of  cooperation  between  IFB/WCWB  can  be  readily  detected  in  all  the  items 
of  this  report  where  joint  activities  and  declarations  are  often  mentioned. 

Furthermore,  in  accordance  with  Resolution  n9  1  of  the  VI  th  General  Assembly  of 
1979,  WCWB  formed  a  Commission  on  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  that  introduced 
modifications  to  the  rulings  that  were  approved  by  the  Honorary  Officers. 

As  far  as  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  are  concerned,  the  proposal  made  by 
the  Committee  is  in  complete  agreement  with  the  propositions  put  forward  by  the 
Joint  IFB/WCWB  Executive       Committee  in  1981  in  this  respect  (article  III, section 
2) 

4.  MERGER  -  UNIFICATION 

The  affiliated  organizations  of  WCWB  have  expressed  during  the  past  ten  years, 
in  the  most  varied  forms,  the  desire  of  promoting  the  amalgamation    of  IFB/WCWB. 
Many  reasons  have  been  pointed  out  favouring  this  unification  as,  for  some,  the 
financial  aspect  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  view  of  the  problems  the  world 
economy  faces  at  the  turn  of  this  century;  the  maintenance  of  international  orga- 
nizations is    becoming  increasingly  difficult,  thus  duplication  should  be  avoided 
wherever  possible. 

Many  believe  that  only  as  a  result  of  the  structural  and  practical  unification  of 
the  two  organizations,  with  the  combined  efforts  of  blind  persons  themselves  and 
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that  of  sighted  prof essiqnals  in  the  field -of  blindness,  will  the  process  of 
full  integration  of  visually  impaired  persons  in  the  present  world  be  furthered. 

When  the  Honorary  Officers  of  WCWB    signed  the  Bad  Berleburg  document  in  1979, 
they  took  up  the  responsibility  that  was  shared  by  most  of  the  delegates  to 
achieve  the  objectives  mentioned  therein. 

As  usually  happens  in  important  events  of  this  nature  where  the  merger  of  two 
large  fully  structured  active  organisms  is  at  stake,  difficulties  arose  but 
solutions  were  also  devised. 

This  quinquennium,  within  WCWB,  has  been  marked  by  an  intense  activity  envis- 
aging the  formation  of  a  sole  international  organization  in  the  near  future, 
voicing  the  ideals  and  the  aspirations  that  will  lead  to  the  normalization  of 
the  lives  of  the  visually  impaired  in  the  community  through  the  recognition  of 
their  needs,  rights  and  responsibilities.  Action  has  been  evident  in  all  our 
Regional  Committees. 

AFRICAN  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  African  Regional  Committee  of  WCWB.  has  been  involved  in  a  movement  for  the 
creation  of  an  African  Federation  of  the  Blind,  a  few  years  ago. 

Recently  a  Committee  was  created  with  the  participation  of  an  organization  of 
and  for  the  blind,  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  the  formation  of  the  African  Federa 
tion    of  the  Blind,  in  order  to  substitute  the  two  regional  committees  of  IFB/ 
WCWB. 

ASIAN  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

Since  the  seventies,  the  Asian  Regional  Committees,  of  IFB/  WCWB  were  searching 
for  the  ways  and  means  to  cooperate  in  the  region  and  in  October  1981,  in  Sri  - 
Lanka,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  committees  took  place  and  approved  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  merger  of  the  two  committees  in  1983. 

The  Regional  Committees  of  the  two  organizations  met  again  in  Singapore  in 
December  1983  and  decided  on  the  creation  of  a  Task  Force  made  up  of  members  of 
the  IFB    Asia  Regional  Committee  and  the  WCWB  Asia  and  North  America /Oceania 
Regional  Committees,  to  study  the  possibility  and  adequate  time  for  a  merger  of 
the  two  organizations,    .n  the  regional  and  international  level. 

EUROPEAN  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  European  Regional  Committees  of  IFB  and  WCWB ,  in  Paris  1981,  appointed  a 
joint  group  to  study  the  possibilities  of  unification  of  both  committees.  Alter- 
natives of  mutual  cooperation  were  identified  and  a  draft  Constitution  for  the 
European  Union  of  the  Blind  was     circulated  to  all  member  countries  and  the 
European  Union  of  the  Blind  was  definitely  created  on  August  27,  1984. 
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LATIN  AMERICA /CARIBBEAN  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  above  committee  has  already  considered  the  problem  of  merging  the  three 
main  organizations  existing  in  the  region.  In  a  way ,  two  of  them,  the  Latin 
American  Regional  Committee  and  OLAP  -  Organizacion  Latinoameri  cana  para  la 
Promocion  de  los  Ciegos  y  Deficientes  Visuales  have  merged  since  1978.  The 
"Comite  Pan  Americano  pro-ciegos"  has  also  taken  part  in  the  meetings  of 
the  L.atin  American  Regional  Committee  for  several  years, 

In  Guatemala,  in  1983,  a  Statement  of  Intentions  of  the  Joint  Meeting  of  the 
Members  of  Organizations  that  Work  with  Visually  Impaired  Persons  in  ^  Latin 
.America    and  the  Caribbean  was  approved  and  signed  by  the^ three  organizations 
whereby  they  agreed  to  "Work  towards  a  unification  to  avoid     scattering  of 


resources" 


The  following  year  in  June,  in  Sao  Paulo,  the  Committee  met  for  the  first  time 
and  decided  to  draft  the  principles  and     structure  for  a  unified  regional 
organization.  The  suggested  denomination  to  be  either: 

Latin  American  Typhlologic  Organization  or 
Latin  American  Organization  on  Blindness 

a  decision  will  be  taken  on  this  matter  after  the  Riyadh  Conference. 

NORTH  AMERICA-/OCEANIA  REGIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  North  America /Oceania  Regional  Committee  has  divided  points  of  view  re- 
garding the  merger  of  regional  committees  or  international  bodies. 

Following  a  meeting  of  the  U.S.  Delegation  (Canada  being  unable  to  participa 
te) ,  held  in  New  York  in  January  1984,  the  Head  of  the  American  Delegation  , 
in  his  letter  dated  March  8,  1984  disclosed  the  conclusions  reached,  to  the 
effect  that  "everything  possible  should  be  done  to  strengthen  the  two  current 
world  organizations,  the  W.CW3  and  the  IFB ,  and  to  have  them  hold  joint  meetings 
to  work  together  in  dealing  with  world  issues,  trends  and  problems,  rather  than 
introduce  a  third  organization  which  would  only  fragment  the  existing  world 
bodies". 


During  these  five  years,  several  documents  envisaging  one  single  international 
organization  were  circulated. 

Ever  since  1979,  the  organizations  that  form  the  Scandinavian  or  Nordic  Group 
of  the  European  Regional  Committee  have  circulated  draft  constitutions  con- 
cerning the' mergerof  IFB  and  WCB ,  or  the  formation  of  a  jingle  organization 
at  international  level. 

In  1984,  a  member  of  the  Australian  Delegation  circulated  a  proposal  of  a 
draft  Constitution  for  the  creation  of  the  World  Blind  Alliance,  absorbing 
IFB/WCWB. 
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At  the  Honorary  Officers  meeting  held  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  in 
April,  1984,  a  representative  of  the  Scandinavian  countries  presented  verbal_ 
ly  the  justifications  and  the  constitutional  basis  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  organization  -  the  World  Union  of  the  Blind  -  as  a  solution  to  the  prob- 
lem. 

Finally  in  1984,  the  Chairman  of  the  Coordinating  Committee  of  the  Nordic 
countries  officially  remitted  a  proposal  and  a  draft  Constitution  of  the  World 
Union  of  the  Blind.  This  official  document  will  be  analysed  at  the    VII  th 
General  Assembly,  Riyadh  1984. 

The  Task  Force,  constituted  of  representatives  of  the  IFB /WCWB  Asia  Regional 
Committee  and  the  Oceania  Regional  Committee,  met  in  Melbourne,  in  April  1984, 
and  decided  that  "after  examining  the  evidence  and  deliberation  in  depth,  the 
Task  Force  unanimously  affirms  the  need  for  a  single  organization  at  world 
level.   It  believes  that  this  is  both  desirable  and  feasible.  It  also  suggests 
that  the  best  way  to  achieve  this  is  by  the  merger  of  the  two  world  bodies 
after  careful  consideration  of  constitutional,  legal  and  other  aspects'1 
(Melbourne  Statement) 

This  statement  was  officially  presented  by  the  Chairman  of  the  WCWB  North 
America/Oceania  Regional  Committee  at  the  Honorary  Officers  meeting,  in  Berlin, 
G.D.R.  ,  April  1984. 

WCWB  has  been  accompanying  with  great  interest  all  the  above  movement,  having 
officially  received  documents  and  verbal  statements  at  the  request  of  Regional 
Chairmen  and  Heads  of  National  Delegations.  Support  has  been  given  to  the 
initiatives  taken  after  careful  analysis  of  the  problem  during  several  Honora- 
ry Officers  meetings  held  annually  since  1979. 

Some  individual  manifestations  opposed  to  the  merger  of  the  two  organizations 
were  also  present  in  the    whole  picture  of  debates  about  the  convenience  of 
forming  one  single  organization  on  national  or  international  level. 

As  can  be  easily  depicted,  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Regional 
Committees  favoured  the  possibility  of  forming  a  sole  organization  on  the 
international  level,  absorbing  the  experiences  and  realizations  of  IFB  and  WCWB. 

Most  important  however,  is  the  decisive  and  full  agreement  of  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  IFB  and  WCWB  to  overlook  existing  differences  and  firmly  compro- 
mise themselves  to  work  together,  in  a  harmonious  and  effective  structure  , 
solid  enough  to  guide  the  destiny  of  blind  persons  in  the  years  to  come. 

5.   SIGNIFICANT  ASPECTS  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

Membership  and  representation  of  an  organization  such  as  WCWB  reflect  to  a 
great  extent  the  validity  of  such  an  organization  and  the  level  of  interest  of 
the  public  opinion  to  its  maintenance  and  development.   Both   (membership  and 
representation),  however,  involve  economic    difficulties  that  are  also  shared  by 
other  international  organizations  of  the  same  level  and  standards  as  WCWB. 
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During  these  five  years  WCWB  Membership  continued  stable:  On  one  hand  there 
were  new  affiliates  on  the  other  WCWB  had  no  alternative  but  to  exclude  orga- 
nizations that  were  in  arrears  with  their  payment  despite  the  many  reminders 
sent  by  the  Treasurer  in  order  to  avoid        such  an  action. 

Undoubtedly,  the  creation  of  the  Special  Fund  has  encouraged  many  organizations 
to  join  WCWB,  since  part  of  the  fees  could  be  covered  by  the  fund.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  Special  Fund  has  proved  very  efficient  and  should  continue  as  it 
helped  WCWB  to  extend  at  least  some  financial  assistance  to  organizations  of 
and  for  the  blind  in  the  poorer  areas  of  the  world. 

Multiple  action  has  been  taken  by  our  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee  to 
raise  funds  in  order  to  give  us  an  oportunity  to  implement  programmes  and  fa- 
cilitate the  participation  of  some  of  our  representatives  in  important  UN  Ccnfe_r 
ences  and  meetings.  Efforts  were  in  part  successful,  such  as  UNESCO  subvention, 
and  donations,  that  gave  our  balance  some  stability  in  spite  of  the  very  diffi- 
cult economic  situation  prevailing  since  the  last  decade  faced  by  all  countries 
and  organizations. 

It  is  imperative  however,  to  study  new  ways  to  raise  funds  if  we  want  to  maintain 
an  international  non-governmental  organization     active  and  meaningful. 

» 

We  received    numerous  invitations  during  this  period,  to  conferences  and  seminars 
held  by  the  United  Nations  and  non-  governmental  international  organizations  , 
where  we  were  represented  by  our  Honorary  Officers  and  national  and  international 
members  who  did  not  spare  efforts  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  role  of 
blind  people  in  the  world's  struggle  for  justice,  peace  and  understanding. 

Accessibility  to  the  existing  means  of  communication  of  our  organization  has  been 
taken  care  of  by  offering  our  blind  members  braille  reading  material. 

The  need  for  publications  is  a  worldwide  complaint  emanating  from  all  professionals 
in  the  areas  comprised  by  our  work  especially  those  who  need  braille,  large  type 
print  or  materials  in  recorded  form. 

The  long  term  Programme  of  Action  in    English  is  another  achievement  of  our 
term  of  office. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  this  procedure  will,  in  the  future,  be  followed  by 
the  newsletters  published  by  our  Regional  and  Standing  Committees  such  as  the 
European  Blind,  The  International  Newsletter  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  The  Asian 
Blind,  just  to  mention  those  which,  are  issued  periodically. 

A  new  approach  was  made  to  UNESCO  seeking  a  subvention  for  WCWB.  It  was  finally 
granted  and  WCWB  will  now  be  able  to  produce  its  newsletter  in  braille,  in 
English  and  French.  This  was  one  of  our  proposed  goals  since  our  most  important 
means  of  communication  was  not  available  in  the  most  accessible  form  to  all 
the  visually  impaired  persons  -  the  braille  system. 

Non-Governmental  organizations  enjoying  consultant  or  observer  status  with  UN 
Committees  and  Specialized  Agencies  are  classified  in  accordance  with  the 
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number  of  people  served  by  such  organization  and  also  by  the  quality  and  extent 
of  services  rendered  to  them,  including  aspects  that  show  no  prejudice  as  far 
as  race  is  concerned. 

WCWB  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  classified  under  category  E  at  UNESCO  and 
category  II  at  the  Economic  and  Social  Committee,  Category  A  is  reserved  to 
organizations     englobing  great  portions  of  world  population, such  as  women, 
labour,    youth,  amongst  others. 

In  collaboration  with  the  NGO  Committee,  studies  were  carried  out  envisaging 
the  modification  of  WCWB's  classification  from  B  to  A.  This  objective  has  not 
yet  been  accomplished  as    organizations  are  required  to  meet  with  the  requi- 
rements   established  by  UNESCO. 

In  accordance  with  UNESCO's  information  on  this  matter,  however  ,  WCWB  under 
category  B,  is  entitled  to  take  part  in  all  seminars,  promotions  and  even 
in  meetings  where  UNESCO  programmes  are  studied  and  drafted,  WCWB  also  being 
empowered  to  present  projects  related  to  the  education,  science  and  culture 
in  the  area  of  blindness. 

The  same  applies  to  the  criteria  adopted  by  ECOSOC  as  far  as  category  I  is 
concerned  .  The  final  decision  will  only  be  taken  during  the  1985  meeting  of 
this  Committee.  » 

The  main  objectives  of  most  of  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  WCWB  are  very  clear 
in  themselves.  Some  of  them  ask  for  concrete  action  by  the  President,  the 
Secretary  General,  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Regional  Bodies  and  the  Na- 
tional Members. 

This  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  establishment  of  priorities  different 
levels,  steps  for  action,  quality  of  involvement,  and  methods  for  their  final 
evaluation  and  analysis. 

There  elements  are  all  encompassed  in  the  formulation  of  a  Plan  of  Action  on 
the  basis  presently  used  by  the  United  Nations  bodies  and  by  the  large  non- 
governmental organizations . 

The  nature  of  the  action  that  must  be  developed  by  a  world  organization  in  any 
field  calls  for  the  formulation  of  a  Plan  of  Action  to  be  duly  approved  by  those 
who  represent  the  majority  of  its  members. 

Ever  since  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  1981,  I  called  the  attention  of 
my  colleagues  -  the  Honorary  Officers  and  those  in  the  Executive  Committee  -  to 
the  importance  of  the  elaboration  of  a  Plan  of  Action  to  be  .adopted  by  our 
General  Assembly. 

In  1981,  in  Vienna,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  General,  I  approached  the  Centr 
for  Social  Development  and  Humanitarian  Affairs   (CSDHA)  to  request  their  coun- 
selling for  the  elaboration  of  this  plan,  with  satisfactory  results. 

Following  the  decision  taken  by  the  Honorary  Officers  in  Australia  in  1982,  the 
Secretary  General  and  the  President  were  assigned  to  draw  up  a  draft  plan,  with 


-  20  - 


the  support  of  the  experts  in  Vienna.  The  document  has  been  elaborated  and 
distributed  to  the  WCWB  members  for  their  analysis  and  suggestions. 

It  is  my  personal  feeling  and  I  am  sure,  shared  by  many  of  our  members  that 
no  matter  what  transformations  our  organization    may  suffer  from  now  on  it  is 
indispensable  that  the  formulation  of  a  Plan  of  Action  takes  place  now,  if 
we  are  to  cope  with  the  development  of  our  work  and  action  that  is  expected 
by  those  involved  in  prevention  of  blindness,  education,  rehabilitation  and 
employment  of  the  visually  impaired,  the  world  over. 

» 

Envisaging  the  expansion  and  dynamization  of  the  activities  of  WCWB,  during 
the  quinquennium  1979-1984,  in  my  capacity  as  President  I  have  visited  27 
countries,  to  get  acquainted  with  local  and  national  problems  concerning  the 
visually  impaired  and  to  discuss  possibilities  of  cooperation  on  WCWB's  behalf. 


COUNTRIES  VISITED 


N9    "  COUNTRY 

■ 

CITY 

DATE 

A.            fu\V7£ilN  i.  UN  A 
* 

Buenos  Aires 

November  1979 

2  SPAIN 

Madrid,  Barcelona 

Torremolmos 

Madrid 

February  1980 
November  1981 
June  1984 

3  FRANCE 

Par  •?  c 
»• 

n 
n 

II 
tl 
II 

II  • 

II 

•1 

February  1980 
February  1981 
April  1981 
August  1981 
'December  1981 
April  1982 
August    •  1982 
April  1983 
October  1983 
May  1984 

4  U.S.A. 

Washington,  New  York 

New  York,  Washington , Bos ton , 

Baltimore 

New  York,  Winnetka 
New  York 
Washington 
San  Francisco 

April  1980 

June  1980 
September  1980 
October  1980 
October  1982 
February  1983 

5         GERMAN  FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC 

Hannover 

July  1980 

6  ITALY 

Rome,  Florence,  Milan 
Rome,  Venice 

July  1980 
April  1981 

15 


N9 

COUNTRY 

DATE 

7 

INDIA 

New  Delhi 
bomb  ay 

February 
April 

1981 
1981 

8 

HONGr  KONG 

Hong  Kong 

March 

9 

SINGAPORE 

Singapore 
Singapore 

March 
December 

1981 
1983 

10 

MALAYSIA 

Kuala  Lumpur 

March 

1981 

11 

.  THAILAND 

Bangkok 

March 

1981 

12 

SWEDEN 

Gothenburg 

May 

1981 

13 

SWITZERLAND 

• 

Geneva 
Geneva 
Geneva 
Geneva 

May 

November 
February 
December 

1981 
1981 
1982 
1983 

14 

CANADA 

Toronto 
Montreal 

July 
Augus  t 

1981 
1982 

15 

UNITED  KINGDOM 

London 

Augus  t 

1981 

16 

EGYPT 

Cairo 

Augus  t 

1981 

1? 

URUGUAY 

Montevideo 

September 

1981 

18 

AUSTRIA 

Vienna 

December 

1981 

19 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Auckland 

April 

1982 

20 

AUSTRALIA 

Melbourne 

April 

1982 

21 

PERU 

Lima 

July 

1982 

22 

KENYA 

Nairobi 

July 

1982 

23 

PHILIPPINES 

Manila 

March 

1983 

24 

PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC 
OF  CHINA 

Bei j in  g,Tian  j  in , 
Shanghai,  Luoyang 

April /May  1983 

25 

BAHRAIN 

Manama 

November 

1983  . 

26 

U.S.S.R. 

Moscow,  Leningrad, 
Samarkand,  Tashkent 

April 

1984 

27 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC 

Berlin 

April 

1984 
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The  v"ariet:y  an<*  complexity  of  activities  within  WCWB  called  for  the  setting  up 
of  meetings  of  the  Honorary  Officers  and  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  the 
quinquennium,  including  others  indispensable  to  the  efficient  development  of 
our  programme. 

The  representation  below  demonstrates  also  the  activities  undertaken  with  the 
Secretary  General  and  with  our  headquarters ,  in  order  to  maintain  the  flow  of 
work. 

MEETINGS 

I.  WCWB 

Executive  Committee  Meetings 

< 

Belgium,  Antwerp  -  August  1979 
Sweden,  Gothenburg  -  May  1981 

Honorary  Officers  Meetings 

Belgium,  Antwerp  -  August  1979 
France,  Paris*-  February  1980 
Brazil,  Sao    Paulo  -  November  1980 
Sweden,  Gothenburg  -  May  1981 
Australia,  Melbourne  -  April  1982 
France,  Paris  -  April  1983 

German  Democratic  Republic t    Berlin  -  April  1984 

Joint  IFB/WCWB  Executive  Committee  Meeting  ' 

Sweden,  Gothenburg  -  May  1981 

Joint  H.O.  and  European  Regional  Committee  Meeting 

France,  Paris  -  April  1983 

Meetings  with  the  WCWB  Secretary  General 

France,  Paris         -  February  1980 

-  April  1981 

-  May  1981 

-  December  1981 

-  November  1982 

F.  R.  G.  Hannover      -  July  1980 
Brazil,  Sao  Paulo  ~  November  1980 
Australia,  Melbourne  -  April  1982  , 
Bahrain,  Manama  ~  November  1983 

G.  D.R.  Berlin  -  June  1984 
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Regional  Coixaittee  Meetings 

North  America/Oceania  Regional  Committee 

Canada,  Toronto  -  July  1981 

NAOR  Working  Group 

Australia,  Melbourne  -  April  1982 

10th  Assembly  of  the  European  Regional  Committee 

France,  Paris  -  August  1981 

Asian  Regional  Committee 

Singapore,  Singapore  -  December  1983 

Latin  American /Caribbean  Regional  Committee 

Brazil,  Sao  Paulo  -  June  1984 

Standing  Committee  Meetings 

Committee  on  Cultural  Affairs 

.  Spain,  Madrid  -  February  1980  (Executive  Commission) 

.  U.S.A.,  Boston  ~  June  1980 

.Italy,  Venice  -  May  1981 

.  Brazil,  Sao  Paulo  -  February  1983 

Committee  on  Rehabilitation,  Training  and  Employment 
.  F.R.G.  ,  Hannover  -  July  1980 

Committee  on  Services  to  Deaf-Blind 

.  Bahrain,  Manama  -  November  1983  ' 
Up  WHO 

-  Advisory  Group  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
..  India,  New  Delhi  -  1981 

.  Switzerland,  Geneva  -  1982 
.  Philippines,  Manila    -  1983 

-  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Pan-American  Health  Organization 
.  Peru,  Lima  -  1982 

-  Joint  WHO  and  Non-Governmental  International  Organizations 
.  Switzerland,  Geneva  -  1983 

III.  Meetings  on  Copyright 

-  Joint  IGC/WIPO  Regional  Seminar  on  Copyright  for  Latin  America /Caribbean 
Argentina,  Buanos  Aires  -  1979 
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-  Joint  IGC/WIPO  Meetings 

.  Switzerland,  Geneva  -  1981 

.  France,  Paris  -  1982 

.  Switzerland,  Geneva  -  1983 

-  IFLA  Subcommittee  on  Copyright 
.  U.S.A. ,  New  York  -  1980 

-  IFLA  Round  Table  of  Libraries  for  the  Blind  (Meeting  on  Copyright 
Unification  of  Music  Codes) 

.  U.S.A. ,  Boston  -  1980 

-  Working  Group 

IV.  Other  Meetings 

-  International  Agency  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
Switzerland,  Geneva  -  1982 

-  ICEVH  Conference 
Kenya,  Nairobi  -  1982 

-  IFLA  Conference 
Canada,  Montreal  -  1982 


In  my  capacity  as  President  of  WCWB ,   I  represented  our  organization 
in  many  conferences,   seminars,   and  symposia,  where   I  presented  state 
ments,  papers,   and  opening  or  closing  remarks.  ~ 

PARTICIPATION  AND  PAPERS  PRESENTED  IN  ASSEMBLIES,    SYMPOSIA  AND 


CONFERENCES 

DATE 

MEETING  * 

PAPER  PRESENTED 

April  1980 

International   Symposium  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Presid- 
ent^  Committee   on  Employment 
of   the  Handicapped  -  U.S.A. 

"Integration  of  Handi- 
capped Persons    in  Bra 
z  i 1 i  an   Society"  ' 

August  1980 


'Helen  Keller  Centennial  Con- 
ference  on  Deaf-Blindness 
F.R.G. 


Welcome  Address 


September 
1980 

Colloquium  at   the  UN  on  the 
Moral   Implications   of  IYDP 
U.S.A. 

"The   Contribution  of 
Disabled   Persons  to 
Society   through  Full 
Participation" 

October  1980 

Third  Committee,   35th  UN 
General  Assembly  -  U.S.A. 

Document   on   the  Ex- 
pectations  on  IYDP 

March  1981 

Training   Seminar  for  Asian 
Blind   Women   -  Malaysia 

"The   Situation  of  Blind 
Women  in  the  World" 

"The   Position   of  Blind 
Women   in  Organizations 
of   and   for   the  Blind 
and -How  to   Improve  it" 

May  1981 

Rotary  International  Conven- 
tion -  Brazil 

"Take  Time   for  the 
Hand  i  capped" 

July  1981 

Bi-annual   Conference   of  the 
American  Association  of  Work- 
ers  for  the  Blind   -  U.S.A. 

"A  Universal  Approach 
to  Blindness" 

August  1981 

Brazilian  Legion  of  Assist- 
ance -  Brazil 

"Open   Space   to  Handi- 
capped Persons" 
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DATE 


MEETING 


PAPER  PRESENTED 


September  1981 


First  Latin  American  Symposium 
on  Rehabilitation  of  Visually 
Handicapped  Adolescents  and 
Adults  -  Uruguay 


"WCWB  -  The  Contribu- 
tion of   its  Philoso- 
phical  and  Practical 
Position  towards  Full 
Rehabilitation  of  the 
Visually  Impaired" 


October     19  81 


International  Conference  on 
the  Integration  of  Handicap- 
ped Persons   in  Labour  Force 
-  Brazil 


"The   Integration  of 
Visually  Handicapped 
Persons   in  Community" 


November  19  81 


World   Conference  on  Actions 
and   Strategies   for  Education, 
Prevention  and  Integration 
-  Spain 


"The  Right 
ferent  and 
to  Be 


to  Be  Dif- 
t  h  e  Wish 


Together 11 


February  1982 


WHO  Programme  Advisory  Group 
on  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness -  Switzerland 


"WCWB  -  The  Contribu- 
tion to  Programmes  of 
Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness", "Collaboration 
of  NGOs  -  Current  Sta 
tus  and  Future  Approa 
ches"  ~ 


April  1982 


Conference  of  the  Australian 
Council  of  and  for  the  Blind 
-  Australia 


Official   Speaker  at 
the   Closing  Banquet: 
"WCWB  Policy  on  Co- 
operation" 


April  198A 


International  Conference  on 
Embossed  Material  -G.D.R. 


"Tactile  Representa- 
tion as  Essential 
Means   of  Information' 


June  1984 


Bi-Cent enni al  of  the  Founda- 
tion of  the  "Institut  Natio- 
nal des   Jeunes  Aveugles" 


Opening  Remarks, 
"Basic  Principles  and 
Adequate  Means   to  Pro 
mote  Education,  Social 
Integration  and  Pro- 
fess ional  i  za  t  i  on  of 
the  Visually  Impaired 
in  South  America" 
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Communication  between  the  President   and   the  members   of   an  organiza- 
tion with  such  a  wide  membership  -  presently  76   countries  -  consti- 
tutes  a  daily   preoccupation   if  he/she  wants   his   personal  messages  or 
views   to  reach  those  who  are  the  object   and   the  justification  for 
the  existence  of  a  world  body. 

My  intensive  participation  during  these  years   certainly  helped  to 
amplify  my   contacts  with  all  our  members   and   I  also   benefitted  from 
the  publication  of  our  quarterly  newsletter   to  express   some  of  my 
views   and  thoughts,   such  as: 

Papers   published   in  WCWB  Newsletter 

"WCWB  -    -Three  Decades   of   Comprehensive   and   Dynamic  Work   in   the  Field 
of   Blindness"     -  September  1979 

"IYDP  -  Expectations   and  Priorities"  -  March  1981 

"Blind   Women  -  Analysis   of   the   Situation"   -  June  1981 

"WCWB  Cooperation,  with   International   Governmental  Agencies"  -  Decem- 
ber 1981 


I  personally  want  to  thank  all  the  organizations   that  have  kindly 

invited  me  to  visit   their   countries,   get  acquainted  with   their  work, 
meet   their  directors   and  professional   staff   and,   in  many  instances, 
take  part   in   the  meetings   of   their  national   councils   and   boards  of 
directors.   Needless   to   say  how  much   I   enjoyed   these  visits   to  ONCE 
(Organizacion  Nacional   de   Ciegos   de  Espana) ,    Spain;   Deuts che-Bl ind en- 
stud  i  enanst  al  t  ,   F.R.G.;    Unione   Italiana  dei   Ciechi,    Italy;  National 
Associati-n  for   the   Blind,    India;   Royal  National   Institute  for  the 
Blind,   U.K.;    China  Association  for   the   Blind   and   the  Deaf,  People's 
Republic   of   China;    The  All-Russia  Association   of   the   Blind,  U.S.S.R.; 
The   Canadian  National    Institute   for   the   Blind,    Canada;    American  As- 
sociation of  Workers   for   the   Blind,    and  The   Hadley   School   for  the 
Blind,   U.S.A.;   New  Zealand  Foundation   of   the   Blind,   New  Zealand;  and 
Australian  Association  for   the  Blind,   Australia,      and   how  much  I  was 
impressed  with  the  efficiency  of   the  work   that    is   being  developed. 


- 
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Visits  to  Organizations  of /for  the  Blind,  Institutions,  Hospitals,  Rehabili- 
tation Centres,  Braille  Presses  and  Factories 


NOVEMBER 
1979 


SPAIN,  Madrid 

ONCE  Headquarters,  School  for  the  Blind,  Training  Centre  for 
Telephone  Operators,  Braille  Press,  Talking  Book  Unit 

Barcelona 

ONCE  Department,  Training  Centre 


MAY 
1980 


U.S.A.   ,  New  York 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  Of f ice , Talking    Book  Unit 


JUNE 
1980 


U.S.A.    (Washington  D.C.) 

American  Council  of  the  Blind  Office,  National  Library  - 
Services  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Library 
of  Congress 

Baltimore 

National  Federation  of  the  Blind  Premises 


JULY /AUGUST 
1980 


Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Marburg 
Deutsche  Blindenstudienanstalt 
Hannover 

Deutches  Taublindenwerk 


AUGUST 
1980 


ITALY 
Rome 

Unione  Italiana  dei  Ciechi  Premises 
Florence 

Factory  MLfEnte  de  Lavore" 
Milan 

U.I.C.  Equipment  Division 
Caravate 

Rest.  Home  for  Elderly  Blind  Persons 
Monza 

Public  Library  for  the  Blind 


SEPTEMBER  j 


1980 

U.S.A. ,  Winnetka  (Illinois) 
Hadley  School  for  the  Blind 

FEBRUARY 
1981 

INDIA 

Javan  Village  -  Pilot  Unit  for  Eye  Treatment  (Eye  Camp) 
Prevention  of  Blindness  Services 

MARCH/APRIL 
1981 

INDIA 
Bombay 

National  Association  for  the  Blind,  Helen  Keller  Institute 
for  Deaf-Blind,  Dadar  School  for  the  Blind 

APRIL 
1981 

HONG  KONG,  Hong  Kong 

Hong  Kong  Society  for  the  Blind,  National  Training  Centre 
and  School  for  the  .Blind 

SINGAPORE,  Singapore 

Sineanore  Association  for  the  Blind 

MALAYSIA,  Kuala  Lumpur 

Malayan  Association  for  the  Blind,  Rehabilitation  Centre, 
Workshop,  and  Braille  Press  J 

THAILAND,  Bangkok 

Foundation  for  the  Blind  in  Thailand,  Bangkok  School  for 
the  Blind 

JULY 
1981 

UNITED  KINGDOM ,  London 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Braille  Press 
Brighton 

Saint  Dunstan's  Centre 

APRIL 
1982 

NEW  ZEALAND ,  Auckland 

New    ieaXdllQ    ASSOC13L10U    IOr    LIlc    D11I1Q  ,    ixew  Ltdlduu 

j    Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Homai  College,  Summerfield 
!    Rehabilitation  Centre  for  the  Blind,  Talking  Book  Unit, 
Maori  School  for  the  Blind,  National  Association  of  the 
|  Blind 
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APRIL 
1982 

AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne 

Australian  Association  for  the  Blind,  Nursing  Home 
Ballarat 

Kelaston  Community  Day  Hospital 
Grelong 

Illawarra  Nursing  Home  for  Elderly  Visually  Handicapped 

MARCH 
1983 

U.S.A.,  California  * 

Telesensory  Systems,  Inc.  and  Sensory  Aids  Foundation 

APRIL 
1983 

People's  Republic  of  China 
Beijing 

China  Association  for  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf,  Institute  ©f 
Ophthalmology,  Braille  Press,  Blind  Children's  School, 
Social  Welfare  Factory 

Tianj  in 

Home  for  Elderly  Persons,  Social  Welfare  Factory 
Luoyang 

School  for  Blind  Masseurs  and  its  Application  Clinic, 
and  Massage  Hospital 

Shanghai 

School  for  Blind  Children,  Social  Welfare  Factory 

APRIL 
1984 

U.S.S.R. 

Mos  cow 

Central  Board  of  the  All-Russia  Association  of  the  Blind, 
Institute  of  Defectology  of  the  Academy  of  Pedagogic  Science, 
Special  School  for  Partially  Sighted  Children,  Helm-Holts 
Institute,  Eye  Diseases  Institute,  and  Cultural  Centre, 
Hospital  of  Diseases  of  the  Heart  for  Blind  Persons 


Tashkent 

Usbek  Association  of  the  Blind,  Friendship  House,  Factory, 
Nursery  and  Cooperative 

Samarkand 

School  for  the  Blind 
Leningrad 

Association  of  the  Blind  of  Leningrad,  Pedagogic  Institute, 
Day  Nursery  for  Blind  Children,  Cultural  Centre,  Library 
Services,  Rehabilitation    for  the  Blind,  Industrial 
Entreprise  Contact  _ 
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My  activities  during  the  quinquennium  included  contacts  with  a  great 
variety  of  personalities,  from  the  President  of  Brazil  -  ray  own  country 
Ministers  of  State  -  Kuala  Lumpur  and  Moscow  -  Government  Authorities  - 
Beijing, Leningrad  and  Saudi  Arabia  -  UNDP,  WHO,  UNESCO  and  ILO  Directors 
and  Pope  John  Paul  II. 

Part  of  my  programme  in  most  countries  was  dedicated  to  meetings  with 
organizations  of  the  blind  and  agencies  serving  blind  people. 

My  pilgrimage  programme  through  countries  and  regions  aimed  to  make 
visually  impaired  persons  in  those  countries  and  regions,  as  well  as  the 
public  in  general,  aware  of  the  role  that  WCWB  plays  in  international 
affairs  and  I  am  sure  I  succeeded  most  of  the  time. 

Relationships  were  strengthened  through  better  understanding  of  our  aims, 
actions,  priorities  and  the  strategies  pursued  by  our  policy  of  action. 

Serving  WCWB  as  President  was  to  me  an  unforgettable  experience.  Meeting 
people  and  cooperating  with  those  working  for  a  dignified  cause "made  my 
experience  a  lifelong  reward. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  FOR  THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 
VII  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  -  RIYADH  -  OCTOBER  2J-25,  1984 


THE  SECRETARY  GENERAL'S  REPORT  ON  MEMBERSHIP 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Sixth  World  Assembly  in  Antwerp,  Belgium,  the 
World  Council  had  73  National  Members. 

Eleven  countries   ha vc joined  the  World  Council  during  the  period 
under  review.  (Bahrain,    Iraq,  Lebanon,   Malawi,   Morocco,  Mongolia, 
Papua  New  Guinea,  -Qatar,  Uganda,   United  Arab  Emirates,   Yemen  Arab 
Republic).      Eleven  countries  have  forfeited  their  membership  owing 
to  non  payment  of  fees   (Argentina,   Costa  Rica,   Ethiopia,  Greece, 
Mexico,   Nigeria,   Papua  New  Guinea,   Rumania,   Senegal,  Sudan,  and 
Zambia)  »  2  countries   (Peru,  and  Venezuela)   have  withdrawn  from, 
membership,    and  3  countries  (Ethiopia,    Greece  and  Tunisia)  have 
reaf filiated.     The  total  number  of  countries  is  now  74  and  the 
number  of  national  delegates  194. 

27  associations  or  individuals  have  joined  the  World  Council  as  Associate 
Members,  making  the  total  number  to  date  of  Associate  Members  69  in  30 
different  countries. 

The  number  of  International  Members  is  one  less  than  the  four  we  previously 
had.  The  International  Services  for  the  Blind  from  the  USA  has  not  renewed 
its  membership.  The  3  International  Members  we  still  have  are  the  Christoffel 
Blinden-Mission  from  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  the  Helen  Keller  Inter- 
national from  the  USA  and  the  Royal  Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Blind  with 
headquarters  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Another  international  organization,  Operation  Eyesight  Universal  of  Canada 
applied  for  International  Membership  in  1981,  but  as  such  membership  can 
only  be  granted  by  the  General  Assembly,  collaboration  between  this  organiza- 
tion and  the  World  Council  has  been  pending  until  now.  The  Honorary  Officers 
have  found  that  Operation  Eyesight  Universal  fulfills  the  requirements 
stipulated  for  International  Membership  and  therefore  recommend  its  admis- 
sion into  the  Council  in  this  category. 

In  compliance  with  the  Constitution  of  WCWB,  any  individual  organization 
or  concern  may  be  admitted  as  a  Sponsoring  Member  of  the  Council  upon  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  membership  f?e  of  US$  1,250.-.  We  have  at  present 
2  Sponsoring  Members,  the  Canon  Company  of  Japan  and  Clarke  &  Smith 
International  in  the  United  kingdom.  A  third  Sponsoring  Member,  Tele- 
sensory  Systems,  Inc.  in  the  United  States,  has  reverted  to  Associate 
membership. 

Finally,  the  World  Council  now  has  7  Honorary  Life  Members  of  which  four 
are  with  us  at  this  General  Assembly:  Mr.  Eric  T.  Boulter,  United  Kingdom, 
Mr.  John  C.  Colligan,  United  Kingdom,  Monsieur  Andre"  Nicolle,  France,  and 
Mr.  Boris  V.  Zimin,  the  USSR.  Apologies  for  absence  have  been  received 
from  Monsieur  Henri  Amblard,  France,  Mr.  Edward  Walton  Christiansen, 
Australia,  and  Monsieur  Achille  Dyckmans,  Belgium. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HONORARY  TREASURER  OF  WCWB  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31  DECEMBER  198.3,     AND  FOR  THE  QUINQUENNIUM     1979  -  '1964 


In  accordance  with  previous  practice,  the  attached  accounts 
are  for  the  fourth  year  of  the  Quinquennium  (ending  31/12/53) 
and  the  Quinquennial  Report  includes  the  last  year  of  the' previous 
Quinquennium  (1979).     This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  General 
Assemblies  are  normally  held  before  the  conclusion  of  the  current 
financial  year. 

The  overall  position  compared  with  that  existing  at  the  time 
of  the  Antwerp  General  Assembly  in  1979  shows  that  our  finances 
have  been  reasonably  well  maintained  with  total  balances  on  the 
General  Account  standing  at  $70,171  as  compared  with  the  1979  figure 
of  075,333*     The  difference  is  broadly  accounted  for  by  the  continued 
fall  in  the  exchange  rates  between  the  US  dollar,   the  pound.  Sterling 
and  the  French  franc,  coupled  with  the  fact  that' certain  of  the  aonor 
countries  to  the  Special  Fund  have  felt  it  necessary  either  to  reduce 
or  to  cancel  their  contributions  during  the  period  1979-1984.. 

The  attached  figures  show  that  the  Council 5 s  financial  do sit. ion 
is  relatively  stable  and  liquid.     It  has  however  continued  to  be 
affected  adversely  by  the  continuing  fall  in  the  exchange  rates 
between  the  US  dollar  and  the  pound  Sterling  and  the  French  fVanc. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  £1  =  #1.1+1}.  (compared  with  #2. 1+0  in  I960) 
and  31  =  6.34  French  francs  (compared  with  1+.53  in  1980).     This  fall' 
in  exchange  rates  has  cost  us  some  $5,000  during  the  course  of  the  ye 

Looking  at  the  figures  in  broad  detail,  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
income  has  been  well  maintained  at  #171+,  058  v/hich  is  an  increase  of 
some  #31,000,  whilst  our  expenditure  has  risen  by  some  #27,000  mainly 
due  to  travel  costs  for  the  Asian  and  African  Committees,  the  Technic 
Conference  at  Trieste  and  the  Deaf-Blind  Conference  in  Bahrain. 

At  the  same  time,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  balance  or 
#70,171  includes  two  items  of  #1.902  and  #5,000  respectively  being 
held  in  suspense  for  revision  of  World  Braille  Usage  and  for  expen- 
diture by  the  Committee  on  Development  Co-operation. 

When  the  Honorary  Officers  met  in  East  Berlin  in  April,  they  fel 
that  it  was  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the  General  Assembly  might 
favour  some  kind  of  merger  with  IFB  or  possibly  the  emergence  of  some 
new  organisation.     In  either  event  WCV/B  will  orobablv  have  to  continu 
in  its  present  form  for  a  further  year  pending  the  setting  up  of  a  ne^ 
office  system.     With  that  probability  in  mind  they  decided  to  recommei 
to  the  Executive  Committee  that  the  current  rates  of  subscription 
should  continue  as  at  present  for  the  time  being.     They  also  recommen 
that  we  should  still  continue  to  invite  contributions  to  the  Special 
Fund  with  a  view  to  offsetting  the  continuing  rise  in  costs,  due  to 
world  inflation,  of  administering  the  Secretary  General's  Office,  and 
the  Paris  Headquarters. 

After  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  #15,000 
should  be  made  available  from  our  current  balance  to  assist  with 
expenses  arising  out  of  the  General  Assembly,  princioally  for  assis- 
tance with  travel  costs  for  delegates  from  the  poorer  countries. 


-  2  - 


It  was  also  recommended  for  consideration  that  at  the  time 
of  the  election  of  a  new  board  of  Honorary  Officers,  the  Office  of 
the  Honorary  Treasure!'  be  transferred  to  some  place  where  my 
successor  would  have  access  to  a  currency  which  remains  relatively 
strong  against  the  US  dollar,  e.g.  the  Swiss  franc,  the  Deutschinark, 
the  Japanese  Yen,  or  perhaps  the  US  dollar  itself. 

Also  attached  are  the  Statements  of  Account  of  the  Helen  Keller 
Memorial  Fund  and  the  Aid  to  Developing  Countries  Account.     It  will 
be  noted  that  an  item  cf  #lj-,82£  was  transferred  to  meet  certain  trav 
costs  relating  to  the  Bahrain  Deaf-Blind  Conference.     It  was  decided 
by  the  Honorary  Officers  to  close  the  Aid  to  Developing  Countries 
Account  by  donating  the  existing  balance  of  $3,523  to  Vietnam  for 
supplies  of  material  for  their  new  Printing  Shop.     This  item  will 
appear  in  the  1981+  Accounts. 

We  are  under  a  constitutional  obligation  to  have  our  Accounts 
audited  during  the  Quinquennium,  and  I  should  like  to  record  our 
gratitude  to  Madame  Szwerbrot-Estienne,  Certified  Public  Accountant 
Auditor,  for  having  audited  our  Paris  Accounts,  and  to  Mr.  Roger- 
Williams  of  RNI3  for  auditing  our  London  Accounts  and  for  having 
undertaken  the  certification  of  the  Consolidated  Accounts  for  the 
period,  ending  31st  December  1983. 

I  should  also  like  to  record  my  own  thanks  to  the  Royal  Nation*." 
Institute  for  the  Blind  for  continuing  to  grant  me  office  facilities 
and  secretarial  help.     I  would  particularly  mention  the  Chief 
Accountant,  Mr.  E.W.  Brewster,  for  his  help  in  keeping  cur  books  anc 
preparing  our  yearly  London  Accounts,  and  to  Mrs.  Carol  Bird  for  her 
invaluable  assistance  with  secretarial  help. 


Lo^on  j.  c.  COLLIGAN 

16th  July  198]+  Honorary  Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  WCWB 


1.     I  have  audited  the  records  of  the  Council  maintained  in  London 
and  am  satisfied  that  the  column  headed  London  on  the  Summary 
Cash  statement  above  correctly  records  the  transactions  by  the 
Hon.  Treasurer's  Office  in,  London  during  the  year  ended 
31  December  1983,  and  Schedule  2  the  balances  with  London 
Banks  at  the  31  December  1983. 


2.     I  have,,  presented  to  me  Accounts  for  the  Paris  Office  certified 
correct  by  Madam  Szwerbrot-Estienne,  a  Certified  Public 
Accountant,   and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Summary  Cash  Statement 
taken  as  a  whole  correctly  represents  the  combined  transactions 
of  the  two  offices  for  the  year  ended  31  December  1983. 


/  


(Signed)     ROGER  WILLIAMS 
Hon.  Auditor 


Summary  of  Statement  for  year  ended  31  December,  1983. 

Currency  rates  at  31  December  1983:    £1  Sterling  =  US$1. 44 

US$1  =  French  francs  8.34 


INCOME 


Balances  in  hand    1  January  1983 
Membership  fees  (inc.  transfer  from 

Helen  Keller  Fund) 
Special  contributions 
Wilfred  Sloane  Foundation 
Suspense  Japan 

Transfer  from  General  Account 

Interest 

Donations 

Grant  IYDP  Trust  Fund 
Transfer  from  London 
Sundry  Income 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT 


Paris 

London 

Total 

$ 

$ 

$ 

6,649 

60,551 

67,200 

26,790 
964 

841 

300 
9,016 
17 

27,985 
9,133 

IVJ,  p  l  d. 

1,884 
14,400 
4,956 

54, 775 
10,097 

1 U  5  b  { <L 

1,884 
14,400 
4,956 

841 
300 

•  9,016 
17 

44,577 

129,481 

174,058 

EXPENDITURE 

Louis  Braille 

Transfer  to  Paris 

Asian  Regional  Meeting  Singapore 

Scottish  Braille  Press 

African  Regional  Committee 

Mrs  No will  Sao  Paulo/Paris  Travel 

Secretary  General's  Office  Sweden 

Travel 

Transfer  to  Deposit  Account 
Sundry 

UNESCO  subs,  etc 
Deaf-Blind  Bahrain  Travel 
Admin 


Balances  at  31.  December  1983 
Less  adjustments  -  difference  • 
exchange  rate  on  opening  balances 


Made  up  as  follows: 

Paris      Franc  Account  29,424.78 

317.14 

FF29,741.92 

London    Current"    »  0/D(7, 253. 86) 
Deposit    "  £28,700.72 


Dollar 


£21,446.86 


30,884 
35,721 


801 

997 

176 
138 
3,560 
34,046 

1,853 
9,109 

5,673 
1,611 

4,854 
2,346 
18,886 
184 
14,400 
265 

2,654 
9,109 

5,673 
1,611 

4, 854 
2,346 

18,886 
1,181 

14,400 

441 
138 
3,560 
34,046 

39,718 

59,181 

98,899 

4,859 

70,300 

75,159 

1,293 

3,695 

4,988 

3,566 

66,605 

70,171 

3,566 

3,566 

66,605 
70,171 


HELEN  KELLER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Receipts  and  Payments  Account  for  the  year  ended  31  December  1983 

US  0 

Balance  in  hand  at  1  January  1983  27,620 
Add:     Interest  received  during  the  year  1,892 


29,512 


Less:  Expenditure  (Transfer  to  WCWB  General 

Account)  24.,  825 


2^,687 

Less:  Loss  in  exchange  on  Opening  Balance  3 , 66J4. 

Balance  in  hand  at  31  December  1983  21 ,023 


AID  TO  DEVELOPING  COUNTRIES  FUND 
Receipts  and  Payments  Account  for  the  year  ended  31  December  1983 

US  £ 

Balance  in  hand  at  1  January  1983  3,8li| 
Add:     Interest  received  during  the  year  21L 

ij.,028 

Less:  Loss  in  exchange  on  Opening  Balance  505 
Balance  in  hand  at  31  December  1983  3,523 


NOTE:    Balances  are  held  in  Pounds  Sterling  and  have  been  converted 
to  US  Dollars  at  the  rate  of  US  equals    £1  Sterling. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION 


by  Dr.  Jeanne  Kenmore, 


International  Council  on  Education  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  (ICEVH) 


At  the  Sixth  ICEVH  Quinquennial  Conference  held  in  Paris 
in  1977,  Mr.  Wolfgang  Stein  was  elected  President.    Five  years 
l^ter  the  next  wo  rid ( conference  was  prepared  to  open  in  Nairobi 
The  military  coup  d'etat  on  the  first  day  of  registration  changed 
all  the  plans.     While  an  opening  session  was  held  some  days  later 
the  continuing  military  action  necessitated  the  closing  of  our 
conference.     So,  it  was  not  possible  to  hold  an  election  at 
that  general  assembly.     Through  correspondence  later, the  Executive 
Committee  .of  the  I.C.E.V.H  voted  to  keep  Mr.  Stein  as  President 
until  another  world  meeting  could  be  arranged. 

Because  of  several  international  and  regional  conferences 
on  aspects  of  service  to  blind  children  planned  for  1984  and  1935 
the  next  Quinquennial  will  be  held  in  1987.  ' 

Thus  Mr.  Stein  has  kept  his  position  for  two  terms  and  during 
the  past  seven  years  has  been  the  mofet  active  President  in  the 
history  of  ICEVH. 

T/,riirtTHeJ.has  P*id  over  35  visits  to  25  countries  to  represent 
lofcVH  at  national,   regional  or  world  meetings,  to  lecture  at 
seminars  and  workshops  at  various  levels  and  to  arrange  and  plan 
for  aid  programmes.     Each  year  he  has  visited  between  25  and 1 30 
individual  projects  for  the  blind  in  most  areas  of  the  world. 

ICEVH  functions  through  seven  Regional  Chairmen  and  their 
committees  plus  a  Resources  Committee.     Most  of  the  Regional  Chair- 
men have   organized     conferences  in  their  areas  and  have  worked 
through  the  Resources  Committee  to  offer  training  courses. 

Experts  from  13  countries  have  shared  their  professional 
knowledge  and  skills  with  colleagues  in  58  nations.  Thirty-six 
training  courses  of  4  to  3  weeks  have  been  given  on  many  topics 
irom  the  instruction  of  mathematics,  science  and  other  academic 
subjects  to  daily  living  skills  and  mobility.     Even  the  repair 
of  the  Marburg  and  Perkins  braille  writers  has  been  taught. 
Experts  have  served  as  consultant s , providing  evaluation^  counselling 
and  planning  for  the  upgrading  of  programmes  in  22  countries. 

Equipment,  transportation  for  participants  to  regional  and 
world  conferences,  materials,  and  other  assistance  were  extended 
to  schools  and  programmes  for  blind  children  and  youth  in  60 
countries. 

"The  Educator",  a  journal  carrying  articles  and  news  items 
was  published  py  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  until  recently. 
Now  it  has  been  changed  into  a  less  formal  Newsletter.  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  translations  of  "The  Educate?"  have  been  produced 
through  the  kind  cooperation  of  Spain  and  Brazil.  And  there  is 
a  special  offshoot  published  and  distributed  in  Asia  with  items 
of  strong  interest  for  Asians. 


A  Proceedings  of  the  Aborted  1982  Kenya  Quinquennial 
Conference  has  been  published.    Fortunately,  all  but  one  of  the 
papers  which  would  have  been  given  orally  were  handed  to  Mr. 
Stem  so  the  Proceedings  is  nearly  complete. 

Translation  of  professional  literature  from  English  to 
Spanish  made  possible  the  distribution  of  several  a rticle  s  and 
pamphlets  to  Spanish-speaking  countries. 

bv  Chr?^?^i°!i-h!  srnall.Pr°jects  of  ICEVH  have  been  continued 
by  Chnstoffel  Blmdenrnission,  expanded  and  strengthened  into 
permanent  programmes.     One  example  is  integrated  education  in 
south  India.    An  initial  three-week  exploratory  visit  of  an 
expert  was  followed  by  a  two-month  introductory  training  course 
in  February  1931  for  only  two  Indian  teachers/  Then  after  CM 
entered  the  picture,  these  two  teachers  created  a  university  level 
«tathp°£?  fer"eVf  C0l^ses  for  future  resource/itinerant  teachers 
at  the  Master's  Degree  level.     To  date  25  specialist  teachers  for 
integrated  education  have  been  trained,  and  over  200  blind  children 
are  functioning  successfully  under  their  guidance.    A  third  group 
°ifchfs  J?  now  in  training.    A4  braille  press  and  a  center  for 
™£fcing  educational  aids  have  been  established  to  meet  the  needs 
of  children  in  schools  for  the  sighted. 

The  International  Council  for  Education  of  the  Visually 
Handicapped  has  no  membership  fees,  no  regular  income  The 

Inil^3^0  W0r\6d .£°5.IGEVH  ^  many  lands  received  their  expenses 
only.    Their  contributions  have  been  invaluable. 

Q+  +v?everai  national  and  international  organizations  reoresentedl 

at  this  conference  have  been  generous,  notably  ONCE  of  Spain. 

But  since  1973  CBM  has  been  the  most  faithful  supporter  in  every  way. 

I  have  been  active  in  ICEVH  in  one  capacity  or  another  for 
27  years,  and  I  have  found  the  last  7  years  to  be  the  most  excitine- 
We  think  that  ICEVH  hasfruly  become  a  world-wide proLwionSl  *' 
service-oriented  organization. 

Pnnf.L^3?!1?  t°  *elLJOlt  that  the  ne±t  ICEVH  Quinquennial 
cordially  invited6  ^    Urzburg'  West  Ge™any  in  1987.    You  are 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  W.C.W.B.  REGIONAL  COMMITTEES 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  AFRICAN  AFFAIRS 
by  Mr.  IsmaSla  Konate,  Chairman 


The  Committee  on  African  Affairs  elected  the  following  presidium 
during  the  course  of  the  VI  General  Assembly  in  Antwerp  from  August  1  to  10 
1979: 

Chairman:  Mr.  Ismalla  Konate,  Mali 

V ice-Chairman:    Mr.  Abdourahamane  Soli,  Niger 

Mr'.  Gouale,  Zambia 

Mr.  George  Ondieki,  Kenya 
Secretary:  Mr.  Pape  A  las  sane  Fall,  Senegal 

Treasurer:  Professor  Souleymane  Sangare,  Ivory  Coast 

This  presidium  has  never  been  able  to  meet  since  its  inception  in  spite 
of  the  many  attempts  that  have  been  made  and  the  subvention  WCWB  accorded  the 
Committee  for  the  meeting  held  in  December  1983  in  Bamako. 

The  following  reasons  are  advanced: 

1 )  Means  of  communication  in  Africa  are  sometimes  non-existent  and 
exchange  of  correspondence  is  thus  impossible. 

2)  The  lack  of  interest  of  some  persons  in  charge  who  sometimes 
represent  their  governments  and  not  the  associations. 

3)  The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Pape  Alassane  Fall,  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 

Despite  this,  the  Committee  on  African  Affairs  has,  on  the  whole  been 
very  active  between  1979  and  1984. 

1.  During  the  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons  1981,  national 
committees  were  set  up  almost  everywhere  and,  thanks  to  this,  more  information 
is  available  and  public  opinion  has  become  more  alive  to  existing  problems. 

2.  In  the  field  of  bilateral  and  multilateral  cooperation,  the  Swedish 
Federation  of  the  Visually  Handicapped  organized  the  following  seminars: 

a)  Seminar  on  Training  of  Leaders  in  Associations  of  and  for  the  Blind 
in  English-speaking  African  countries,  in  1979  in  Lusaka. 

b)  Seminar  on  the  Training  of  Leaders  of  Associations  of  the  Blind  in 
French-speaking  Africa,  in  1981  in  Thies,  Senegal. 

c)  Seminars  in  Sweden  on  exchange  of  experience  between  the  developing 
and  the  industrialized  countries,  in  1981  and  1982. 

d)  Workshop  in  Nairobi  in  March  1984  which  resulted  in  the  working-out 
of  a  plan  of  action  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  in  Africa. 


M- 
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f:cA     *Jthin  the  context  of  cooperation  between  WCWB  and  IFB    the  Afr'ran 

y    P  o    an  arriean  institute  for  the  Rehabilitation  of  the  Handicapped. 

fen  STSdS^  M  fS  ^  tHat        WiSh  °f  thS  African  associations  is 
ion  of  WCWB  and  IFB  for  the  good  of  the  blind  throughout  the  world. 


the  un 


REP  CRT  CF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ASIAN  AFFAIRS 


by  Mr.  Suresh  C.  Ahuja,  Chairman 
Asian  Conference  on  Visual  Handicap 

In  December  1983,  the  Asian  Conference  on  Visual  Handicap,  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  WCWB  and  the  IFB  Asian  Committees  and  hosted  by  ?he  Singapore 

"J!"         *he  Blind  was  held  ^  Singapore.      Cver  160  participants  took 
part  m  the  Conference. 

Joint  pJfn^njUnC^i0n^ith         ASian  Conferenc*>  *  workshop  "Progress  Through 

(S^TcZ    '      +*T  th!  2USpiCGS  °f  the  WCWB  and  was  o^anized  by  SHIA 

(Swedish  Organisation  of  Handicapped  International  Aid  Foundation). 

The  Plans  of  Action  adopted  at  the  Asian  Conference  and  the  Workshop 

nTl^ur^r^f         lt  iS  h°ped  that  th^y  will  be  implemented.  Meetings 
of  the  WCWB  Asian  Committee  and  a  joint  meeting  of  the  WCWB  and  IFB  Asian 
Committees  were  held  in  Singapore.     The  Joint  Meeting  resulted  in  the  decision 
A  s  r    irSV"  ^e  Task  Force  appointed  at  the  suggestion  of  delegates  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  to  consider  the  question  of  a  single  world  body  and 
greater  cooperation  and  coordination. 

2.  Asian  Conmittee  Meeting  and  International  Seminar  -  Colombo  1981 

WCWB  ,nd  wTl^  °f  J^I0'8  ASian  Committee  a*  well  as  joint  meetings  of  the 
in  Oc?otr  ?98  "n  ^t~I.«nd  an  International  Seminar  were  held  in  Colombo 
in  October  1981.      These  meetings  have  resulted  in  a  considerable  amount  of 
cooperation  and  coordination  between  the  Asian  Committees  of  the  WCWB  and  IFB 
and,  in  fact,  led  to  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Asian  Conference  on  Visual 
Handicap. 

3 .  j>gional  Cooperation  and  Coordination 

The  Nippon  Lighthouse  Welfare  Centre  for  the  Blind  and  the  National 
Association  for  the  Blind,  India,  provided  gifts  of  equipment  to  countries  in 
tne  region. 

.     +K    gaining  and  observation  programmes  were  arranged  in  India  for  workers 
in  the  field  from  Bangladesh,  Pakistan,  Nepal,  Sri  Lanka,  Thailand  and  Malaysia. 
The  Nippon  Lighthouse  Welfare  Centre  for  the  Blind  helped  with  the  training  of 
mobility  instructors  in  Korea. 

The  Chairman  visited  Nepal  in  1981  at  the  invitation  of  the  Nepal 
Disabled  and  Blind  Association  when  he  advised  them  on  the  setting  up  of 
Programmes  for  the  education,  training  and  employment  of  blind  people.    As  a 
follow-up,  a  mobility  officer  from  India  was  assigned  to  Nepal  for  four  months 
in  i9o2# 
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u  ,     Jhe  Asian  Committa«  assisted  Mrs.  Beroz  Vacha,  Princioal  of  th» 
Helen  Keller  institute  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Deaf-Blind,  S   the  onlv 
school  for  the  deaf-Mind  in  Asia  (apart  from  schools  for  the  dea^bHnd 
"  cn  ^iZZTT^X  ^nal^[  ^ence 

4»        Jakeo  Iwahashi  Awards 

The  Takeo  Iwahashi  Awards  were  presented  to: 
Mr.  Victor  J.  Baltazar,  Philippines  -  1980 
.  Dr.  Fatima  Shah,  Pakistan  -  1981 
Mr.  Ron  Chandran-Dudley,  Singapore  -  1982 
Mr.  E.  Jon  Paik,  Korea  -  1983 
Dr.  Itaru  Kurozumi,  Japan  -  1984 
5*         I_he_Asian  Blind 

was  „JS       fcJo^  Artan  BUnd'  ^  *•  °°n  "estaway  of  Austral!.-. 

Conference  '       *  *  ***  t0.^>lish  12  before  the  Riyacin  ' 

6.  Newsletter 

A  quarterly  Newsletter,  issued  by  the  Chairman,  has  been  distributed 
widely  and  has  been  much  appreciated.  aisrnouted 

7.  Meetings  and  Conferences 

Social         Chainna;  represented  the  WCWB  at  the  United  Nations  Economic  and 
Social  Commission  for  Asia  and  the  Pacific    ESCAP)  Meeting  in  Banakok  in 
connection  wit/,  plans  for  the  observation  of  the  International  Year  of 
J^tIT^V'c    Th:,WCWB  A3ian  ^Li?t:r:eree?erprLented 

the  Tth^i^P^r  ^  °W  memberS  °f  the  Asian  C°™ittee  attended 

1    i        ^  Conference  of  Rehabilitation  International  in  Kuala 

at  th! Toon^'rence"?  ^         S-sh       ^uja  presented 

8.  Helen  Keller  CjgnJ^nnial 

in  1980Many/cUntri?S  ^         reQi0n  observed  th^  Helen  Keller  Centennial  Year 
In  Jan-;  Mr    "P^13,1.0^0^^^  stamp  was  issued  by  the  Government  of  India, 

^fCf  tHndeeB^u:bird"?Shi  WTOte  3  b0°k  ab°Ut  HelGn  K6ller  -titled 
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9.  Obituary 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  we  record  the  passing  away  on 
January  16,  1984  of  Mr.  Hideyuki  Iwahashi,  Vice-President  of  the  WCWB  and  a 
former  Chairman  and  an  active  member  of  the  Asian  Committee. 

It  is  also  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  passing  away  of  Dr.  Mary 
Lee  of  Korea,  a  member  of  the  Asian  Committee;    Mr.  Tokuji  Hayakawa,  President 
Sharp  Electronics,  Japan  -  a  benefactor  of  the  blind  -  and  Mr.  Kings  ley  C 
Dassanaike,  an  Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  WCWB  and  a  former  Chairman  of  the 
WCWB  Asian  Committee. 

10«       Chairman  Visits  Japan.  Indonesia  and  Thailand 

In  March  1981,  the  Chairman  visited  Japan  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Orientation  &  Mobility  Working  Group  in  Osaka.      Thereafter,  he  observed 
services  for  the  blind  in  Tokyo  where  he  also  met  government  officials. 

In  December  1983,  the  Chairman  visited  Indonesia  when  he  observed 
services  for  the  blind  and  met  .leaders  in  the  field  with  a  view  to  promoting 
regional  cooperation. 

Also  in  December  1983.,  the  Chairman  visited  Thailand  where  he  met  and 
held  discussions  with  the  President  of  the  Foundation  for  the  Blind  in 
Thailand. 

1 1 .       Chairman's  Visit  to  China 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  Chairman  is  preparing  to  visit 
China  (from  April  12  to  22,  1984),  at  the  invitation  of  the  China  rtssociation 
for  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf. 

The  invitation  was  extended  in  Singapore  where,  for  the  first  time,  a 
delegation  from  the  People's  Republic  of  China  participated  in  an  Asian 
conference  of  the  blind.      The  Chairman  is  looking  forward  with  much 
anticipation  to  this  visit. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  European  Affairs 
by  Andre  Nicolle.  Chairman  , 

During  the  period  under  review  cooperation  between  the  European 
committees  of  IVCY/B  and  IFB  had  become  even  closer  and  more  fruit- 
ful ^nd  culminated  at  last  in  the  founding  of  the  European  Blind 
Un on  (EBU) . 

The  ERC  General  Assemblies,  the  Presidium  and  its  Commissions 

The  General  Assemblies  of  the  ERC  took  place  in  1981  in  Paris 
and  in  19S4  in  Hurdal,  Norway. 

In  Paris  seven  resolutions  had  been  adopted,   the  most  important 
of  which  was  Resol.  Nr.  1  on  the  merger  of  the  European  Blind. 
It  gave  the  guidelines  for  working,  which  were  followed  and 
completed  by  the  two  resolutions  adopted  at  the  General  Assembly 
in  Hurdal  on  the  transfer  of  the  funds  to  the  EBU  and  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  ERC. 

From  1901  to  1904  the  Presidium  of  the  ERC  was  composed  of  the 


following  members : 

President  Andre  Nicolle  France 

Vice-President  Rodolfo  Cattani  Italy 

Yanaki  Gradev  Bulgaria 

Duncan  Watson  UK 

Treasurer  Arne  Husveg  Norway 

Secretary  General        Dr. Dr.  H.  Pielasch  GDR 


Also, 

The  Presidium  held  two  meetings  each  year.  besides  there  were 
four  joint  meetings  with  the  presidium  of  the  EAC ,   four  meetings 
of  the  r  residents  and  Secretory  Generals  of  ERC  and  EAC  :=nd  vivo 
meetings  of  a  joint  working  group,  consisting  of  three  mer.bers 
from  each  side. 

The  work  of  the  ERC  Presidium  was  supported  by  four  commissions: 
Cultural  Affairs,  Rehabilitation,  Social  Policy  and  Technical 
Aids.  The  Commission  on  Cultural  Affairs  met  three  times,  the 
Commissions  on  Rehabilitation  and  Technical  Aids  twice  and  the 
Commission  on  Social  Policy  once  in  the  period  under  review. 
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World  end  European  Conferences 

From  1979  to  1984  many  important  international  Conferences  were 
held  in  Europe,  in  which  the  ERC  participated  either  directly  or 
indirectly:  ' 

April  1980  European  Conference  on  Future  Trends  in 

Training  and  Employment  of  Blind  People 
Sofia,  Bulgaria 
1980  4th  European  Technical  Conference 

Hanover,  FRG 
1980  European  Conference  on  Low  Vision 
Prague.  Czechoslovakia 


July 
November 
September 


October 


November 

Aug ./Sept 
October 


Dune 


April 


Dune 


19^1  International  Conference  on  Rehabilitation 
and  Integration/ Multiply  Handicapped  Blind 
People 

Bad  Berleburg ,  FRG 
1901  International  Conference  on  Social  Integration 
of  the  Young  Blind,  Blind  Women  and  Aged 
Blind  Persons 
Acireale,  Italy 

1981  International  Workshop  on  Special  Literature 
for  Blind  Children 

Monza ,  Italy 

19G2  European  Conference  on  Public  deletions  Work 
Oslo,  Norway 

1982  International  Conference  on  Unification  of 
Braille  Music  Notation  and  Publication  of 
Music  Literature  for  the  Blind 

Moscow,  USSR 

1963  5th  European  Technical  Conference 
Trieste,  Italy 

1984  I nt ernfi tionnl  Conference  on  Tactile  Representa- 
tion's for  the  Blind 
Berlin,  GDR 

19C4  International  Conference  on  Education  of  the 
Visually  Handicapped 
Paris,  France 
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Most  of  the  conferences  achieved  a  high  level  and  provided  a 
forum  for  a  useful  exchange  of  experiences  and  new  ideas  .  The 
large  number  of  events  was  made  possible  thanks  to  the  generous 
hospitality  of  the  hosting  organisations. 

Cooperation  with  the  developing  countries 

Activities  supporting  the  developing  countries  were  mainly  realized 
on  a  bilateral  basis  .  In  this  connection  the  seminars  organized  by 
the  Swedish  Federation  of  the  blind  in  Singapore,  Nairobi  and 
Sao  Paulo  should  be  specially  mentioned. 

The  ERG  as  an  international  Organization  give  financial  support 
for  the  organization  of  a  meeting  of  the  African  Regional 
Committee  in  Mali  ,  December  1983. 

ERC  Publications  : 

The  "Review  of  the  European  Blind"  has  now  almost  finished  its 
twelfth  year  of  existence  and  has  become  a  well-known  journal 
not  only  in  the  European  countries  .  Some  issues  are  devoted  to 
special  problems  or  give  a  survey  of  the  contents  of  conference. 

The  journal  will  be  continued  by  the  secretariat  of  the  EBU. 

In  1981  the  ERC  Secretariat  published  the  brochure  "  The  Blind 
at  Work  "  in  four  languages  .  This  brochure  has  found  general 
approval  and  was  especially  will  accepted  in  the  developing 
countries. 

Awards 

For  outstanding  merit  in  the  work  for  the  blind  the  Louis  Braille 
Medal  was  presented  in  1981  to  : 

Mr.  Svend  Jensen  -  Denmark. 

Dr.  Helmut  Pielasch  -  GDR 

Mr.  Pierre  Schneider-Manoury  -  France 

Prof.  Tibor  Vas  -  Hungary. 

in  1984  to  : 
Dr.  Jan  Drtina  -  GSR. 

Mr.  Arne  Husveg  -  Norway. 

Mr.  Tom  Parker  -  uk. 

Dr.  Franz  Sonntag  -  FRG 

Mr.  Serge  Guillemet  -  France. 


As  already  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  the  report,   the  E.7C  was 
dissolved     in       A.ujust  this  year  and  the  European  Blind  Union -Was 
founded.  The  Union  is  ready  to  take  over  the  tasks  of   the  European 
committees,   that  Means  of   the  E.1C  and  the  EAC ,   in  relation  to  the 
both  world  organisations  os  long  as   they  continue }qx±s t. 

Cut  I  do  not  wish  to   finish  this  report  without  expressing  ray 
strong  desire  that  the  world  organisations  should  recognise  that 
blind  people  in  all  regions   long  for  unity,   that   the  tine  is  ripe 
for   founding  a  united  world  organisation  of  the  blind, 


the  ..'orld  Blind  Union. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LATIN  AMERICAN  AND  CARIBBEAN  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE 
by  Hernando  Pradilla  Cobos,  Chairman 
Distinguished  colleagues.      During  the  quinquennium  197,9  -  198A  the 
Latin  American  and  Caribbean  Affairs  Committee  has  confronted  many  difficult 
situations  due  mainly  to  the  economic  crisis  and  political  situations  faced 
by  a  number  of  countries  within  the  region.      Many  countries  who  have  been 
members  of  WCWB  have  not  continued  to  pay  their  fees  and  have  been  excluded,  or 
are  about  to  be  excluded  from  membership.      Currently,  only  a  few  countries 
retain  active  membership  in  WCWB  despite  the  existence  of  a  WCWB  fund  that 
is  available  to  assist  those  in  extreme  financial  need. 

During  the  WCWB  Executive  Committee  Meeting  in  Gothenburg,  the  region 
obtained  grants  for  equipment  for  a  number  of  member  countries  from  UNESCO 
and  WCWB  donor  funds. 

In  1982,  a  special  seminar  was  organized  by  the  Colombian  Pedagogical  Univers 
on  Employment  of  the  Visually  Handicapped.      The  seminar  was  sponsored  by  ILO,  WCWB 
FLCB  and  the  university.      Ten  prospective  employment  officials  for  the 
blind  attended  from  Peru,  Venezuela  and  Colombia.      This  seminar  was 
conducted  by  Miss  Ivete  De  Masi,  Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla  Cobos  and  other  experts 
from  related  areas. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  Affairs 
Committee  during  the  quinquennium  has  been  the  attempt  to  integrate 
the  efforts  of  WCWB  with  that  of  OLAP,  CPPC,  IFD,  and  the  regional 
presidents  of  ICEVH,  IBSA,  IAPB.      Such  action  has  significantly  contributed 
to  the  "Document  of  Intention",  signed  in  Guatemala  City  in  October  1983, 
as  well  as  the  subsequent  declaration  subscribed  to  in  Sao  Paulo  in  June  1984 
during  the  seminar  on  "Progress  through  Joint  Effort",  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mrs.  Elisa  Molina  de  Stahl ,  President  of  OLAP,  for  confirmation. 
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Baaed  on  the  conversation  I  had  with  Hiaa  Suaana  E.  Crespo    Be  ■ 
ICEVH,  ahe  aiao  aign  the  Sao  Paulo  deration.      lt  JT  PreSldent> 

*•  -ilio  Pedreane;,  President  of  ^  ^       "  "  «~«  - 

D       .  '  MrS-  Dorlna  de  Gouvea  Nowill 

President  of  WCWB,  Mr.  ^  Q 

anrt  El^salde,  member  of  IFfl  Executlve  Co 

and  myself,  Chairman    of  the  Latin  a  ■ 

Mrs    Elan      P  ^                 and  C"^bean  Affairs  Commlttee. 

Mrs.  Blanca  Estela  de  Gami«  c 

secretary  cenerai  of  OLAP,  participated  in  the 

dlal°gUe         aPPr°-d         -ferendumVits  President. 

According  to  the  agreement    thQ  d 

th|  the  Bo^ds  of  Directors  and  the 

Executive  Committees  of/organization 

/organizations  mentioned  above  will  mPPf 

Latin  America  or  the  Caribbean  in  th  "  *" 

*°  °Utline  d"ails  for  the 

integration  into  one  single  entity  at  the  CPPC 

On  behalf  of  the  Latin  American  and  Carlbbean  Affairs  Committee  1 

express  my  deep  appreciation  a 

v  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  all 

to  all  those  persons  and 

organizations  who  have  cooperated    na„,  •  - 

w    .   a  Perat6d'  ?art^Pated  and  contributed  to  our 

work  during  the  past  five  years 


REPORT  OP  THE  MIDDLE  EAST  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  BLIND 
By  Sheikh  Abdullah  M.  Al-Ghanim,  Chairman. 

PRELUDE  : 

Since  its  creation,  almost  ten  years  ago,  the  Middle  East  Committee 
for  the  Affairs  of  the  Blind  has  made  great  strides  forward  and 
accomplished  a  lot  of  achievements  beyond  what  was  expected  at  the 
moment  we  thought  of  the  establishment  of  this  committee,  due  to 
the  fruitful  cooperation,  faithful  devotion  and  ceaseless  support 
rendered  by  the  Committee's  member  states,  especially  by  the  Kingdom 
of  Saudi  Arabia,  United  Arab  Emirates,  Qatar,  Kuwait  and  Bahrain.  All 
have  jointly  contributed  the  budgetary  resources  of  the  Regional  Bureau 
of  the  Middle  East  Committee. 

Henceforth,  we  have  been  shouldered  with  an  enormous  responsibility 
but  still  we  have  to  assume  such  responsibility,  with  all  our 
determination  and  tirelessness  .  We  have  not  been,  of  course,  capable 
of  satisfying  the  needs  of  nearly  seven  million  blind  persons  in  our 
region  and  the  requirements  of  almost  forty-two  million  blind  people 
all  over  the  world  .  However,  we  have  to  exert  all  possible  efforts 
to  minimize  the  sufferings  of  those  living  in  total  darkness  ,  who  are 
always  in  need  of  the  services  rendered  by  our  organization  and 
similar  organizations  for/of  the  blind  everywhere.  The  magnitude  of 
a  problem  with  such  dimensions  can  be  genuibely  perceived  by  our 
fellow  workers  in  the  same  field. 

In  this  report,  I  shall  briefly  acquaint  you  with  our  modest  accomp- 
lishments during  the  five  years  which  have  elapsed  since  our  meeting 
in  Antwerp-Belgium  1979  .  I  have  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  this 
universal  congregation,  attended  by  selected  numbers  of  peoples 
interested  in  the  visually  handicapped  issues,  to  reiterate  the 
convenant  we  have  undertaken  on  the  establishment  of  our  committee, 
i«e.  to  ever  keep  and  promote  the  existing  relations  between  us  and 
all  organizations,  associations  and  societies  at  global,  regional 
and  national  levels  ,  in  so  far  as  such  organizations,  associations 
and  societies  work  out  the  common  objectives  to  meet  us  on  the  same 
grounds  of  unlimited  cooperation,  good  terms,  concerted  efforts, 
and  mutual  experiences,  emanating  from  the  common  goals  for  which  we 
dedicate  all  our  capabilities  and  resources  to  make  the  visually 
handicapped  and  resources  to  make  the  visually  handicapped  as  happy 
as  we  can. 
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THE  M.E.C.  REGIONAL  BUREAU'S  ACTIVITIES  IN  THE  INTERNATIONAL  ATTT) 
REGIONAL  MEETINGS  AND  CONFERENCES  :  '  ~ 

During  the  last  five  years,  the  Middle  East  Committee  represented 
in  its  Regional  Bureau  performed  substantial  activities  to  this 
effect,  either  by  preparation  of  or  participation  in  various 
conference  and  meetings  which  created  close  relations  between  the 
Committee  and  more  than  twenty  one  organizations  and  associations 
everywhere  in  the  world  ;  the  most  prominent  occasions  in  this 
respect  are  : 

1#      The  Fifth  General  Conference  of  the  Middle  East  Committee  for 
the  Affairs  of  the  Blind  ; 

-  On  25th  November,  1981  ,  the  M.E.C.  Fifth  General  Conference 
was  held  in  Al-Sharja  U.A.E.  Apart  from  the  preparatory 
groups  working  in  technical  and  administrative  committees, 
eighty  four  delegates  participated  in  this  conference  , 
representing  the  countries  ,  organizations  and  agencies 
which  attended  the  conference. 

-  Representatives  from  seventeen  countries  participated  in  the 
meeting  (11  member  states  and  6  states  as  observers). 

-  Ten  international,  regional  and  national  organizations  and 
societies  also  took  part  in  the  conference  sessions. 

-  Nine  research  papers  were  presented  and  discusssed  in  the 
conference's  sessions. 

-  In  conduction  with  the  conference  meetings,  an  Exhibition  of 
the  most  up-to-date  devices  and  technological  innovations  for 
blind  persons  was  held,  and  four  industrial  specialist 
companies  from  Asia,  Europe  and  America  paticipated  therein. 

-  In  the  wake  of  research  presentation  and  discussions  the 
conference  issued  seventeen  recommendations  as  follows  : 
The  Regional  Bureau  of  the  M.E.  Committee  is  fully  aware  of 
the  size  of  this  problem  and  is  doing  its  utmost  to  overcome 
it.  This  task  would  never  have  been  accomplished,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  generous  contributions  of  the  five  member  states 
namely,  the  U.A.E. ,  Bahrain,  Saudi  Arabia,  Qatar  and  Kuwait 
which  fund  the  Bureau. 

The  participants  highly  appreciate  this  support  and  hope  for 
continuation  of  such  services  for  the  welfare  of  humanity 

A  o 
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Starting  from  this  premise  the  participants  have  adopted  ±h&~. 
following  resolutions  : 

1.  Telgrams  of  thanks  shall  "be  sent  to  the  following  ; 

a.  H.H.  Sheikh  Zayed  Bin  Sultan  Al-Nhayan. 
President  of  the  U. A.E. 

b.  H.H.  Sheikh  Rashid  Bin  Said  ^1-Maktum. 
Vice-President  of  the         E. ,  Rulei  of  Dubai. 

Co  H.H.  Sheikh  Sultan  Bin  Mohammad  Al-Qassimio 

Member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  Ruler  of  Sharjaho 

do  H.E.  Said  Bin  Salman,  Minister  of  Education  and  Youth, 
for  their  hosting  of  the  conference  and  the  efforts  made 
for  the  success  of  the  conference . 

The  conference  also  expresses  its  gratitude  to  all  the  members 
of  the  committees  who  took  part  in  the  preparation  and 
organization  of  this  conference. 

2.  Social  legislations  ensuring  rehabilitation,  employment  and  care 
for  the  blind  in  the  Region  shall  be  passed  in  coordination  with 
the  Committee's  Bureau. 

3.  Joint  coordination  and  cooperation  between  the  institutions 
public  or  private  operating  in  this  field,   shall  take  place  in 
order  to  avoid  duality  and  to  introduce  well  planned  and  more 
effective  programmes  for  the  welfare  of  the  visually  handicapped. 

4.  The  existing    projects  designed  for  the  visually  handicapped  in 
the  Region  shall  be  assessed,  developed  and  supported  financially 
and  technically  by  the  Governments  and  institutions. 

5.  Teacher  training  programmes  for  specialized  teachers  shall  be 
organized  in  order  to  prepare  qualified  personnel;  provided  that 
they  be  trained  to  work  on  up-to-date  technology  for  the  visually 
handicapped . 

6.  A  permanent  professional  committee  of  experts  within  the  Regional 
Bureau  shall  be  set  up  to  study  all  professional  and  technological 
matters  relating  to  the  visually  handicapped  and  to  propose  plans 
which  aim  at  improving  the  conditions  of  the  blind. 

7.  Ophthalmologists  shall  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  Middle 
East  Committee  Conference  on  the  blind  and  other  similar 
conferences  so  as  to  provide  medical  and  technological  help.  This 
would  ensure  the  rendering  of  integrated  services  for  the 
visually  handicapped.  /\\* 


8.  Ministries  of  Health  in  the  Arab  area  shall  take  special  measures 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  thus  ©penning  local  and  regional 
centres  for  such  purposes. 

9.  Arab  universities  shall  be  approached  to  start  special  education 
departments  within  their  Colleges  of  Education  to  train  specialised 
and  technical  personnel  working  for  the  visually  handicapped  .  The 
Bureau  shall  prepare  the  studies  required  for  such  purposes . 

-10.  Field  surveys  shall  be  conducted  to  diagnose  the  casuses  of  vision 
impairment  in  the  Middle  East  in  cooperation  with  the  authorities 
concerned. 

11.  International  expertise  shall  be  made  use  of  and  utilized  for  the 
development  of  blind  rehabilitation  techniques  in  ways  appropriate 
to  the  needs  of  each  Arab  Country.  Careful  selection  of  experts 
must  be  made  prior  to  inviting  them. 

12.  Integration  of  the  visually  handicapped  shall  be  aoplied  when 
possible.  Classes  for  the  low-visioned  shall  be  started  in 
regular  schools  provided  that  it  is  done  in  accordance  with  the 
resources  and  experience  of  each  individual  country. 

1J.  The  Fifth  Conference  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  and 

gratitude  for  the  organization  of  Youth  Camps  for  the  blind  by  the 
Regional  Bureau;  and  is  called  upon  to  continue  with  organizing 
such  camps  to  be  held  each  year  in  one  of  the  Arab  Countries 
provided  that  it  does  not  interfere  with  academic  school  terms. 

14.  Modern  Mathematics  syllabi  for  the  blind  in  the  Arab  Countries 
shall  be  unified  and  teaching  methods  shall  be  developed  and  made 
simple  when  using  modern  techniques.  Braille  in  Arabic  shall  also 
be  unified  and  the  Bureau  shall  conduct  studies  required  for  this 
purpose . 

15.  Due  to,  existence  of  numerous  ministries  and  institutions  which 
can  contribute  to  the  preparation  of  an  integrated  program  for 
the  prevention  of  handicap,  the  Conference  recommends  the 
setting  up  of  a  ministerial  committee  for  the  co-ordination 
between  these  institutions  and  preparation  of  a  comprehensive 
program  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 


5 

16.  As  the  next  year  (1982)  will  he  declared  the  international 
year  of  the  aged,  the  Conference  recommends  that  the  Regional 
Bureau  of  the  Middle  East  Committee  for  the  Affairs  of  the 
Blind  will  within  its  capabilities  study  the  situation  of  the 
aged  blind  people  in  the  Middle  East  region,  with  a  view  to 
ensure  their  welfare  and  develop  the  programs  necessary  for  them, 

17.  The  Conference  recommends  the  necessity  for  establishing 
nursery  schools  for  the  blind  children  so  as  the  ensure  the 
facilities  of  early  care  for  them  and  prepare  them  for  a  sound 
school  life. 

The  Third  International  Conference  on  Deaf -Blindness  : 

On  5th  November,  198$  the  Third  International  Conference  on 

Deaf -Blindness  was  hosted  in  Manamh  -  Bahrain,  by  the  Regional 

Bureau  of  the  Middle  East  Committee  for  the  Blind  in 

collaboration  with  the  Government  of  Bahrain  .  The  main  theme 

of  this  conference  was  "SCIENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY  » 

The  research  papers  presented  in  the  conference  sessions  dealt 

with  the  deaf -blindness  problem  in  all  its  aspects. 

H.H.  Sheikh  Isa  Bin  Salman  Al-Khalifa  ,  the  Amir  of  Bahrain 

State  inaugurated  the  conference  and  gave  the  opening  speech  . 

The  opening  ceremony  was  also  attended  by  H.R.H.  Prince  Talal 
Bin  Abdul-Aziz  Al-Saud,  the  U.N.I.C.E.F.  Special  Envoy  and  the 
A.G.F.U.N.D.  President,  who  kindly  delivered  the  Keynote  Speech 

Apart  from  the  preparatory  groups  working  in  the  technical 
and  administrative  committees,  one  hundred  and  three  delegates 
participated  in  this  conference,  representing  the  countries, 
organizations  and  agencies  which  attended  the  conference. 
Representatives  from  thirty  countries  participated  in  the 
meeting. 

Fifteen  Research  papers  were  presented  and  discussed  in  the 
conference  by  specialized  experts. 

In  conjunction  with  the  conference  an  Exhibition  of  the  latest 
scientific  innovations  and  electronic  devices  for  the  deaf -blind 
people  was  held  by  six  specialist  institutions  and  manufacturers. 
Before  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session,  the  conference  issued 
thirteen  recommendations,  stemming  from  the  findings  of  research 
presentation  and  discussions. 
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3.      The  International  Occasions  : 

-  In  1980  the  M.E.C.  Regional  Bureau  for  the  Blind  participated 
in  the  International  Year  of  the  Child  celebrated  by  the 
United  Nations  Organization  .  We  launched  comprehensive 
awareness  campaigns,  and  highlighted  this  occasion  by  all 
informative  means  and  paid  due  attention  to  this  occasion 

by  advocating  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  control  of  bl 
blinding  diseases  among  children  in  all  aspects. 

-  In  15  October,  1980  we  celebrated  the  White  Cane  Day,  having 
been  called  for  by  the  W.C.W.B.  Honorary  Officers  in  their 
meeting  February,  1980  .  We  did  our  best  to  propagate  this 
occasion  and  appealed  to  all  concerned  people  and  organiza- 
tions to  avail  of  such  device  .  Through  information  means 

we  managed  to  explain  the  importance  of  the  White  Cane  and 
further  instructed  its  users  as  well  as  the  public  for 
ensuring  safe  mobility  for  blind  persons. 

-  In  1981  we  took  part  in  the  celebrations  of  the  International 
Year  of  Disabled  Persons  (I.Y.D.P.)  under  the  auspices  of 
the  United  Nations  Organization  .  It  was  a  seizable  occasion 
for  us  to  set  forth  all  the  issues  concerning  the  handicapped 
at  large,  with  a  view  to  considering  their  problems  through 
frequent  seminars,  newsletters,  posters,  booklets,  guidance 
signs  and  social  events,  for  further  public  awareness  of  the 

humanitarian  and  social  aspects  of  handicaps  with  particular 
emphasis  on  eye  hygiene.. 

4'      The  Conference  .  Meetings  and  Seminars  : 

During  the  period  from  1980  to  1984  ,  the  M.E.C.  Regional  Bureau 
participated  in  twenty-one  conferences  and  meetings  at  the 
regional  and  universal  scales  .  These  conferences  and  meetings 
were  chronologically  held  as  follows  : 
During  the  Year  1980, : 

1.  Helen  Keller  Conference  on  deaf  blindness. 
Hanover,  W.  Germany,  -  22.7.1980. 

2.  The  International  Conference  on  Rehabilitation  and 
Integration  of  Visually  handicapped. 

Tunis  -  6.9.1980. 

3.  The  Seventh  Congress  on  Eye  Medicine. 
Tunis  -  26.10.1980. 
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During  the  Year  1981  : 

1.  Meeting  of  the  Secretariat  General  of  Arab  Gulf, 
States  of  Health, 

Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia    -  16.3.1981. 

2.  Conference  of  Mayors  of  World's  Big  Cities  (On  the 
occasion  of  the  IYOD). 

Milano  -  Italy    -  13.4.1981. 

3.  The  Regional  Conference  on  Handicapped. 
Kuwait    -  1.4.1981. 

4.  The  International  Congress  on  Rehabilitation  and 
Intergation  of  the  Multi-Handicapped  Blind  Adults 
and  Children. 

Badberleburg,    W.  Germany  -  21.9.1981. 

5.  Conference  on  Social  Intergration  of  Blind  People 
with  Relevance  to  Youth,  Women  and  Old-Aged  People. 
Cantania  -  Sicily  -  Italy  -  11.10.1981. 

During  the  Year  198?  : 

1.  The  E.A.C.  Third  General  Assembly. 
(I.F.B.  Europe  Area  Committee). 
London  -  25  May. 

2.  The  I.Y.D.P.  ,  Advisory  Committee. 
Vienna  ,  Austria  -  5  July. 

3.  The  I.Y.D.P.  ,  U.N.  Interagency  Meeting. 
Vienna,  Austria  -  15  July, 

4.  The  I.C.E.V.H.  Seventh  Quinquennial  Conference. 
Nairobi  ,  Kenya  -  1  August. 

5.  The  U.N.  General  Assembly  (Discussion  of  the  I.Y.D.P. 
Recommendations ) . 

Washington  -15-23  October. 

6.  I.A.P.B.  Second  General  Assembly. 
Washington  -  24  October, 

During  the  Year  1983  : 

1.  Meeting  of  the  W.C.W.B.  Committee  on  Cultural  Affairs 
Sao  Paulo,  Brazil  -  17  Feb. 

2.  I.C.E.V.H.  Resources  Committee  Meeting. 
London  -  26  May. 

3.  The  Fifth  European  Technical  Conference. 
Trieste,  Italy  -  24  June. 
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4-.  I.C.E.V.H.  Executive  Committee  Meeting. 
London  -  26  Sept. 

5.  The  10th  Anniversary  of  (AMPS A) 
Mali  Association  for  the  Blind. 

6.  The  Asian  Conference  on  Visual  Handicap. 
Singapore  -  4-  Dec. 

Educational,  Rehabilitative  and  Social  Achievements: 

*U      Scouting  Camps  for  the  Blind  : 

In  April  1980,  and  in  collaboration  with  the  constituted 
and  concerned  authorities  in  Bahrain,  we  arranged  the 
First  Afro-Arab  Scouting  Camp  for  Blind  Youth,  which 
comprised  150  participants,  representing  17  Middle 
Eastern  and  African  countries  and  took  place  during  the 
period  12  -  18,  of  the  said  month. 

In  June  1981,  and  in  collaboration  with  the  governmental 
authorities  in  Algeria,  the  Second  Afro-Arab  Scouting 
Camp  for  Blind  Youth  was  arranged  and  attended  by  219 
participants  representing  20  countries  from  Africa  and 
the  Middle  East.  It  was  held  from  4-  to  13  of  the  above- 
mentioned  month. 

In  July,  1983,  and  in  collaboration  with  the  Moroccan 
authorities  concerned,  the  Third  Afro-Arab  Scouting  Camp 
for  Blind  Youth  was  set  up  and  participated  in  by  200 
persons,  representing  26  countries  from  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East  region  .  This  camp  lasted  ten  day  22-31  July. 
Following  the  great  success  achieved  by  those  three 
scouring  camps,  the  Fourth  Camp  has  been  already  arranged 
for  in  collaboration  with  the  Tunisian  Union  for  the  Blind, 
to  take  place  in  July,  1984. 

It  is  expected  to  last  around  10  days  and  to  accommodate 
over  two  hundred  blind  youths  representing  more  than  25 
countries  from  both  Africa  and  the  Middle  East. 
2»      Training  Courses  for  the  Blind  : 

With  the  start  of  the  academic  year  1979  -  1980  we  began 
to  conduct  a  series  of  training  courses  on  mobility  and 
orientation  with  a  view  to  training  the  blind  and  help 
them  practice  more  efficiently  in  everyday  skills.  Since 
that  time,  and  for  three  years,  we  have  successively 
held  training  courses  in  Bahrain  ,  Jordan  and  Saudi  Arabia. 
The  beneficiaries  were  (48)  male  and  female  instructors 


in  addition  to  some  administrators  and  supervisors  of  blind 
students. 

During  the  same  academic  year  1979  -  1980  we  have  for  the 
first  time  conducted  an  experience  of  integrating  the  "blind 
graduates  from  intermediate  schools  into  Al-Nour  Institute 
in  Bahrain  .  Others  were  in  cooperation  with  the  Ministry 
of  Education  admitted  to  the  ordinary  secondary  schools  of 
the  sighted,  to  proceed  with  their  higher  studies  .  This 
experience  has  proved  successful  in  so  far  as  it  has 
produced  no  negative  impacts  on  the  progress  and  standard 
of  the  students  educationally  and  socialogically . 
In  June  1980  we  "began  to  arrange  successively  for  five 
training  courses  in  Bahrain  for  the  people  who  are 
physically  and  educationally  qualified  to  train  on  the 
telephone  exchange  systems  to  learn  how  to  operate  the 
ordinary  and  automatic  telephone  switchboard  .  Each  course 
lasted  for  six  months  and  accommodated  a  number  of  trainees 
ranging  between  15  to  25  .  The  number  of  graduates  who  have 
successfully  completed  such  courses  amounted  to  (87)  blind 
persons,  all  of  them  have  been  employed  in  governmental 
departments  or  national  companies  adjacent  to  their  place  of 
residence  in  their  countries. 

In  October,  1982  ,  we  launched  the  computerized  Braille 
Production  unit  in  our  Braille  Press  ,  to  meet  the  increasing 
demand  for  Braille  transcriptions  .  At  the  moment  we  are 
concentrating    on  school  text  books  and  cultural  periodical 
publications  .  So  far  we  have  transcribe  above  30,000  Braille 
pages  of  the  text  books  studied  in  the  schools  of  Bahrain 
state,  the  United  Arab  Emirates  and  the  Yemen  Arab  Republic, 
in  addition  to  10,000  Braille  pages  comprising  tables  of 
research  papers  and  studies  as  well  as  a  telephone  directory. 
Moreover,  Al-Pajr  monthly  magazine  (THE  DAWN)  is  being 
regularly  issued  in  sixty  Braille  pages  .  Various  statistics 
have  also  been  prepared,  programmed  and  produced,  including 
the  General  Directory  we  issued  about  the  institutions, 
voluntary  societies  and  governmental  organizations  working 
in  the  service  and  for  the  welfare  of  all  categories  of  the 
disabled  persons  in  the  Arab  Countries. 
We  have  also  set  out  to  prepare  the  means  required  for 
introducing  the  computerized  data  centre  for  the  techniques 
the  blind  people  can  use. 
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-  In  January,  1984  we  have  participated  in  the  Seventh  National 
conference  on  Computers  held  in  Riyadh  ,  with  comprehensive 
research  presentation  about  our  experience  in  the  usage  of 
computerized  systems  in  the  service  of  the  blind  .  It  was 
the  first  time  to  discuss  modern  techniques  for  the  blind 

in  such  a  conference. 

Further  Achievements  : 

-  By  the  end  of  last  year  we  have  started  the  execution  of  the 
new  headquarters  of  the  M.E.O.  Regional  Bureau  .  This  project 
will  be  finalized  and  operationable  by  the  first  quarter 
next  year  (1985).  The  land  area  for  the  project  (Sq.  M.  7000) 
located  in  the  Diplomatic  area  in  Riyadh  has  been  granted  by 
the  Saudi  Government  which  bears  50%  of  the  project  costs 
estimated  at  US$  5,000,000.-  (Five  Million  U.S. Dollars)  .  The 
building  will  comprise  three  storeys  with  a  total  surface 
area  exceeding  Sq.  M.  6000.     It  was  designed  in  the  latest 
fashion  in  compliance  with  the  purpose  and  entity  of  the 
Regional  Bureau  as  an  independent  organization,  with 
humanitarian  role  to  play  worldwide. 

-  Since  1980  till  1983  ,  scholarship  subventions  and  financial 
assistance  together  with  assistance  in  kind  totalling 

USS  600,000.-  (Six  Hundred  Thousand  U.S.Dollars)  were  offered 
by  the  Regional  Bureau  itself  or  due  to  its  good  offices  by 
the  Saudi  Government  ,  to  a  number  of  organizations, 
societies  and  needy  individuals  in  various  countries  ,  of  the 
settlement  of  tuitions,  the  completion  of  some  enterprises  or 
the  development  of  educational  and  rehabilitative  urograms. 
In  1980,  the  Sudan  Democratic  Republic  formally  joined  the 
Middle  East  Committee,  as  per  the  cabinet  Resolution  No 
AMW/1/A/5A  dated  17. 12.1980  .  Since  that  date  ,  Sudan  has 
attained  full  membership  in  the  committee. 
In  June  1983,  the  Iraq  Republic  formally  joined  the  Middle 
East  Committee,  as  per  the  Presidential  Decree  issued  by 
the  Revolutionary  Council  Chairman  No.  52  dated  1.6.1983 
circulated  by  the  official  gazette  .  Since  then  Iraq  has' 
attained  full  membership  in  the  committee. 

Thus  ,  the  member  states  of  the  Middle  East  Committee 
amounted  to  14  countries  with  the  exception  of  Turkey, 
Iran  and  Afghanistan. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NORTH  AMERICAN  AND  OCEANIAN  AFFAIRS 
by  Mr.  John  W.  Wilson,  Chairman 


Personal 

During  the  quinquennium,  we  deeply  regretted  losing  from  both 
the  Regional  Committee  and  Work  for  the  Blind,  the  services 
of  Mr.  Robert  Mercer,  Executive  Director,  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Eugene  Apple,  Executive  Director, 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  Mr.  Khalil  Sheik, 
Director,  Fiji  Society  for  theBlind.     We  were  also  saddened 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Harold  Roberts,  Director,   Helen  Keller 
International.     All  were  present  at  the  last  General  Assembly. 

We  welcomed  as  their  replacements  Mr.  Euclid  J.  Herie, 
Executive  Director,  CNIB,  and  head  of  the  Canadian  delegation, 
Mr.  W.    (Bill)  Gallagher,  Executive  Director,  AFB,  and  head  of 
the  American  delegation,  Mr.  John  Costello,  Executive 
Director,  HKI  and  Mr.  Sachida  Reddy,  President  of  the  Fiji 
Society  for  the  Blind.     Mr.  Gallagher  was  elected  Vice-  ■ 
Chairman  of  the  Regional  Committee. 

Despite  the  large  distances  separating  countries  in  the  Region, 
regular  contact  has  been  maintained  through  committee  meetings 
and  personal  visits.     Meetings  were  held  in  Fijj^  Toronto, 
New  York,  Melbourne  and  Singapore. 

In  addition  to  the  consideration  of  regional  matters,  much  time 
has,  of  necessity,  been  given  to  discussion  of  World  Council 
affairs. 
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2.  Services 

Two  major  trends  have  been  observable  in  the  past  five  years: 

(a)  The  tightening  of  government  funding  available  for  services 
.as  a  result  of  adverse  economic  circumstances. 

This  has  tended  to  delay  introduction  of  new  programs 
and  slowed  the  growth  of  others.     A  positive  result  has  been 
a  review  and  reappraisal  of  existing  service  programs  and 
the  introduction  of  more  cost  effective  methods  of  delivery. 

(b)  Governments  have  been  active  in  promoting  general  services 
at  the  expense  of  specialised  services  for  disabled  groups  .s 

On  occasions,  efforts  have  been  made  to  take  away  or  reduce 
benefits  laboriously  won  by  blind  people  over  many  years. 

The  Region  holds  firmly  to  the  view  that  specialised  services 
are  required  by  blind  people  in  a  number  of  areas.  The 
efforts  of  governments  and  other  disabled  groups  should  be 
directed  to  raising  the  level  of  benefit  available  to  the 
disabled  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  blind  and  not  reducing 
benefits  to  the  blind  to  a  lower  level. 

Reasonable  success  has  attended  efforts  in  defence  of  the 
blind  position.     In  this  regard,  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
effectiveness  of  advocacy  at  national  capitals,  particularly 
by  blind  people. 

(c)  Our  National  and  International  members  have  given  notable 
assistance  with  finance  and  personnel  to  agencies  providing 
services  in  the  Pacific,  Caribbean  and  Asia.     The  main 
thrust  of  the  efforts  have  been  primary  health  care, 
education,  rehabilitation  and  employment.     The  governments 
of  the  major  nations  in  the  Region  have  given  substantial 
financial  support.  ;. 

Projects  were  frequently  carried  out  in  cooperation  with  RCSB, 
CBM  and  the  Swedish  Federation. 

3.  Newsletter 

The  Regional  Newsletter  has  been  prepared  regularly  by 
Mr.  Robert  Storey,  Director,   International  Services,  CNIB. 


This  is  circulated  to  all  WCWB  members  and  hopefully  joins 
with  the  Asian  and  European  publications  in  drawing  the 
organisation  together  and  keeping  members  in  contact  with 
each  other. 

Other  Activities 

The  Region  has  been  pleased  to  support  the  World  Council  in 
respect  of  IFLA  and  WIPO  discussions  of  copyright  considerations 
for  braille  and  recorded  materials.     Also  to  provide  input  to 
the  successful  recommendation  on  vocational  rehabilitation  and 
employment  of  disabled  persons  which  was  adopted  as  a 
convention  by  the  ILO.     We  were  pleased  to  be  associated  with 
the  initial  conference  on  English  braille  hosted  by  America, 
to  represent  the  World  Council  at  the  Pacific  Regional  meeting 
of  WHO  and  participate  in  a  number  of  other  international 
meetings. 

Disabled  Games 

Organising  world  games  for  the  disabled  is  a  mammoth  and  very 
costly  enterprise. 

We  pay  tribute  to  our  colleagues  in  the  United  States  who  had 
the  responsibility  for  organising  and  conducting  the  section  for 
the  blind  in  Nassau  County,  New  York,  in  June  1984. 

Location  of  General  Assemblies 

The  WCWB  being  a  non-government,  non-political  organisation, 
the  Region  affirms  its  support  for  the  resolution  of  the 
Executive  Committee  following  the  Antwerp  Assembly.     This  was 
to  the  effect  that  every  endeavour  be  made  to  hold  meetings  in 
countries  where  delegates  of  all  member  countries  would  be 
welcomed. 

.v 

Antwerp  Resolutions 

Attention  has  been  given  to  these  during  the  past  five  years. 
Results  worthy  of  note  are: 

(a)  Cooperation  with  IFB 

Within  the  Region,   sincere  efforts  have  been  made  to  achieve 
a  closer  working  relationship  and  increase  understanding 
between  the  two  world  bodies.     These  have  been  attended  by 
a  good  measure  of  success. 

.../4.. 
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We  regret  the  introduction  at  world  level  of  efforts  other 
than  those  officially  initiated  by  the  two  bodies.  However 
well-meaning  and  intentioned,  these  have  given  rise  to 
,  misunderstanding,  a  feeling  of  instability,  a  very  real 
concern  for  the  future,  have  occupied  precious  time  in 
our  Region  and  involved  us  in  much  work. 

We  look  forward  optimistically  to  the  successful  resolution 
of  outstanding  matters  at  Riyadh. 

(b)  Year  of  the  Disabled 

The  year  was  of  benefit  to  disabled  people.  Public 
awareness  of  their  needs  increased.     They  now  speak  more 
confidently  and  with  a  louder  voice.     Continuing  attention 
is  being  given  to  architectural  barriers  and  access  and 
governments  have  initiated  consultations  with  disabled 
groups . 

(c)  Sport  and  recreation 

There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  blind 
people  participating  in  all  activities  from  quiet  leisure- 
time  pursuits  to  highly  competitive  sports.     New  goals  or 
targets  are  being  set  and  the  sense  of  achievement  is 
spreading  to  other  areas  of  life. 


An  overseas  aid  liaison  committee  has  been  established  with 
excellent  results.     Many  professional  staff  have 
participated  in  short  and  long  term  aid  projects.  Close 
working  relationships  now  exist  between  the  international 
aid  agencies  and  each  country  in  the  Region.  Consultation 
and  cooperation  with  the  International  Agency  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness  continues.     A  gratifying  feature  is 
the  substantial  financial  support  the  respective  national 
governments  are  giving  to  projects  through  their  foreign 
aid  programs . 

The  Region  has  a  quiet  pride  in  its  contribution  to 
developing  countries  during  the  quinquennium. 


(d)   Prevention  of  blindness  and  aid  programs 
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Conclusion 


The  Regional  Committee 

(a)  Compliments  Mrs.  Dorina  Nowill  on  the  splendid  manner  in 

•  which  she  has  carried  out  the  very  heavy  responsibility  of 
President  of  WCWB,  values  greatly  the  happy  relationship 
and  association  the  Region  enjoyed  with  her  and  expresses 
.     ltS  pleasure  at  her  award  of  the  Brazilian  Grand  Cross. 

(b)  Congratulates  Mr.  Suresh  Ahuja  on  his  contribution  to  the 
organisation  of  the  7th  World  Assembly  in  Riyadh  and  his 
positive  approach  to  the  many  difficulties  encountered. 

(O  Thanks  SheiK,  Al-Ghanim  and  the  Government  of  Saudi  Arabia 
.     for  the  most  generous  hospitality  extended  to  delega  es. 

(d)  Places  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  friendship  and 
ever-ready  help  received  from  Mr.  Anders  Arnor  and  staff 
members,  both  in  Paris  and  Stockholm. 

I  thank  my  Regional  colleagues  for  their  loyalty  and  constant 
support.     Their  friendship,  together  with  that  of  co-workers 
in  other  Regions,  has  enriched  and  added  a  further  dimension 
to  my  life. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 
by  Mrs.  Elisa  Molina  de  Stahl,  Chairman 


MAY  1981 

-     .      Z?  ^Y  1981»  ^rin?  the  Executive  Committee  Meeting  of  WCWB  at  Gothenbura 
Sweden    I  was  named  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Social  Development 
following  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Svend  Jensen.  eveiopment 

JUNE  1981  -  MEMBERSHIP  AND  PRIORITIES 

~  *H  Ref  °"al  Committee  Chairmen  received  from  the  new  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  on  Social- Development  a  kit  of  three  documents  containing: 

1#         II!*eJP!!ta^0r  °f  AimS  °f  the  Standi"9  Committee  on  Social  Development 
Committee  ^  thou^ht  necessary  because  of  the  complexity  of  this' 

A  list  of  the  fields  of  action  of  the  Committee,  as  stated  in  WCWB 

A  message  urging  members  to  set  up  a  strong  committee. 

2.         A  questionnaire  requesting  the  appointment  to  the  Committee  of  two 
representatives  from  each  region. 


3. 


A  questionnaire  asking  each  Regional  Chairman  to  list  the  priorities  of 
his  region,  according  to  the  five  fields  of  activity  of  the  Social 
Development  Committee. 


RESULTS 

C^n^TT8  WeM6if  6iVed  fr°m  the  Re9ional  Committees  of:  North  America/ 
Oceania,    Asia,    Middle  East,    Latin  America.      Repeated  requests  brought  no 

If  Z  IT- J    +       Sil  Co™ittees  of  Eur°Pe  and  Africa  and,  with  ^consent 
of  the  President  of  WCWB,  the  work  of  the  Committee  continued  without  the 
participation  of  these  two  regions. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The  Regional  Chairmen  named  representatives  for  each  region,  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Comnittee  on  Social  Development  sent  to  the  President  of  WCWB 
for  approval? 


ASIA 


1.  Mr.  Fred  Leung,  Programme  Promoter 
The  Hong  Kong  Society  for  the  Blind 
33  Granville  Road,  Kowloon 

Hong  Kong 

2.  Miss  Winnie  Ng,  Executive  Director 
Malayan  Association  for  the  Blind 
P.O.  Box  687 

Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia 

MIDDLE  EAST 

1.  Mrs,  Ferzana  Ali  Akbar  Kazaroni.  Principal 
A 1-Noor  Institute  for  the  Blind 
Al-Maharraq  P.O.  Box  22136 

State  of  Bahrain 

2,  Miss  Antoinette  Kazan,  Social  Expert 
National  Council  of  the  Disabled 
P.O.  Box  55086  Sin-Ei-Fil 

Lebanon 

NORTH  AMERICA/OCEANIA 

1.  Mr.  William  Gallagher 
Executive  Director 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y,  10011 
U.S.A. 

2.  Mr.  Maurice  John  Mc kern an 

Villa  Maria  Society  for  the  Blind 
355  Stud  Road,  Wantirna  South  3152 
Victoria,  Australia 

3.  Doctor  Terry  Davidson 

Royal  Victorian  Institute  for  the  Blind 
557  St.  Kilda  Road 
Melbourne  30004,  Australia 

LATIN  AMERICA 

"1.     Mrs.  Blanca  de  Garcia  ■'  - 

Comite"  Nacional  Prociegos  y  Sordomudos 
9a.  calle  3-07,  zona  1 
Guatemala  City,  Guatemala 

2,     Mrs.  Jurema  Lucy  Venturini 

Fundacao  para  o  Livro  do  Cego  no  Brasil 
Rua  Dr.  Diogo  de  Faria  558 
04037  Sdo  Paulo,  Brazil 
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I  respectfully  suggest  that  WCWB  give  serious  consideration  to  the  fact 
that,  although  the  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  regions  are  part  of  the  same 
Regional  Committee  (Latin  American  and  Caribbean  Affairs  Committee),  they 
present  vast  linguistic,  cultural  and  economic  differences.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  assuring  representation  of  Caribbean 
countries  since,  presently,  only  Trinidad  and  Tobago  is  a  member  of  WCWB. 

Fields  of  Activity  according  to  Priority 

Priorities  accorded  by  the  Regional  Chairmen  of  WCWB  to  the  fields  of 
activity  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Social  Development  of  WCWB.      One  is 
the  highest,  five  the  lowest  priority. 


JUNE  1981 


— 

NORTH 

AMERICA/ 
OCEANIA 

ASIA 

MIDDLE  EAST 

LATIN  AMERICA 

AVERAGE 

Social  Security 

5 

1 

3 

4 

3.35 

Community  Planning 

t  1  * 

4 

2 

1 

2.00 

Multiple  Handicapped 
Blind 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2.5 

Aged  Blind 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3.5 

Technological  Research 
and  Development 

4 

5  : 

1 

5 

3.75 

Priorities: 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


Community  Planning' 
Multiple  Handicapped  Blind 
Social  Security 
AgccJ  Blind 

Technological  Research  and  Development 
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February  1982  -  UN  Conference  on  Aging 

Notification  was  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Social  Development 
Committee  of  the  Forum  on  Aging  to  take  place  in  Vienna,  March  29  to  April  2, 
1982,  for  members  of  non-governmental  organizations.      Its  purpose  was  to 
prepare  recommendations  to  be  presented  to  the  United  Nations  Conference  on 
Aging,  in  July  of  the  same  year.      The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Social 
Development,  who  could  not  attend  because  of  conflicting  engagements,  requested 
that  attending  members  should  send  a  report.      None  of  the  members  was  able  to 
attend,  but  Miss  Antoinette  Kazan  of  Lebanon  requested  information  on  the  U.N. 
Conference,  which  was  duly  sent. 

October  1983  -  II  General  Assembly  of  the  Latin  American  Organization  for  the 
"™"  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped  "OLAP" 

135  delegates  from  12  countries  of  the  Latin  American  region,  representa- 
tives of  the  National  Organization  of  the  Blind  of  Spain  and  European  observers 
participated  in  the  II  General  Assembly  of  "OLAP",  in  Guatemala,  from  October  10 
to  14f  1983,  the  theme  of  which  was  "Joint  Action  to  Serve  Better". 

The  Pan  American  Health  Organization  participated  in  all  the  sessions 
through  a  specially  appointed  representative  and  contacts  with  international 
organizations  included  the  United  Nations,  UNESCO,  UNICEF,  the  Organization  of 
American  States.  WHO  and  the  International  Agency  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  (IAPB). 

The  Assembly  voted  for  the  setting  up  of  an  ad-hoc  commission  to  study 
the  necessary  procedures  in  order  to  achieve  our  important  goals  of  UNITY  and 
ACTION.      It  is  composed  of  the  representatives  of:    the  Latin  American  and 
Caribbean  Affairs  Committee  of  WCWB,  Dr.  Hernando  Pradilla  Cobos,  Colombia; 
The  Pan  American  Council  for  the  Blind,  Professor  Atilio  Pedreanez,  Venezuela; 
OLAP  and  IAPB  at  the  regional  level  by  Mrs.  Elisa  Molina  de  Stahl,  Guatemala. 

As  a  result  of  a  general  election  which  took  place  at  this  Assembly, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  OLAP  for  1983-1988  is  composed  of: 

President:  Elisa  Molina  de  Stahl  Guatemala 

Vice-President:  Atilio  Pedreanez  Venezuela 

Secretary  General:  Blanca  de  Garcia  Guatemala 

Treasurer:  Lorenzo  Navarro  Mexico 

January  1984  -  Community  Planning 

Since  Community  Planning  is  our  first  priority,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Social  Development  has  asked  the  Latin  American  Organization  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped,  "OLAP",  to  undertake  a  survey  on  the 
organizations  of  and  for  the  blind  in  Latin  America.      In  addition,  a  survey 
questionnaire  in  English  has  been  sent  to  the  other  oountries  of  WCWB. 

We  feel  that,  as  part  of  Community  Planning,  associations  of  the  blind 
should  be  encouraged  to  establish  definite  goals  and  take  an  increasingly 
active  part  in  their  social  progress. 
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The  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  is  interested  in 
collaborating  in  a  Latin  American  Regional  Leadership  Training  Course  for 
Blind  Leaders  and  the  National  Committee  for  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf  of 
Guatemala  has  offered  to  host  the  event.     Final  arrangements  have  yet  to 
be  made. 

February  1984 

A  letter  was  sent  to  the  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Social 
Development  urging  them  to  formulate  plans  according  to  the  established 
world-wide  priorities. 


B.  REPORTS  OP  THE  W.C.W.B.  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CULTURAL  AFFAIRS 


by  Mr.  Roberto  Kervin,  Chairman 


I  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cultural  Affairs  at  the 
suggestion  of  WCWB  Executive  during  its  meeting  in  Antwerp,  August  10,  1979 
On  February  18,  1980  I  met  the  President,  Mrs.  Dorina  de  GouvSa  Nowill,  and' 
Mr.  Pedro  Zurita  in  order  to  organize  the  Committee. 

Following  the  discussion,  we  convened  a  Cultural  Affairs  Committee 
meeting  in  Venice  from  April  30  to  May  2,  1981  in  order  to  give  the  Committee 
its  final  structure. 

The  Committee  was  constituted  as  follows:    an  Executive  Working  Group, 
which  included  the  Chairman,  Roberto  Kervin;    the  Secretary,  Pedro  Zurita;  Mr. 
Eddie  Venn,  responsible  for  talking  books  and  printed  matter  (later  replaced 
by  Mr.  Duncan  Watson);    Mr.  Bertil  Nilsson,  responsible  for  the  braille  area 
and  Mr.  Enzo  Tioli,  responsible  for  art  and  leisure. 

Other  members  of  the  Committee  are:    WCWB  President,  Dorina  de  Gouvea 
Nowill;    Mrs    Valentina  Feoktistova  (U.S.S.R.)  for  Europe;    Mr.  A. A.  Al-Ajlan 
(Saudi  Arabia)  for  the  Middle  East;    Mr.  Abdourahmane  Soli  (Niger)  for  Africa; 
Mr.  Rajendra  T.  Vyas  (India)  for  the  Far  East;    Mrs.  Jan  Smark  (Australia)  for 
North  America  and  Oceania;    Mr.  Edison  Ribeiro  Lemos  (Brazil)  for  Central  and 
South  America. 

The  Executive  Working  Group  held  a  meeting  in  Courmayeur  (Italy)  on 
July  24  and  25,  1982,  where  the  programme  and  the  agenda  of  the  Plenary 
Session  to  be  held  in  SSo  Paulo,  Brazil,  from  February  17  to  19,  1983, 
were  decided  on. 

The  Executive  Working  Group  met  again  in  Paris  on  April  12,  1983. 
There  they  met  the  UNESCO  official  responsible  for  relations  with  non- 
governmental organizations,  Mr.  Armerding. 

From  October  12  to  15,  1982,  a  meeting  of  experts  on  braille  music 
notation  was  held  in  Moscow  (U.S.S.R.).      Here,  a  sub-committee  chaired  by 
Mr.  Jan  Drtina  (Czechoslovakia )  was  constituted.      Members  of  the  sub- 
committee are:    Mr.  Mayer  Uhma  (F.R.G.);    Mr,  L.  Ciccone  (France); 
Mr.  G.  Vassio  (Italy);    Mr.  Z.  Lara  de  Toledo  (Brazil);    Mr.  F.  Hoare  (U.K.); 
Mr.  G.A.  Smirnov  (U.S.S.R.).      This  Committee  will  meet  from  September  1  to  5. 
1984,  in  Prague. 

A  meeting  of  experts  of  the  sub-committee  on  mathematics  and  science 
took  place  in  Madrid  (Spain)  from  November  23  to  25,  1983;    this  committee  is 
chaired  by' Mr.  Francisco  Rodrigo. 

./. 
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A  Conference  on  Art  for  Blind  People  was  planned  to  be  held  in  May  1984 
in  Rome  but  for  technical  reasons  it  has  been  postponed.      Other  activities 
concern i    the  setting  up  of  committees  on  linguistic  codes,  the  constitution 
of  a  working  group  for  libraries  and  talking  books  and  the  study  of  the 
problem  of  copyright. 

During  past  years  we  studied  the  problem  of  access  to  culture  for 
blind  people.      The  programme  of  future  activities  includes  the  unification 
of  braille  codes  of  different  countries  with  regard  to  mathematics,  music 
and  also  literature?    the  solving  of  copyright  problems  and  the  promotion 
of  access  to  art  and  permanent  education  for  blind  people. 


OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  REHABILITATION,  TRAINING  &  EMPLOYMENT 
by  Capt.  H.J.M.  Desai,  Chairman 


MEMBERS: 

Capt.  H.J.M.  Desai 

Dr.  (Miss)  Claude  Chambet 

Mr.  Ousman  Khafizov 

Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla-Cobos 

Mr.  Tom  J.  Parker 

Mr.  J.  Keith  Holdsworth 

Dr.  Horst  Geissler 

Mr.  Robert  Jaekle 

Mr.  Bertil  Nilsson 

Mr.  Mustapha  Djelloul 

Mr,  Hiroshi  Tsujiuchi 


India  -  Chairman 

France 

U.S.S.R. 

Colombia 

United  Kingdom 

Australia 

Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

U.S.A. 

Sweden 

Algeria 

Japan 


1.  After  the  resignation  in  October  1982  of  Dr.  Horst  Geissler,  the 
Committee  at  its  Trieste  meeting  held  in  June  1983,  co-opted  Mr.  Horst 
stolper  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

2»         Meetings  of  the  Committeo 

(a)  The  Committee  held  its  first  meeting  from  July  16  to  18    1980  in 
Hanover,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany.      The  meeting  was  hosted  by 
Deutscher  Blindenverband. 

(b)  The  second  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  in  Trieste,  Italy  on 
June  28  and  29,  1983.      The  meeting  was  hosted  by  the  Unione 

Ita liana  dei  Ciechi, 

(c)  The  Committee  is  grateful  to  Dr.  Horst  Geissler,  to  Dr.  Roberto 
Kervin  and  to  the  above  two  organizations  for  hosting  the  two 
meetings  and  for  providing  excellent  hospitality. 

(d)  The  first  meeting  ^  Hanover  could  not  be  attended  by  Dr.  Claude 
onambet,  Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla-Cobos  and  Mr.  Mustapha  Dejlloul. 

(e)  The  second  meeting  in  Trieste,  Italy  could  not  be  attended  by 
Mr.  Ousman  Khafizov,  Mr.  Hernando  Pradilla-Cobos,  Mr.  Robert 
Jaekle  and  Mr.  Mustapha  Djelloul. 

(f )  The  International  Labour  Office  was  represented  at  the  first 
meeting  by  Mr.  Karl  Gunther  and  at  the  second  by  Mr.  Willi  Momm. 

(g)  Mrs.  Dorina  de  GouvSa  Nowill,  President  of  WCWB,  Mr.  Wolfgang  Stein 
of  Christoffel  Blindenmission  and  Mr.  Pedro  Zurita  of  Spain 
attended  the  first  meeting  by  invitation. 
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(h)  Professor  Rodolfo  Cattani  attended  the  second  meeting  by 
invitation. 

3»         Liaison  Person  with  the  International  Labour  Office 

Till  his  retirement  from  the  Committee,  Dr.  Horst  Geissler  was  the 
WCWB  Liaison  Person  with  the  ILO.      After  the  Hanover  meeting,  Capt.  H.J.M. 
Desai  was  nominated  by  the  officers  of  WCWB  to  take  over  this  office. 

4.  Decisions  Taken  at  Hanover  and  Trieste  Meetings 
The  meetings,  inter  alia,  approved  the  following: 

(a)  Quinquennial  Plan  of  Action  of  the  Committee. 

(b)  To  extend  the  fullest  support  to  and  promote  long-term  programmes 
formulated  during  the  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons  1981. 

(c)  To  promote  national  and  regional  seminars  to  focus  public  attention 
on  the  problems  of  the  blind. 

(d)  To  promote  staff  training  programmes  during  IYDP  1981  and 
thereafter. 

(e)  Trai  ning  of  rehabilitees  and  staff  training  programmes  were 
organized  in  Bombay  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Association  for 
the  Blind,  India,  and  the  WCWB  Committee  on  Asian  Affairs,  both 
sharing  the  costs.      Staff  training  programmes  for  professional  staff 
of  institutions  of  and  for  the  blind  were  organized  for  training 
instructors  in  rehabilitation,  mobility  and  employment  of  the  blind. 
These  courses  and  observation  tours  were  made  available  to  some  ten 
rehabilitees  and  professionals,  mainly  from  the  Asian  and  African 
regions,  in  addition  to  those  from  India. 

5.  World  White  Cane  Day 

The  Committee  succeeded  in  greatly  popularising  the  annual  holding  of 
World  White  Cane  Day  on  October  15  each  year.      The  objective  is  to  create  a 
healthy  respect  for  the  users  of  the  white  cane,  both  amongst  motorists  and 
the  general  public.  •    The  Committee  emphasized  that  the  World  White  Cane  Day 
was  not  to  be  utilized  for  fund-raising. 

6«         WCWB  Sub-Committee  on  Guide  Dogs  and  Mobility 

(a)  At  the  request  of  the  Honorary  Officers  of  WCWB,  the  Chairman 
nominated  Mr.  J.  Keith  Holdsworth  as  Chairman  of  WCWB  Sub-Committee 
on  Mobility  and  Guide  Dogs.      Mr.  Holdsworth  has  done  an  excellent 
job  in  this  difficult  and  delicate  assignment  and  wo  congratulate 
him. 

(b)  The  Committee  strongly  recommends  that  development  of  mobility 
programmes  be  accorded  the  highest  priority,  especially  in  the 
developing  countries  where  much  yet  remains  to  be  done. 


(c)  Mr.  Holdsworth  was  the  Conference  Convener  of  the  Third 
International  Guide  Dog  Conference  held  in  Vienna,  Austria  on 
November  6  and  7,   1983.      Forty-two  participants  from  12  countries 
took  part  in  the  Conference.      The  Conference  concentrated  on  four 
main  themes,  viz.  Management  of  Guide  Dog  Organizations;  Transport 
and  Travel;    Training  of  Guide  Dogs;    and  Tuition  of  Guide  Dog 
Owners.      The  Conference  was  planned  at  no  cost  to  the  WCWB  and  on 
the  basis  of  registration  fees  meeting  the  costs.     A  Guide  Dog 
Working  Group,  based  in  the  Netherlands,  was  set  up  with  a  view  to 
establishing  guidelines  and  standards  for  guide  dog  schools  and 
improving  training  of  guide  dogs  and  tuition  of  blind  people  in 
the  use  of  guide  dogs.      The  cooperation  of  the  WCWB  Committee  on 
European  Affairs  has  been  sought  in  furthering  these  laudable 
objectives. 

(d)  The  Third  International  Mobility  Conference  was  held  in  Vienna  from 
November  1  to  4,  1983.      At  this  conference,  Mr.  Holdsworth 
presented  an  excellent  paper  on  a  Multipurpose  Mobility  Centre. 

(e)  Copies  of  Mr.  Ho  Id  north's  paper  and  of  his  report  on  the  Third 
International  Guide  Dog  Conference  and  Third  International  Mobility 
Conference  can  be  obtained ,  or.  ro-uest,  from  Mr.  Holdsworth. 

7.  Adaptation  of  Aids  and  Appliances 

Adaptation  pf  existing  aids,  wherever  possible,  was  encouraged. 
Production  of  simple  and  inexpensive  aids  and  appliances  required  for  promoting 
the  training  and  employment  of  the  blind,  especially  in  the  rural  areas  of 
developing  countries  was  encouraged. 

8.  Catalogue  of  Technical  Aids  and  Appliances 

Mr.  Ousman  Khafizov  had  suggested  the  compilation  of  a  comprehensive 
catalogue  of  technical  aids  and  a'pplieances  used  in  the  training  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  blind.      Mr.  Tom  J.  Parker  stated  that  such  a  catalogue 
had  already  been  compiled  by  Dr.  John  Gill  and  Dr.  Leslie  Clark. 

9.  The  International  Labour  Organization  Convention  (159)  and 
Recommendation  (168)  Concerning  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and 
Employment  (Disabled  Persons)  1983._  

(a)  The  President  of  the  WCWB  had  deputed  Capt.  H.J.M.  Desai  to  represent 
the  WCWB  at  the  two  conferences  of  the  ILO  held  in  June  1982  and  in 
June  1983  to  consider  the  adoption  of  an  international  instrument 
supplementing  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  (Disabled)  Recommendation 
1955  (No.  99). 

(b)  The  President  of  the  WCWB  gave  a  pioneering  lead  in  convening  a  meeting 
of  international  organizations  of  and  for  the  disabled  in  Paris  in 
April  1983.      The  representatives  of  the  ILO  were  present  at  this 
meeting.      The  meeting  forcefully  pleaded  for  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  Instrument  as  a  Convention  so  as  to  ensure  its  effective 
implementation,  especially  in  the  developing  countries. 
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(c)  The  June  1983  ILO  General  Assembly  was  pleased  to  accept  the  considered 
opinion  of  the  disabled  to  adopt  the  Instrument  as  a  Convention 
supplemented  by  a  Recommendation. 

(d)  The  Trieste  meeting  held  in  June  1983  resolved  as  under: 

i)  to  motivate  and  urge  voluntary  organizations  of  and  for  the 
disabled,  including  the  blind,  to  give  the  widest  possible 
publicity  to  the  final  decision  of  the  69th  Session  of  the  ILO 
Conference; 

ii)  to  urge  the  National, Delegations,  voluntary  organizations  of  and 
for  the  disabled  and  the  governments  to  energetically  and 
effectively  implement  the  excellent  instruments  of  1955  and  1983; 
and 

iii)  to  request  the  National  Delegations  to  urge  their  Governments  to 
ratify,  at  the  earliest,  the  1983  Convention  and  to  pass 
legislation  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  disabled,  including 
the  blind,  if  not  already  done. 

The  Committee  considers  the  adoption  by  the  ILO  General  Assembly  of  the 
Convention  supplemented  by  a  Recommendation  as  an  historic  decision  which 
would  usher  in  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  of  great  all  round  progress  in  the 
rehabilitation,  training  and  employment  of  the  disabled. 

10.        (a)  1983-1992  -  Decade  of  Disabled  Persons 
(b)  1985  -  International  Youth  Year 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  has  declared  1983-1992  as 
the  Decade' of  Disabled  Persons.      It  has  also  declared  1985  as  International 
Youth  Year. 

The  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  while  discussing  these 
proposals,  showed  his  great  concern  for  disabled  youth  leading  to  the 
following  additional  guidelines: 

-  that,  at  the  national  level,  governments  should  be  encouraged  to  adopt, 
initiate  and/ or  reinforce  policies  and  services  to  ensure  that 
disabled  youth  in  both  rural  and  urban  areas  have  equal  educational 
and  employment  opportunities; 

that  governments  should  carry  out  research  and  studies  in  the  situation 
and  needs  of  disabled  youth; 

-  that  Regional  Commissions  should  encourage  regional  and  sub-regional 
cooperation  in  efforts  to  prevent  disability  and  rehabilitate 
disabled  persons,  with  particular  emphasis  on  disabled  youth;  and 

that  Agencies  and  bodies  of  the  United  Nations  system  should  undertake 
research  to  assist  governments  in  initiating  policies  and  programmes 
for  disabled  youth. 

The  Committee  strongly  urges  all  voluntary  agencies  to  do  their  very 
best  to  promote  long-term  programmes  for  the  blind  and  the  visually  impaired, 
especially  youth,  during  the  Decade  of  Disabled  Persons  1983-1992  and  the 
International  Youth  Year  1985  and  thereafter. 
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11  •       World  Programme  of  Action  Concerning  Disabled  Persons 

+k    rr  •K1SWi"9  thm  rfcommendations  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  IYDP  1981 
the  United  Nations  World  Assembly  adopted,  on  December  3,  1982,  a  comprehensive 
World  Programme  of  Action  Concerning  Disabled  Persons. 

The  Programme  provides  excellent  and  practical  guidelines  for  promoting 
work  in  the  field  of  disability  prevention,  developing  equalization  of 
opportunities,  improving  rehabilitation,  training  and  employment  services  and 
opportunities  for  the  disabled  and  assisting  developing  countries  in  the 
formulation  of  national  policies  and  programmes  in  serving  the  disabled. 

The  Committee  strongly  urges  all  voluntary  agencies  of  and  for  the 
blind  and  all  workers  in  the  field  of  the  rehabilitation  of  the  blind  to  take 
early  and  energetic  steps  to  implement  the  excellent  long  term  UN  World 
Programme  of  Action  Concerning  Disabled  Persons. 

12.  BLINDOC 

The  Committee  congratulates  the  International  Labour  Organization  on  its 
excellent  publication  -  BLINDOC  -  which  has,  hitherto,  published  500  editions. 
Several  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  Willi  Momm  of  the  ILO  to  improve  the  utility  of 
BLINDOC  were  appreciated  and  endorsed  by  the  Committee.      Mr.  Willi  Momm  agreed 
that  BLINDOC  would  prepare  and  periodically  publish  a  glossary  of  rehabilitation 
terms  and  terminology. 

Whereas  members  were  extremely  happy  that  BLINDOC  was  initiated  at  the 
instance  of  this  Committee,  they  pleaded  that  all  organizations  of  and  for  the 
blind  should  take  great  pains  to  sond  information  regularly  to  BLINDOC  on 
their  experiences  in  the  field. 

13.  Reference  Guide  on  Audio-Visual  Materials 

Mr.  Willi  Momm  of  ILO  kindly  agreed  that  BLINDOC  would  soon  be  inviting 
members  to  send  titles  of  all  known  films  on  the  various  aspects  of  blindness 
so  as  to  prepare  a  list  of  films  and  to  keep  the  list  up  to  date. 

14.  Documentation 

(a)  Planning  Employment  Services  for  the  Blind  in  the  Develooing  Countries, 
by  Capt.  H.J.M.  DesaT  !  

The  Committee  has  distributed  over  1,400  copies  of  the  above  book,  free 
of  charge,  mainly  to  the  developing  countries.      The  book  contains  exhaustive 
lists  of  jobs  which  could  be  done  by  the  blind  in  various  avenues  of  employment . 
The  book  provides  valuable  guidelines  to  Placement  Officers  and  to  Committees 
promoting  employment  opportunities , for  the  blind.      Copies  are  mailed  on  request. 

(b)  United  Nations  Concern  for  the  Disabled,  by  Capt.  H.J.M.  Desai 

This  book  incorporates,  inter  alia,  the  World  Programme  of  Action 
Concerning  Disabled  Persons,  the  ILO  Vocational  Rehabilitation  (Disabled) 
Rec  Tmendation,  1955  (No.  99)  and  the  ILO  Convention  and  Recommendation 
Concerning  Vocational  Rehabilitation  and  Employment  (Disabled  Persons)  1983. 
Three  thousand  copies  were  to  be  printed  in  April  1984  by  the  Committee  and 
distributed,  free  of  charge,  particularly  to  the  developing  countries. 
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(c) 


Future  Action  Strategy  and  Evgjuation  in  the  Field  of  Rehabilitation 


The  Committee  strongly  recommends  an  in  depth  study  of  the  two  excellent 
papers  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  Keith  Holdsworth  on  the  above  two  subjects!  9XCellent 

(d)    _  The  Committee  commends  for  study  an  excellent  paper  on  "Some 
Experiences  on  the  Work  of  Cooperatives  of  Blind  Crafts  Persons  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic"  by  Dr.  Helmut  Pielasch,  President  of  the  Association  Tf 
the  Bland  and  Partially  Sighted  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic! 

w6L-  T£G  ^ommittee  also  strongly  recommends  the  study  of  the  book  "Without 
orovJdng,  ^lished  ^  the  CBM'      ^is  excellent  pictorial  presentation 

provides  invaluable  guidelines  to  all  interested  in  the  training  and  r^ 
settlement  of  the  blind  in  rural  areas. 

(f)        Mr.  Willi  Momm  reported  that  ILO  had  produced  a  manual  on  Project 
Evaluation  complementing  another  manual  on  Project  Designing.      Members  are 
advised  to  obtain  these  excellent  documents  which  would  be  beneficial  for 
training  staff  iniproject  designing  and  project  evaluation. 

15.        (a)  The  Committee  provided  guidance  to  several  individuals  and  agencies 
seeking  guidance  in  the  field  of  rehabilitation,  training  and 
employment. 

(b)  The  Committee  did  its  best  to  further  cooperation  between 

organizations  of  and  for  the  blind  in  terms  of  the  WCWB  Antwerp 
Resolution.      Meetings  of  both  the  Committees  were  hosted  by 
organizations  of  the  blind.      Excellent  cooperation  between  members 
and  organizations  of  and  for  the  blind  greatly  helped  the  Committee 
in  promoting  its  work. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  brief  report  that  the  Committee  has  done 
useful  work  during  the  Quinquennium. 

It  is  particularly  happy  with  its  efforts  in  getting  the  ILO  General 
Assembly  to_ adopt  the  proposed  Instrument  as  a  Convention  supplemented  by  a 
Persons)    1983  C°nCerning  Vocati°nal  Rehabilitation  and  Employment  (Disabled 

WD    Jhe  Committee  is  grateful  to  the  President  and  Honorary  Officers  of  the 
Mb,  the  International  Labour  Organization  and  the  Centre  for  Social 
Development  and  Humanitarian  Affairs,  Vienna  for  their  guidance,  involvement 
and  assistance  in  numerous  ways.      The  Chairman  is  grateful  to  all  members  of 
the  Committee  for  their  excellent  cooperation  and  assistance. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


by  Sir  John  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

and 

Honorary  President  of  the  International  Agency  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness 


for  fh    w  ,?  P^vention  of  blindness  programme  -  in  which  the  World  Council 

for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  the  International  Agency  for  the  Prevention  of 
Sl^SS         C°llab°rati^  With  the  Health  Organization  -  aim,    Sy  the 

count^th  not    Cin9^  6  feValenCe  of  blindness  to  below  .5  per  cent  L  any 
SSo? Tool    of  "H     ill  J         ,P!r  Cent  °f  blindness  in  any  community.  Within 
includ?no    n         t    V,°T  311  by  the  yeaP  200°"  the  Pro^amme  also  aims  at 
including  an  eye  health  component  in  all  national  programmes  of  primary  health 

Mind±  1S,  that'  lf  th6Se  90313  are  achieved,  the  amount  of  avoidable 

f    StVn  thQJeVl  °Ping  co^tries  -  which  at  present  contains  over  80  per 

wuliSTg^!8  bllnd  population " wiil  be  halved  by  the  2000 

This  programme  effectively  began  in  1974,  when  the  World  Health 
Organization  adopted  it  as  one  of  its  global  priorities.      Action  is  being 
taken  against  four  major  diseases  which  together  account  for  most  of  the 
blindness  in  developing  countries;     Onchocerciasis  (River  Blindness)  tracho™ 
xerophthalmia  (blinding  malnutrition)  and  cataract,      Two  otner  causes  ' 
programmes3?6  aCCident  are  addit^nal  priorities  in  some  regional 

In  the  West  African  onchocerciasis  programme,  control  has  now  been 
achieved  over  two  thirds  of  the  endemic  area  covering  7  countries.      This  r.a 

sLldnVef/    9?  lT5JTe  °CCUring  10  that  area  and  that  th*  ^xt  generation 
thVnroor  ^e°ft  ^disease,  but  no  mass  therapy  has  yet  been  found  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  disease  amongst  the  great  number  of  adults  who  acquired  it 
before  the  control  programme  began.  ^ 

drno  +vfT *rach?",a'  mass  treatment  programmes,  involving  a  combination  of 
drug  therapy  and  sanitary  control,  have  already  achieved  decisive  r^nltc 

:nTsg:uthhirsfASaff%ted-coTunities  in  North  "W^ter*:;  x««n 

SthoHc  k  *V1Qt  °entral  ASia'  China  and  ^stralia.      Using  similar 

methods,  any  heavily  affected  community  should  now  be  able  to  control  the 
blindness  which  results  from  trachoma  in  five  years  of  systematic  action,  at 
an  average  cost  m  the  region  of  $1  per  annum  for  every  member  of  the  treated 
community.  " 

h*c*     A?ainst  xerophthalmia  -  th«  blinding  malnutrition  which  is  estimated  to 
destroy  the  sight  of  250,000  ohildren  annually  -  three  successful  interventions 
have  been  demonstrated:    Fortification  of  sugar  with  Vitamin  A  (Guatemala  and 
^entral  America),  distribution  of  vitamin  capsules  (Bangladesh,  India 
Indonesia)  and  nutritional  rehabilitation,  aimed  at  a  daily  addition  to 
children's  diet  of  vitamin-rich  green  vegetables. 
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aoH  q«  It  estimated  th^  over  40  per  cent  of  the  blindness  in  Africa 

aild  Tt  m!  t  ltSUlJ\  fr°m  untreated  ^taract.  Mass  treatment  programmes 
aimed  at  clearing  the  backlog  of  untreated  cataract  are  now  in  operation  in 

SSS  oST    if  °f+Southern  and  s~th  East  Asia  and,  in  India  alone,  over 
»uu,uuu  sight-restoring  operations  were  performed. 

Comprehensive  national  programmes  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  are 
now  m  operation  in  24  developing  countries.      WHO  anticipates  that,  by  1989 
such  national  programmes  will  be  in  existence  in  60  countries.      A  powerful  ' 
stimulus  m  this  development  is  provided  by  the  national  committees  of  IAPB, 
which  now  exist  in  56  countries.  ' 

WCWB  is  in  official  relationship  with  the  World  Health  Organization,  and 
its  representatives  from  the  outset  played  a  vigorous  part  in  the  "Programme 
Advisory  Committee"  which  guides  WHO's  global  programme,  and  in  the  six  W™ 

ooHcv     gSSR     /%l      Prevention  of  kindness  is  now  a  priority  of  health 
policy. _    WCWB  and  IFB  now  appoint  six  members  to  the  Executive  Board  of  IAPB 
?hon  ^  rne^bers  were  Prominently  represented  amongst  the  delegations  of  more 
Ki^W^I^"  PartiCipated  in  the  ^cond  General  Assembly 

w  i      /^€e  international  members- of  WCWB  -  Christoffel  Blindenmission, 
Helen  Keller  International  and  the  Royal  Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Blind  - 
are  major  partners  in  WHO's  global  programme,  for  which  over  30  million 
dollars  annually  is  now  being  provided  from  non-governmental  funds. 

At  last  year's  meeting  in  Manila  of  WHC's  Programme  Advisory  Group,  the 
statement  was  made  that,  in  addition  to  the  reduction  which  is  now  evident  in 
the  impact  of  avoidable  eye  disease,  sight  is  now  being  annually  restored  to 
at  least  a  million  people,  who  would  have  been  blind  ten  years  ago. 
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result  of  this  Seminar,  the  Advisory  Committee  of  Asian  Blind  Women 
was  set  up  with  Dr.  Salma  Maqbool  as  Chairperson. 

The  second  Training  Seminar  for  Blind  Women  Leaders  in  Africa  was  held 
in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia,  from  3  to  21  August  1981.  It  was  attended  by 
26  blind  women  from  12  countries  in  Africa.  Also  this  seminar  adopted 
a  number  of  resolutions  and  set  up  an  Advisory  Committee  of  Blind 
Women  in  Africa. 

A  third  seminar  was  planned  for  Latin  America  but  was  postponed  for 
several  reasons.  It  is  now  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil, 
in  1985. 

About  10  national  seminars  have  been  held  for  women  in  both  Asia  and 
Africa  as  a  follow-up  action  of  the  regional  seminars.  These  national 
seminars  have  been  organized  with  the  financial  support  of  the  Swedish 
Federation.  Another  result  of  the  seminars  was  the  publication  in  Delhi, 
India  of     the  International  Newsletter  for  Blind  Women  with  Dr.  Maqbool 
as  Editor. 

In  Latin  America,  the  Braille  Press  in  Uruguay  has  produced  a  series 
of  24  booklets  in  Spanish  containing   some    articles  of  special 
interest  to  blind  women. 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  World  Council's  Headquarters  in 
Paris  have  answered  inquiries  within  the  Committee's  field  of  interest, 
have  provided  information  to   the  UN  Center  for  Social  Development  and 
Humanitarian  Affairs  in  Vienna    and, in  collaboration  with  Dr.  Maqbool, 
replied  to  questionnaires  concerning  blind  women  sent  out  by  the  United 
Nations. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SERVICES  TO  THE  DEAF- BLIND 
by  Dr.  Robert  J.  Smithdas,  Chairman 

Committee  Members: 

Mr.  Suresh  C.  Ahuja,  India 

Sheikh  Abdullah  Al-Ghanim,  Saudi  Arabia 

Herr  Karl-Heinz  Baaske,  FRG 

Mr.  Derek  Burton,  England 

Dr.  Sadako  Imamura,  Japan 

Ms.  Nice  Tonhozi  deSaraiva  Loureiro,  Brazil 

Mr.  Robert  F.  Mercer,  Canada 

Dr.  Gerrit  van  der  Mey,  Netherlands 

Mr.  Keith  Watkins,  Australia 

Jor^hellfarVo?  toTviZ  VT^lt  *  thG  Deaf"Blind  of  the  World  Council 
=i^ 

such  co^e^ences  L9dalnU1hr  £  """Ft*  that  have  thus  ^pTr tic  p te ?n 

adopted  dur1"s  the  Sec°"d 

srarS ZS®SS^-LW  if  r 

published,  which  would  orovlcb  infhLI«  deaf-blind  should  be  established  and 
in  the  field  of  deaf-blinXss.  concerning  developments  and  activities 

'S-Vfi^i?  the°TiC™r,blemS  and-  thS  diff,-c«lty  in  obtaining  necessary  fund- 
Pub'iicatio?      n'  iSU^KlSSf'^iSL^rS^-  JUT?'-^  SeC°"d 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  thp  fart  +ha+   ,  ,-r+i,,-  *u 

working  on  a  similar  oro  *et     t£  JS  n    1^  *!lePhones>  and  Scandinavia  is  also 
is  currently  in  oroducHnn  li    *    the^nl!^  States»  Telesensory  Systems,  Inc., 
face  coSuilcItlS T  or  for  ?0fTf^xcel  ent  device  which  can  be  used  for  face-to- 
device,  Te?eBra  ?le   ™ Ilsn  tTTS3*10!  V1a  teleehone-    This  particular 
blind  person  can  read  material  ^vnpH  n'^  ^onferences  °^  "*et1ngs  where  a  deaf- 
mode.    In  addi tion    THfnrmatlnn  c  ^ °Ut  bV  secreta^>  "sing  a  paperless  braille 

addition,  Information  Systems,  also  in  the  United  States,  has  a  paperless  , 
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Lraille  device  which  Is  also  adaptable  to  telephone  use,  and  also  can  be  used  as 
a  microcomputer.    Another  U.S.  company,  Maryland  Computer  Systems,  is  producing 

Ltetil]?  lZk]T  ?ra11ie,7^Ch        Perf0rm  9^Phics,  make  hard-'copyTran  e9 
En™  lhll\?r£  iS  -1S°  adaPtable  t0  telecommunication.    It  is  encouraging  to 
know  that  such  devices  are  now  available,  but  their  cost  is  generally  economically 
beyond  the  ability  of  most  deaf-blind  individuals.  generally  economically 

deaf^Hnd^n^^!5  ^  "^J6  Pr°9reSS  in  devel°P"*nt  of  devices  to  signal  the 
mnar,iw"     5  SaS?  of  |mer?encies»  or  when  the  telephone  or  doorbell  rinq  The 
Tthe  Hp?pCh  ^i1CeW°r-th1?  S1nd  iS  Pr0bab1^  the  Tactile  Communicator  d^veioped 
States   which  I  erL  f^hH^6"  f°r  Deaf"Blind  Y°^hs  and  Adults  in  the  United 
"  h  al*rls  a  deaf-blind  person  when  the  telephone  or  doorbells  rinq,  can 

easily  be  adapted  for  fire  and  burglar  alarms,  and  includes  an  excellent  bum-" 

^sion^rthp^hfL^"2  !?d         f0r  ^e, deaf-blind  was  a  prime  issue  of  dis- 
82  ™V    the  T^lrd  International  Conference  on  Deaf-Blindness  Subseauentlv 
Sls1w?Sn  **Tei  3  Sel  °J  ^commendations  which  it  ?s  hoped  wir  remedy^ 
this  situation  and  make  such  developments  more  available  to  deaf-blind  people. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Services  to  the  Deaf-Blind,  I  would  like  to  share 

S3l5l i  aff  who'L^-0^*    °1)-,We  are  aware  of  a  giving  n  m^r  of  eaf-bl 
?  li  t  I      ?,are  ?lghly  ^uallfied  to  serve  as  members  of  this  committee  and 
ence  h^ld  Jn^R^9^^67  Wi11  eventua1^  be  included  as  members.    (2™h oper- 
and it  I  mv  £?El\?a!  V67  stimulatin9  to  underdeveloped  countries  that  attended 
cSnfe™^  C0Untri6S  Sh0uld  have  the  opportunity  to  host  such 

In  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Services  to  the  Deaf-Minn  t  unch 
i Mr  toe  we  Tare  of  the  Blind  for  their  exceptional  hospitality  and  a  remarkable 

til  WorldncounCnnfrnhe;  ^  AnderS  Arnor'  Honor^  Secretary-Gene?  tf> 
TrrJnZJJS :  £    iJ°r  hIS  unf1a93in9  patience  and  dedicated  effort  in  making 
kZXZ  ,L  °r  the  conference;  to  the  conference  presenters  who  shared  their 

-""tries  and  a9encies  that  contributed 


REP  CRT  CF  THE  LOUIS  BRAILLE  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE 
by  Mr.  Andre  Nicolle,  Chairman 


Fifteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Executive  Committee  of  WCWB 
meeting  m  New  Delhi,  entrusted  me  with  chairmanship  of  the  Management  ' 
committee  of  the  Louis  Braille  Museum,  following  the  resignation  of  my 
distinguished  predecessor,  Mr.  Henri  Amblard. 


i 


In  principle,  this  assignment  involved  various  duties.      In  fact  a 
museum  is  not  a  static  establishment,  or  so  to  say  fossilized.      On  the* 
contrary  it  should  be  a  living  place  where  the  collections  on  display  should 
develop  as  new  contributions  are  received  and  where  all  other  didactic 
material  (books,  leaflets,  catalogues,  lists,  etc.)  should  be  put  at  the 
disposal  of  the  public  and  research  workers. 

Then  again,  in  order  to  attract  a  large  number  of  visitors,  wide 
publicity  should  be  given  to  Louis  Braille's  birthplace  and  its  interest 
emphasized. 

We  ought  therefore  to  carry  out  the  following  improvements: 
1.         SECURITY  MEASURES 

+  u    u    ,The£b^ldin9  is  in  an  isolated  position  at  the  end  of  the  street  and 
the  back  of  the  house  overlooks  the  countryside.      At  a  time  when  robbery 
is  on  the  increase,  it  is  to  be  feared,  with  just  cause,  that  burglars  may 
break  into  the  Museum  to  steal  some  of  the  objects  which  they  imagine  they 
will  be  able  to  sell  at  a  profit.      To  combat  this  risk,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  verify  the  door  and  window  locks,  put  up  shutters  on  the  facade,  and 
install  an  efficient  alarm  system. 

This  will  enable  us  to  obtain  a  better  guarantee  from  reputable 
insurance  companies. 

2.         UPKEEP  OF  THE  BUILDING 

The  south  gable  of  the  house  is  in  a  very  bad  state  and  will  have  to  be 
repaired. 

The  woodwork  and  paintwork  on  the  exterior  of  the  house  is  also  in 
great  need  of  attention. 

u _  „      Inside  the  house,  the  room  "Life  and  Work  of  Louis  Braille"  should 
be  rearranged,  starting  from  the  Louis-Phi  lippe  fireplace,  by  acSui?i£ 
more  furniture,  which  will  restore  the  room  to  the  way  it  was  when  Louis 
Braille  stayed  there  during  his  holidays  in  Coupvray.  . 
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The  lighting  should  also  be  improved. 

3-         COMPILATION  OF  A  CATALOGUE  AND  A  PHOTOGRAPHIC  INVENTORY 

The  devoted         curator  of  the  Museum,  Mr.  Jean  Roblin,  has  already 
assembled  all  the  necessary  documents  for  the  publication  of  a  catalogue  and 
would  be  willing  to  make  a  photographic  inventory  of  the  museum  pieces  which 
would  be  a  very  valuable  addition. 

4.  INFORMATION  AND  PUBLICITY 

In  order  to  make  the  Museum  well-known  a  publicity  campaign  is  essential: 
distribution  of  circulars  and  posters  intended  for  travel  agencies,  publicity  in 
certain  tourist  magazines,  the  placing  of  signposts  to  the  Museum  at  the  inter- 
sections of  main  roads  around  Coupvray. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  short  of  documents  about  the  Museum  at  the 
moment  and  many  visitors  ask  for  them.      Therefore  post-cards,  a  brochure 
describing  the  birthplace  of  Louis  Braille  with  a  resume  of  his  life  and  work 
(about  80  pages)  will  need  to  be  printed,  as  well  as  leaflets  which  could  be 
placed  in  tourist  agencies  or  sent  to  certain  associations. 

We  have  been  thinking  of  carrying  out  this  programme  for  a  number  of 
years  now  but  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  so  in  view  of  the  limited  resources 
at  our  disposal. 

In  fact,  the  Museum  accounts  for  the  years  1930,  1981,  1982  and  1983 
show  that  income  from  donations  from  National  and  International  Members  of 
WCWB,  other  than  France,  considerably  diminished  in  comparison  with  former 
years,  so  that  it  now  only  represents  an  average  of  a  little  less  than 
30  per  cent  of  the  donations  in  the  Museum's  account,  while  the  French 
contribution  represents  70  per  cent. 

Of  course,  the  French  associations  consider  it  would  be  perfectly 
natural  to  pay  a  particularly  large  share  amounting  to  30  per  cent  of  the 
Museum's  income,  but  they  cannot  continue  to  pay  more  than  2/3  of  the 
expenses  for  the  management  of  the  establishment.      In  addition,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  present  way  of  sharing  expenses  is  not  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  laid  down  for  the  international  management  of  the  Museum 
to  which  WCWB  is  committed  by  an  agreement  drawn  up  by  a  public  notary,  with 
the  Municipality  of  Coupvray,  and  signed  by  our  great  friend  Eric  Boulter. 

Moreover,  this  situation  has  resulted  in  the  Museum's  resources  falling 
to  such  a  low  level  that  the  administrators  cannot  carry  out  the  simple  but 
indispensable  operations  mentioned  above. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  Museum  has  regular 
resources  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  upkeep  and  caretaking  expenses  of  Louis 
Braille's  birthplace,  as  well  as  the  preservation  of  the  furniture  and  the 
C°957eCti0n  SXhibited  in  the  Museum/  as  provided  for  in  the  agreement  signed  in 

To  attain  this  aim,  it  seems  to  us  that  a  possible  first  step  would  be 
to  charge  an  entrance  fee  to  the  Museum,  except  of  course  for  the  blind  and 
their  guides  and  associations.      A  charge  of  F.  10  per  person  could  be  fixed 
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which  could  be  reduced  to  F.5  p*r  nerson  for  nr^mc  tw 
provide  the  Museu.  with  an  .ppSci.^^LTC  ^"oTf^S 
In  our  opinion    this  would  not  dissuade  visitors  who,  in  the  pr£,«t?tL 
of  affairs,  would  on  the  contrary  be  inclined  to  thin/ rV!+    pre^ent  s*ate 
does  not  a^t  fnr  *     y         MWinea  1:0  think  that  a  museum  which 

0  s  nox  a°k  t0T  an  entrance  fee  would  not  be  worthv  of  intact       »  +  * 

SMJ-  ™  ™°Uld  "<*  be  to  a^Son 

for  the^ouis  UluT  M1""8'  *"*  ?"ly  W3y  °f  Prwidi"9  substantial  revenue 
o National  and  L     M"^un,  would  be  to  increase  slightly  the  subscription 
automatioaUv  1    n ^T?1  tembers  bV  »"  additional  sum  which  would 

oart  in°C?h        "  the,U*eeP  °f  th*  »■»•<».      The  number  of 
Int  rnat       ?  CLj    2  ^"f^™  ?^^at«  of  Na«°-1  and 


certain^ndusS^,-  ,  P  °f  thlS  minlmal  °bl'-^°"  should  not  prevent 
muc^hUer  uir50C°fUrTleS%WhiCh  Send  the  Muselm  ""t-ibutions 

of  course    in    L  ft!?'  f       "T^  t0  91 TO  thelr  suPPOTt-      ^is  would, 

pay  nSicu  ivss      srijar  tr^tir^z to 

would  ha\;o       -?  +  r-  t  »^^^.      j-n  xms  way  the  Museum 

1      ,      V    ^  disposal  a  yearly  income  of  about  F.  145,000    which  would 
enable  it  to  meet  the  costs  of  upkeep  and  carry  out  progressively  the 
programme  we  have  described  in  the  first  part  of  this  report' 

should  be^n^h!56  ^  th0."lembershiP  subscription  for  the  members  of  WCKB 
should  be  all  the  more  easily  acceptable  as  most  of  the  National  Members 
Pay  a  second  subscription  at  the  moment,  which  is  far  from  negligible  to 
£L^-atl°n^  FKGderati0n  °f  the  Bli^>  so  that  the  merger'o  "the  iwo 
certaJn?v  inSH^1Ch  Sh°Uld  be  barr^  thr°U9h  in  the  future,  will 

uZtll    I  V  reduction  in  the  ^tal  expenses  for  all  National 

Members  because  of  the  two  subscriptions  they  pay  at  the  moment. 

to  imnnt8  ^  ^i*"  develoPin9  c ountr i es,  f  or  which  it  would  seem  difficult 

adoZd  by  Zit tnankW  b+UHdGn'  !VGn  9  Sma11  °nS'  the  ™  of  Adjustment 
aaoptea  hy  wu/VB  thanks  to  the  contributions  of  some  of  the  industrialized 

nations,  should  enable  them  to  avoid  paying  the  increase.  indUStriallZed 

MembersFotherythrn  fT  that.^re  representatives  of  National  or  International 
the  Ws  eUu    m  '  u"11  agTee  t0  SerVS  °n  the  management  Committee  of 

the  Louis  Braille  Museum,  which  would  enable  them  to  be  aware  at  first  hand  of 
the  problems  of  running  the  Museum,  to  discuss  solutions  to  these  oroblets 

Z  Jh    Co    ^t^  dele9ateS         t0  be  absolutely  sure  that  the  funds "entruTted 
to  the  Committee  are  employed  in  a  useful  and  sensible  way. 
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iv)  Louis  Braille  Memorial  Committee 


CONTRIBUTIONS  1982 


INCOME 


Subvention  National  Day  im  on 
Subvention  F.F.A.F. 

French  Donations 

Subvention    U.A.R.  10  COO  CO 

m        u  2;   ;   •  10,000.00 

AV  HY    nStitute  5,000.00 

Other  associations  *  ^SOo'cO 

Subvention  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  I'ooo'oo 


Donations 
Donations  from  Abroad 


225.00 


A.A.W.B.  Oklahoma  3  056  09 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  U.K.  2*211 '"'66 

National  Organization  for  the  Blind,  Spain  2'935'co 

Ligue  Braille,  Belgium  2  474  63 

Synskadades  Piksforbund,  Sweden  1*031*69 

Central  Union  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind, 

Switzerland  1  246  12 

Other  foreign  donations  4)378.' 01 

Sale    of  postcards  1,807.50 

Sale  of  books  ^ 

Sale  of  records  30  qq 

Donations  to  Museum  (collecting  box)  569*00 


TOTAL  INCOME  92,700.60 


v)  Louis  Braille  Memorial  Committee 

CONTRIBUTIONS  1983 


Subvention  WCWB  l4  754  Ar> 

Subvention  National  Day  24>*7*20 


FRENCH  DONA T TOMS? 

Mr.  DELORME  -  St  Maur  des  Fosses  25  00 

Mr.  VILLA,  Paris  10, 00^*00 

Sourire  et  Lumiere",  Dijon  70  00 
Association  of  the  Blind  of 

Alsace  Lorraine  1,000.00 


39,601.62 


DONATIONS  FROM  ABROAD 

Ministry  of  Social  Affairs, 

Cameroon  2,000.00 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Holland  681.60 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Denmark  1,635*82 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Yugoslavia  '272*63 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Australia  '  34079 

Ass.  of  the  Blind  ,  R.S.F.S.R.  821*92 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Bulgaria  410*15 

Canadian  National  Institute  831*54 

Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Czechoslovakia  419*32 

Canadian  National  Institute  695*13 

Belgian  National  Committee  1  460*00 

Mr.  JIMENEZ,  Spain  '550*00 

Nat.  Ass.  of  the  Blind,  S.  Africa  5.350*24 

Dr.  PIEIASCH,  G.D.R.  2X>'.2B 

R.N.I.B.,  United  Kingdom  1,031*00 

Italian  Union  of  the  Blind  *251*26 

German  Fed.  of  the  Blind,  Munich  5,866*34 

Ligue  Braille,  Uruguay  400.00 
Central  Union  of  Blind,  .' 

Switzerland  j  494  35 

Spanish  Ass.  of  the  Blind,  Madrid  3,' 000.' 00 

Malta  Society  for  the  Blind  405*50 

Braille  Foundation,  Uruguay  422*28 

notesz,  Hungary  407*95 

Mr.  Miguel  CASORLA,  Alicante  58*10 

Synskadades  Riksf brbund,  Sweden  397*25 
SMss  Federation  of  the  Blind, 

Bern  7,380.00 

Singapore  Ass.  for  the  Blind         .  3,685.00 


====* 


42,039.95 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  ON  THE  LOUIS  BRAILLE  MUSEUM 
by  Mr.  Andre"  Nicolle,  Chairman 


....  .  1  ^ind  U  necessary  to  complete  my  report  of  July  30,  1934,  with  a  few 
additional  precisions  on  certain  events  which  have  occurred  since  that  date 
and  on  the  financial  situation  of  the  museum  at  the  present  ti™.  *' 

Firstly,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  fears  expressed  in  my  resort 

n9      h  l3Ck  f  rteCti°n  at  the  -^um,against^ossible  atte^pL  to 
break  in,      have  unfortunately  proved  well-founded. 

*t  17  ol\faf '  °n  AUgUSt  18  laSt'  Mr'  Ly>  the  M^eum  Attendant,  was  attacked 
Mr    i.:Uye!!Ur  rU,3  T6"  Wh°  tnreatened  him  with  knives,  demanding  money. 

^0nyhf!        ;,Clred        d0°rS  and  Went  up  t0  the  first  flo°r  ^ndow  to  ook 
assailants,  who  tried  unsuccessfully  to  open  the  door  and  bombarded 

ttlil  jH  ^th<S!0ne?*      They  afterward*  tried  to  start  up  Mr.  Ly's  motor- 
cycle with  the  intention  of  making  off  with  it. 

rtii  cy^3lled  00  hiS  nei9hbours  for  help  and  the  police  from  the  nearby 

village  of  Esbly  were  alerted.  ^  y 

The  young  men,  finding  themselves  trapped,  disappeared. 

Nevertheless,  a  complaint  has  been  lodged  with  the  police  and  an 
investigation  is  under  way  to  determine  the  identity  of  the  aggressors. 

nnth.  n!  WOul?  Jike  to  emphasize  that  thanks  to  the  presence  of  mind  of  Mr.  Ly 
nothing  was  stolen  and  the  windows  were  not  even  broken. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  a  warning  which  should  be  taken  seriously. 

c    +    J  ^L150  enclosin3  a  financial  statement  on  the  Museum,  up  to 
September  1984.      As  you  will  see,  the  receipts  amount  to  F.  43,568.84  while 
expenditure  reached  F    69,451.05.      Consequently,  we  have  had  to  dip  into  the 
small  reserve  of  F.  40,749.69  in  hand  at  Ja  nuary  1.  1984.  which  now  nniv 
amounts  to  F.  14,867.48.      We  also  have  to  pay  the  salary  of  theTse^ 

«  lunlf  ll\  ?6ine^fOUr  T°?thS*  UP  t0  the  end  of  the  year*  which  represents 
F    U  1     h    F. 10,500,  social  charges  for  two  quarters  of  approximately 
r.  i*,uuu  and  general  upkeep  expenses  and  heating  of  at  least  F.  10,000. 

q  TJ)eSe  fi9ures  clearly  show  the  extremely  serious  situation  of  the  Louis 

oral lie  Museum  at  the  present  time. 

With  regard  to  the  contributions  received  from  France  and  foreign 
countries,  you  will  note  that  they  are  almost  the  same,  which  is  clearly 
irrational  in  an  international  organization.      These  observations  can  but 
July1^        COnclusioos  which  fi9ur®  at  the  end  of  my  principal  report  of 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  understanding. 


-  2  - 


8288? 
•  «  •  * 

§00*  O  if) 
*  f-  * 


(DO 
*■<*) 

CM  t- 


8 


lO 


00 


N 

•  II 

00  II 

*-  II 

<*>  !! 


CO 

s 


CO 


u 
o 
+> 

0 

§  & 

o  © 

c 

<H  O 
O  *H 

+» 
of  m 
m  +> 
«i  «o 

C  2  O 
0)  X)  H  * 

a  c 
<a  0 
u 
©  c 

H  Oi  (0 

0  IS  h 

>  +*  3  e 

(0  W  0 

P  O  C 

(-  a,  h 


10 
© 
O) 

(0 

JC 

>•  o 
-p 

•H  «— I 
O  (0 
•H  »H 

P  o 
+>  o 

(0 


s 


w  c 

0 

c  >. 
to  u 

0 

V)  f-l 
0  (0 


+» 
c 

0 

c 

« 
+> 
+> 
< 

©  £ 

o 

o 

a 
© 

a 


8co!R88888 
•  *  •  •  « 

g  OJ  CM  if)  O 


.  if)  CN  CM 
in  »-  ■«—  tf)  o 

»   ►  * 
O  O 
CMa 


00 

* 

00 
CO 


in 


a 
© 
co 

■p 


o 
c 
0 
f— I 

0 

m 


o 


co 

«-  I 

CO 

3 


S 

ON 

in 


CO 

< 


8S? 

r~  8 
»-  »n  «- 

•>    »  < 

co  o  in 


c 

©  X 

o  o 

•H  X) 

«4H  JC 

<fc.  (A 

O  0 

o 

^  +> 

c  »  e 

0  o  3 

m  a.  © 

-  w 

C  C  3 

M  H-t  S 


CO  II 

r- 

s 


tl 

B 


•o 

0 

o 

0  0 

e 

5  i 
+» 

0  <M 

c 

O  0 

*  § 

JC  .H 

o  -P 
C  0 

*  S 

u  o 

LU  Q 


X 
O 
-Q 

C 
•H 
P 
O 
0 


O 
O 


CO 

h  « 

0  0  TJ 

O  H 

•P  0  P  O 

«  »  Q 

C  0    3  0 

a  e  J5  u 

<M  Hh  IN  «H 

o  o  o  o 

0  0  0  0 

H  H  H  rH 
0   0    0  0 

CO  CO  CO  CO 


0 
m 

£ 

0 

J*  o 
O  P 


s 


0 

3 
C 
0 
>"> 

+» 
0 

0 

u 
c 

0 

I— I 

0 

CQ 


0 
C 

•m  O 
O  «H 
P 

•  0 

-H  C 
0  O 

(O  Q 


1 


-  3  - 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS  AT  SEPTEMBER  15.  1984 


Donations  from  French  Associations;  20,500.00  20,500.00 

Donations  from  Foreign  Associations 

Belgian  National  Committee  857.00 

Collection  from  Brazilian  concert  2,059.02 

Yugoslav  Association  of  the  Blind  433.29 
Czech  Association  for  the  Visyally 

Handicapped  509.62 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  1,349.62 
American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 

Blind  4,004.21 

Dr.  Pielasch,  G.D.R.  322.16 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  4,085.76 

Canadian  Council  for  the  Blind  1,669.31 

Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  1,159.24 

South  African  National  Council  980.58 

Yugoslav  Association  of  the  Blind  407.47 

Union  of  the  Blind,  Bulgaria  486.72 

National  League  of  the  Blind,  U.K.  500.00 

Motesz  359.96 

Ministry  of  Social  Affaires,  ?  968.38 

20,152.34 


REPORT  ON  THE  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  BLIND 

SPORTS  ASSOCIATION. 

By  Dr.  Dr.  Helmut  Pielasch,  President 

On  the  initiative  of  the  Sports  Committee  of  the  World  Council  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  a  preparatory  committee  for  the  foundation 
of  the  International  Blind  Sports  Association  was  established.  There 
were  two  representatives  each  from  WCWB,  IFB,  ICEVH  and  ISOD. 
After  complicated  preparations  the  foundation  of  the  International 
Blind  Sports  Association  took  place  at  the  UNESCO  headquarters  in 
Paris  in  April  1981  .  Already  the  founding  assembly  Droved  the  great 
interest  of  the  blind  athletes  and  the  sighted  experts  .  30  countries 
sent  delegates  thus  becoming  the  founding  members. 

When  electing  the  Executive  Committee  emphasis  was  laid  on  having 
representatives  from  all  continents  working  there  .  Furthermore  a 
Sports  Technical  and  a  Medical  Committee  as  well  as  five  Regional 
Committees  were  formed. 

A  number  of  important  tasks  have  been  solved  with  their  help  during 
the  past  few  years  .  We  drew  up  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  most  important  blind  sports  such  as  athletics,  swimming,  goal  ball 
etc  .  within  a  short  time,  which  has  proved  worth  while  at  regional 
championships  and  especially  at  the  International  Games  for  the 
Disabled  in  Nassau  Country  ,  USA  ,  in  June  this  year  where  more  than 
500  blind  athletes  were  participating. 

Likewise  a  new  system  for  medical  classification-  of  blind  athletes 
has  been  worked  out  and  also  practised  successfully  .  Unfortunately 
it  could  not  be  pratised  during  the  World  Winter  Games  in  Innsbruck 
January  1984  in  spite  of  our  urgent  demands  as  the  organisers  said 
they  were  not  prepared  to  have  three  classes  instead  of  two  for  the 
blind  anthletes  .  Nevertheless  these  Games  too  were  a  great  success 
for  international  blind  sport. 
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Since  IBSA  was  founded  5  1/2  years  ago  70  countries  have  applied 
for  membership.  This  is  a  clear  sign  that  it  was  high  time  to 
establish  this  international  organization,  that  it  was  a  necessity  in 
order  to  develop  and  promote  sports  for  the  blind,  and  that  IBSA  meets 
with  great  interest  throughout  the  world  .  Furthermore  it  is  a  result 
of  the  work  ,  we  have  done  and  a  recognition  of  our  aim  to  encourage 
as  many  blind  persons  as  possible  to  engage  in  sports  on  a  regular 
basis  because  this  will  favourably  affect  their  health  ,  mobility 
fitness  ,  self confidence  ,  rehabilitation  and  integration  .  To  reach 
our  aims  we  give  our  permanent  attention  to  sport  activities  at  the 
schools  for  the  blind  and  the  rehabilitation  centres  because  we  think 
they  are  the  starting  points  in  cases  where  there  is  no  other  nartner 
for  IBSA  in  a  given  country. 

It  is  only  after  a  country  has  applied  for  membership  that  IBSA  can 
begin  to  render  assistance  to  the  promotion  of  blind  sports 
The  main  aims  and  tasks  of  IBSA  are  presented  in  an  article 'published 
in     Blind  Sports  International  »  No.  IX  under  the  heading  IBSA 
Strategy  and  some  Future  Tasks  "  .  It  is  stated  therein  that  :  "our 
efforts  are  directed  at  developing  a  unified  organisation  of  sports  for 
the  blind,  to  be  able  to  make  optimal  use  of  resources  available  and 
to  face  the  public  as  an  unified  body  "  .  Furthermore  is  said  :  "It 
is  always  of  the  greatest  importance  to  recognize  one's  natural 
partners,  and  to  co-operate  closely  with  them  .  For  us  blind  athletes 
these  are  organisations  of  the  blind  and  for  the  blind  .  Organisation! 
of  and  for  the  blind  already  support  us  most  actively,  because  they 
recognize  sports  as  a  suitable  means  for  stailishing  their  efficiency 
increasing  their  mobility  ,  making  a  meaningful  use  of  their  leisure  ' 
time  ,  helping  them  integrate  and  althogether  promoting  respect  for 
all  persons  with  visual  deficiences  .  It  must  therefore  be  our  task 
to  maintain  the  best  possible  relations  with  these  natural  partners". 
Of  great  importance  for  us  is  also  the  co-operation  in  the  Inter- 
nationl  Coordinating  Committee  of  World  Sports  Organisations  for  the 
Disabled  (ICC)  .  Because  the  demand  for  co-operation  was  felt  by 
other  world  organisations,  too,  the  ICC  was  set  ud  in  1982  The 
member  organisations  at  present  are  the  Cerebral  Palsy  -  International 
Sports  and  Recreation  Association  (CP  -  ISRA),  the  International 
Stoke  Mandeville  Games  Federation  (ISMGF)  and  the  International 
Sports  Organisation  for  the  Disabled  (ISOD). 
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During  their  meeting  of  June  14,   1984  at  Nassau  County,   USA,  the 
above  Associationfconcluded  an  agreement  on  the  ICC  aiming  at  the 
regulation  of  any  problems  possibly  arising  from  the  co-operation. 
The  ICC-Agreement  is  based  on  the  independence  of  all  member  organisa- 
tions considering  their  autonomy  and  constitution,   and  on  the  prin- 
ciple,  that  the  work  of  ICC  must  not  affect  their  norms,  standards, 
rules  and  general  fundamentals  adversely. 

ICC  will  be  responsible  for  the  co-ordination  of  joint  activities 
of  its      members,   while  strictly  regarding  their  autonomy  and  con- 
stitution.   Its      efforts  will  be  ^everyft  ime   aimed   at    the  development 
of  sports  for   the  disabled  all   over   the  world.    It  will  encourage 
friendship  and  solidarity  amongst  disabled  athletes,    and  support 
the  co-operation  of  the  world  organisations  of  sports  for   the  disabled. 
Without  exception  and  discrimination  support  will  be  given  to  sports 
activities  for  the  disabled  athletes. 

As  a   joint   authority/the  ICC  will  exert   influence  on  the  organisation 
and  programme  of  the  Olympic   and   International   Games,   of  joint  World 
Championships  and  other  major  events   involving  more  than  two  member 
organisations.   The   ICC  will   represent   the  sports  organisations  for 
the  disabled   in  case  of  negotiations  with  bodies   like  the  International 
Olymoicj"  Committee  and  the  United   Nations.   It   may  establish  sub-committees 
for  assistance  to  the  Committee's  work.    It  will    maintain   a   joint  sports 
calendar . 

It   is  important     to  raise  the  interest  of  experts.   That   is  why  IBSA 
organised  an   international   seminar   for   trainers   in  the  FRG  in  November 
1983  where  especially  representatives  from  the  developing  countries  had 
an  opportunity  to  gain  knowledge  and  to  exchange  their  experiences. 

For   the  same  reasons  an  "International   Conference  on  Planning  and 
ManagementVActivities  and  Upgrading  of  Sports  Experts"  will  be  held 
in  the  Netherlands   from   November   23   -  25  this   year.   The  Dutch  hosts 
offer  favourable  conditions   and  as   participation   is  still    possible  we 
ask  those  countries  which  have  not   yet   registered   to  contact  the 
organisers  and  to  take  part   in  this  conference.   There  will   be  another  two 
international   courses   in  Rome  in   April    next   year    ,   one   for  referees  and 
umpires  and  one  for  technicians. 
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Another  success  can  be  seen  in  IBSA's  journal  "Blind  Sports  International" 
(BSD  which  is  published  in  English,  French,  Spanish  and  German.  It  is 
sent  to  115  countries  all  over  the  world.   It  makes  available  to  our 
organisation  an  effective  public  relations  and  information  instrument 
for  our  member  countries  and  the  experts. 

At  the  time  beinq  we  are  preparing  our  II     General  Assembly.   It  will 
take  place  in  the  rehabilitation  and  recreation  centre  of  the  Norwegian 
Association  of  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  in  Hurdal ,  Norway, 
from  28  -  30  May,   1985.   The  organising  bureau  of  the  host  country 
is  led  by  Arne  Husveg  who  will  provide  us  with  the  best  conditions 
possible.   Every  member  country  has  two  delegates  one  of  whom  must  be  blind 

Especially  in  order  to  support  and  promote  blind  sports  in  the  devel- 
oping countries   IBSA  sent   four  goal  balls  each  as  a  solidarity  gift 
to  63  countries  as  wdl  as  the  issue  of  BSI  containing  the  regulations 
for  goal  ball . 

We  are  convinced  that  this  action  may  initiate  activities  in  the  field 
of  blind  sports  in  many  countries.  Of  course  all  international  sport 
activities  of  blind  people  depend  decisively  on  affiliation  to  IBSA , 
and  so  does  any  support  for  national  sport  movements  by  our  inter- 
national organisation.   Membership  in  IBSA  can  be  obtained  by  blind 
sport  organisations,   disabled  sport  organisations,   organisations  of 
and  for  the  blind,  ministries,   schools  or  rehabilitation  centres. 
We  have  recognized  that  there  are  member  countries  of  WCWB  which  are 
not  yet  affiliated  to  IBSA.   As  membership  fees     are  very  low  we  would 
recommend  the  membership  in  IBSA  urgently.   This  applies  to  the 
followinq  countries:   Bahrain,   Colombia,    Costa  Rica,   Ecuador,  Guatemala, 
Ivory  Coast,   Jordan,   Lebanon,   Luxembourg,    Malawi,   Malta,  Mongolia, 
Morocco, Nepal,    Niger,    Nigeria,   Oman,    Peru,   Qatar,    Senegal,   Sudan,  Trinidad 
and  Tobago,   United  Arab  Emirates,   Uruguay ,  Yemen. 

Let  me   finish  my  words  expressing  the  hope  that  IBSA  will  be  able  to 
fulfil  its  future  tasks  in  an  atmosphere  of  friendship  among  the  people, 
mutual  understanding  and  peace  for  the  benefit  of  blind  athletes 

all  over  the  world. 


BUSINESS  SESSION  U 
Thursday,  October  25 
DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


RESOLUTION 


ON  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 

THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  FOR   THE  WELFARE   OF  THE  BLIND 


The  Seventh  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind,  gathered  in  conformity  with  its  Constitution,  at  the 
King  Faisal  Conferences  Hall  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on  23  October 
1984, 

decides  unanimously,  after  voting  as  prescribed  by  its 
Constitution,  upon  the  recommendation  of  its  Executive 
Committee,  to  dissolve  itself  with  effect  from  31  December 
1984  or  on  the  earliest  subsequent  date  upon  which  the 
necessary  legal  formalities  connected  with  the  founding  of 
the  World  Blind  Union  have  been  completed,  always  orovided 
that  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind  takes  the 
same  decision. 

Furthermore,  the  General  Assembly  recommends  to  the  delegates 
of  member  countries  to  oarticipate  in  the  Founding  Assembly 
of  the  World  Blind  Union  and  to  join  this  Union. 

Given  at  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on  23  October  1934,  in  the  name 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Blind. 


President  Secretary  General  '  J^^tareV 


RESOLUTION 

ON  THE  TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS  OF 

THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  FOR   THE  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


Following  the  motion  for  the  dissolution  of  the  World  Council 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  being  adopted  at  the  Seventh  General 
Assembly  held  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  in  October  1984,  the  General 
Assembly  authorises  the  Treasurer  to  transfer  all  the  funds  and 
other  assets  owned  by  the  Council    after  discharging  all  liabilities 
resulting  from  activities  authorised  by  the  Executive  Committee  to 
the  World  Blind  Union  on  its  formal  legal  foundation. 

Given  at  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  this  23  October  1984  in  the  name  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind . 


President 


Secretary/General 


ADOPTION  OF  RESOLUTIONS 


Mr.  Oral  Miller,  Chair-nan  of  the  Resolutions  Co«uttee,  presented 
8  Resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Council  after  some 
amendments  had  been  made: 


MCWB  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  1984 


RESOLUTION  MO.  1  VOTE  OF  THANKS 


WHEREAS,       the  Seventh  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  was  invited  to  take  place  in  Riyadh,  Saudi 
Arabia,  through  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia  and  Sheikh  Abdullah  M.  Al-Ghanim, 
President  of  the  Regional  Bureau  of  the  Middle  East  Committee 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind; 

WHEREAS,       the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  members  and 

many  other  people  interested  in  promoting  the  well-being  of  the 
blind  have  attended  this  Assembly  from  all  parts  of  the  world; 

WHEREAS,       this  Assembly  has  included  joint  and  historic  sessions 
with  the  International  Federation  of  the  Blind;  and 

WHEREAS,       all  people  who  have  attended  this  Assembly  have  received 

outstanding  service  and  excellent  hospitality  from  the  Saudi 
Arabian  Government,  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Middle 
East  Bureau  for  the  Blind,  the  members  of  the  staffs  of  the 
host  hotels,  the  Saudi  Arabian  media  and  many  other  individuals 
and  organizations,  too  numerous  to  mention:  now, 

THEREFORE,    be  it  resolved  by  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 

the  Blind,  assembled  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on  this  25th  day 
of  October,  1984,  that  we  extend  our  most  sincere  gratitude 
and  appreciation  to  Sheikh  Abdullah  M.  Al-Ghanim  for  his 
generosity,  enthusiasm  and  thoughtful ness  in  making  the  stay 
of  all  participants  in  Riyadh  a  truf\y  memorable  one. 

We  further  extend  our  appreciation  to  him  for  the  outstanding 
way  in  which  detailed  preparations  for  an  Assembly  of  this 
magnitude  and  complexity  were  made.  In  addition,  we  express  our 
sincere  appreciation  to  everyone  else  connected  with  the  planning 
and  conduct  of  this  historic  Assembly  and  for  all  courtesy  and 
consideration  received. 


HCWB  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  1984 


RESOLUTION  MO.  2  TRIBUTE  TO  MRS.  DOR I MA  DE  SOUYEA  NOWILL 


WHEREAS,       during  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Dorlna  de  Gouvea  Nowill 

the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  has  benefitted 
from  her  tireless  dedication,  effort  and  concern; 

WHEREAS,       during  her  presidency  and  for  many  years  prior  thereto 

she  has  used  her  vast  knowledge  of  all  aspects  of  blindness 
In  serving  as  an  advisor  .to  many  International  and  national 
organizations,  which,  as  a  result  of  her  advice  and  urging, 
have  made  countless  decisions  designed  to  improve  the  well- 
being  of  blind  people  throughout  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,       under  her  leadership  as  the  only  female  president  of  the 

World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  the  organization 
has  carefully  made  the  decision  to  change  its  status  in 
order  to  better  serve  the  blind  of  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,       she  has  dedicated  a  great  part  of  her  life  and  resources 

toward  improving  the  well-being  of  blind  people  throughout 
the  world:  now, 

THEREFORE,    be  1t  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  World 

Council    for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  assembled  in  convention 
in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on  this  25th  day  of  October,  1984,  that 
we  extend  our  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Nowill  for  the 
outstanding  job  she  has  done  and  we  commend  her  with  heartfelt 
praise  and  gratitude  for  the  historic  and  humanitarian  contri- 
bution she  has  made  to  mankind. 


VCWB  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  1984 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5        ON  "PROGRESS  THROUGH  JOINT  EFFORT » 


NOTING,         With  favour,  under  the  motto  "progress  through  Joint 
Effort"  during  1983  and  1984  that  the  organizations 
oi  visually  handicapped  people  in  the  Nordic  countries 
of  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland  and  Denmark  ,  conducted 
workshops  in  Singapore,  Nairobi  and  Sao  Paulo,  to  gather 
as  much  information  as  possible  about  the  conditions  of 
visually  handicapped  people  in  the  developing  countries 
of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  in  the  fields  of  educa- 
tion, rehabilitation,  employment,  information  and 
culture,  and  to  decide  on  priorities  for  improvement  of 
conditions  of  the  visually  handicapped  in  those  fields; 

RECOGNIZING,  with  approval,  that  special  emphasis  was  also  placed  on 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  blindness  as  well  as  the 
formation  and  strengthening  of  organizations  of  the 
visually  handicapped;  and 

NOTING,  with  pleasure  ,  based  on  information  gathered  at  these 

workshops,  that  separate  regional  plans  of  action  have 
been  formulated  for  achievement  of  a  dramatic  improve- 
ment mthe  situations  of  visually  handicapped  people  in 
the  regions  involved  during  the  coming  ten' years.  " 

THEREFORE,    the  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the 

Welfare  of  the  Blind,  assembled  in  convention  in  Riyadh, 
Saudi  Arabia,  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1984  ,  therefore 
congratulates  the  Nordic  countries  for  the  initiative 
they  have  taken  pursuant  to  the  described  project,  which 
is  in  the  true  spirit  and  best  traditions  of  the  World 
Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  and  also  recommends 
tnat  the  member  organizations  of  the  World  Council  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  all  individuals,  organizations, 
agencies  ,  local  authorities  and  governments  should  give 
their  whole-hearted  moral  and  practical  support  needld 
for  the  implementation  of  the  three  plans. 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  4         THE  LOUIS  BRAILLE  MUSEUM 


RECOGNIZING,  the  monumental  contribution  made  by  Louis  Braille  to  the 

education  of  blind  people  through  the  perfection  of  the  Braille 
system,  thus  opening  the  door  to  the  vast  realm  of  knowledge 
and  experience  accumulated  by  mankind; 

AFFIRMING,     the  extent  to  which  knowledge  has  paved  the  way  for  blind 

people  to  become  integrated  and  participating  members  of  society 
and  thereby  maximizing  their  human  potentials  and  independence; 

NOTING,         the  value  of  these  contributions  to  all  blind  people  of  the  worl( 
and  regretting  the  lack  of  adequate  financial  support  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Louis  Braille  Museum  in  Coupvray,  France: 

THEREFORE,     the  General  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind,  assembled  in  convention  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on 
this  25th  day  of  October,  1984,  calls  upon  all  nations, 
organizations  and  other  sources  of  possible  support  to  give 
generous  assistance  to  this  outstanding  educational  memorial. 
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RESOLUTION  MO.  5  PLAN  OF  ACTION  FOR  WORLD  BLIMP  UNION 


WHEREAS, 


WHEREAS, 


THEREFORE 


U  1s  very  difficult  for  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind  as  an  international  non-profit  organization  to  move 
forward  more  quickly  and  effectively  on  specific  programmes 
and  projects  due  to  financial  constraints,  limited  staff  and  the 
fact  that  it  must  rely  upon  widely  scattered  volunteers  who 
themselves  have  pressing  vocational,  professional  and  other 
commitments;  and 

the  effectiveness  of  the "World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind  or  the  new  World  Blind  Union  will  be  increased  radically 
if  its  officers  and  members  have  agreed  upon  a  feasible  clear 
and  visible  plan  of  action  to  be  followed  in  coming  years: 

be  it  resolved  by  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 

the  Blind,  in  convention  assembled  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia,  on 

this  25th  day  of  October,  1984,  that  the  World  Blind  Union  is 

urged  to  adopt  such  a  plan  of  action  as  one  of  its  earliest 

priorities. 
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RESOLUTION  MO.  6         RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  THE  U.N.  AGENCIES 

AND  OTHER  INTERNATIONAL  AMD  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

REALIZING,    the  usefulness  of  closer  relationships  with  all  United 
Nations  agencies  and  other  international  and  national 
organizations  and  the  necessity  to  have  better  input  to  such 
bodies  to  assist  them  in  making  decisions  that  can  have  an  impact 
on  blind  people  and  thereby  affect  the  quality  of  life  they  can 
experience:  -  J 

THEREFORE,    be  it  resolved  by  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare 

of  the  Blind,  in  convention  assembled  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia, 
on  this  25th  day  of  October,  1984,  that  the  World  Blind  Union  be 
urged  to  establish  a  Task  Force  to  explore  and  implement  means 
of  attaining  such  communication  and  cooperation. 
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.RESOLUTION  MO.  7         LOCATION  OF  FUTURE  MEETINGS  OF  WBU 


WHEREAS, 


WHEREAS, 


THEREFORE 


the  Constitution  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind  states  that  membership  of  the  Council  shall  be  open 
to  nationals  of  all  countries  of  the  world;  and 

a  goal  of  organizations  of  and  for  the  blind  is  to  oppose 
discrimination  to  blind  and  visually  impaired  handicapped 
persons:  F 

be  it  resolved  by  the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 

thu  lltt'rlu  C?nTl°n  aSSembled  in  Rl>adh>  Saudi  Arabia,  on 

Ivll  J&JZ?  I  0CtObe:,  1984'  that  this  organization  shall  make 
every  effort  and  urge  the  new  World  Blind  Union  to  make  every 

TT*  th3t  911  futUre  meetl'n9s  be  held  *"  locations 
that  do  not  deny  participation  to  anyone,  consistent  with  the 
policies  stated  in  the  Constitution. 


• 
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NOTING, 


NOTING, 


with  appreciation,  the  progress  which  has  been  made  and  the 
progress  now  being  made  toward  the  control  of  major  causes 
of  bl  ndness  and  the  Initiative  now  being  taken  to  establish 
.       IT"  f°r  the  Contro1  of  deaf"e".  both  of  which 
the  future;         '1Ve  °n  the  amount  of  *•'-■>""*!»  in 

however,  that  most  of  the  deaf-blindness  in  the  developing 

an^Te;;^:utptrheritf ,e  °r„cu:abie- and     im  1:%^ 

ImtoLfSi*^  ««or  endemic  of  meningitis  which  has  just 

whirl  £1!  m WUh  Vlr11e  Stra,n  1n  the  "orthern  area 
where  nver  bllndness  is  already  a  major  cause  of  sight  defects- 


NOTING, 


THEREFORE, 


c!nta?P^hl^l0nK-t!:e  eff°rtS  be1"9  nade  internationally  to 
Xp]erhUabned]c,p.,Ch  *  °f  ■»»"**»•"* 

the  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  in  convention 

UTll  ,  "uKi  I8"'1  AKrab1a'  °n  tMS  25th  ^ "f  Oc^ob  r. 
i»84,  calls  upon  all  its  members  to  do  everything  they 

Jmoo^n9rinthe  flleSt  P0SSlDle  Support  t0  the»  ***™*y 
important  initiatives. 


\0 


• 


ELECTION  OF  HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERS 

Captain  H.J.M.  Deeai,  Chairman  of  the  Nominations  Committee, 
submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  a  proposal  that  the  President,  Mrs.  Dorina 
de  Couvee  Nowill.  who  had  served  the  Council  so  well  during  her  mandate,  he 
appointed  an  Honorary  Life  Member.      This  proposal  was  agreed  unanimously. 

A  proposal  based  on  correspondence  with  National  Delegation,, 
that  the  following  should  also  be  elected  to  Honorary  Life  Membership  of 
the  Council,  was  at.,  adopted  unanimously: 

Captain  H.J.M.  Desai,  India 

Dr    Helmut  Pielasch,  German  Democratic  Republic 
Mrs  Elisa  Molina  de  Stahl ,  Guatemala 

A  proposal  from  the  Honorary  Officers  that  Mr.  Anders  Arn8r, 

Honorary  Secretary  General  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  of  Australia,  should  be 

to  Honorary  Life  Membership  was  also  adopted  unanimously,  together    with  the 

candidature  of  Dr.  Franz  Sonnsag,  proposed  by  {^Nordic  delegations. 

It  was  proposed  that  the  Honorary  Life  Members  should  be  given 
Honorary  Life  Membership  in  the  new  organization. 


(WCWB  VII  th  General  Assembly) 
Closing  Session 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 

These  years  have  meant  so  much  In  the  field  of  blindness 
It  is  difficult  to  egress  what  I  feel  deeply  in  my  heart  when 
we  will  close  this  meeting  of  the  Ceneral  Assembly.  It  has  been 
a  privilege,  not  because  I  am  a  woman,  but  because  I  «m  a  blind 
person  and  a  woman,  to  be  your  President.  I  enjoyed  all  my  work 
even  the  controversies.  I  do  not  have  to  tell  you  it  was  a  difficult 
period,  but  I  knew  that  thanks  to  our  governing  body  and  our  delegates 
we  have  been  able  to  reach  a  conclusion  suitable  to  the  times 
we  are  living  in. 

✓ 

An  organization   that   cannot   be   transformed  is  not  an  adequate 
organization.  This    is    why    I   have   done   as   much   as   possible  to 

answer  the  demands  of  several  groups  for  the  sake  of  transformation 
I  did  my  best  to  always  do  what  the  majority  expected  me  to  do 
in  order  that  the  wishes  and  aspirations  could  be  attained 
In  all  my  work,  almost  40  years,  always  present  in  my  mind  was 
the  well-being  of  visually  impaired  persons.  Blind  people  should 
be  the  first  consideration  of  those  of  us  who  have  assumed  the 
direction    of    organizations.  This    main    principle    has    guided  me 

as  the  President. 


When  you  all  approved  the  resolution  for  the  creation  of 
a  new  joint  world  organization.  I  felt  I  really  had  been  able 
to  finish  my  task  with  the  principles  that  have  guided  my  life 
as  a  person,  a  teacher  and  an  administrator. 

Thank  you   for   your   cooperation.         Some   moments  in  my  mandate 

were   crucial   but   I    tried   to   act   on   behalf   of  all  of  you,  because 

all  of  you  deserved  my  respect.  You  elected  me  because  you  trusted 
me  and  I  should  do  my  best  to  be  worthy  of  your  confidence. 

On  behalf  of  WCWB  may  I  thank  our  host  for  what  he  has  done 
for    this    very    difficult    General    Assembly.  Unanimity    was  not 

Just  granted^  It  came ,  about .because  all  of  us  have  well-founded 
ideas,  so  decided  based  on  our  own  convictions.  , 

The    VII  General  Assembly  is  adjourned  sine  die. 
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